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INTRODUCTION

Seated: Charan Singh, son Ajit, wife Gayatri Devi
Standing, from left: niece Manju, daughters Saroj, Ved with child Rashmi, Gyan & Sharda. La Place, Lucknow, 1953.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 2
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Charan Singh and Gayatri Devi with grandson Harsh, Moti Bagh. New Delhi. 5 Jan 1969

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 3
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Charan Singh at a Havan at home,12 Tughlak Road, New Delhi. 1977

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back toIndex | 4



INTRODUCTION

Paul Richard Brass
(1936 — 2022)

a prolific American political scientist known for his extensive
work on the politics of India.

B.A. in Government Harvard College, M.A. & Ph.D. in Political
University of Chicago in 1964 with Myron Weiner.
www.paulbrass.com

Professor Emeritus of political science and international
relations at the Henry M. Jackson School of International
Studies, University of Washington, where he taught since 1965.

Back toIndex | 5
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INTRODUCTION

Paul Richard Brass

1964. Factionalism & the Congress party in UP

1968. Coalition Politics in North India

1976. Leadership Conflict and the Disintegration of the Indian Socialist Movement

1980. The Politicization of the Peasantry |

1981. Congress, Lok Dal, Middle Caste 1977-1980 Parl Elections UP

1984 Division in the Congress and the Rise of Agrarian Interests and Issues in Uttar Pradesh Politics, 1952-1977.
1984. Caste, Faction and Party in Indian Politics, Vol. One: Faction and Party

1984. Caste, Faction and Party in Indian Politics, Vol. Two: Election Studies

1986. 1984 Parliamentary elections in UP

2002. India, Myron Weiner, and the Political Science of Development

2004. Riots in Meerut 1961-1982 (1)

2010. Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics. India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal (2010)
2010. Leadership and the Power of Honour in a Corrupt System

2012-14. Charan Singh and Congress Politics - 1937-85 Volumes 1, 2 and 3

BacktoIndex | 6
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Meeting Paul in 2015

Y

° Paul Brass & Harsh Singh Lohit. 8 July 2015, Acme, Washington. USA.



INTRODUCTION

PAUL R BRASS, 2012

I do admire those few persons in political life
who see politics as their vocation, pursue clearly
stated goals, and do not enrich themselves in the
process. That Charan Singh did relentlessly seek
power and office throughout his political life
cannot be doubted, but, ... there was a difference
between his drive for power and those of his
opponents, namely, that he had a set of policies
that he consistently sought to implement for what
he saw as the good of the country and its people.”

.-

An Indian Political Life: Charan Singh and Congress
Politics, Volume [. Paul Richard Brass (1936-2022).

c Paul Richard Brass (1936-2022). BacktoIndex | 8
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CHAPTER ONE

Land Relations and Poverty

Oppression

British law recognised the
zamindar as the absolute
magnate and essential
intermediary.

Rao Bahadur Giriraj Singh of Kuchesar This section based on Eric Stokes, Asiya
with Sikh 10S 15 Lancers, 1939 Siddiqui, Kai Friese & Bulandshahr Gazetteer

Back to Index | 12




CHAPTER ONE

Land Relations and Poverty

Land Rent

Indebted peasants often lost their
lands to Zamindars and other
urban moneylender castes.

Source: Wikimedia Back to Index | 13




CHAPTER ONE

Land Relations and Poverty

Inequality

Of the 63 Million peasants in the
United Provinces in 1947, only 2
million were rent paying.

85% were small holders (1-4 acres)

Landholders meted out a
leaving little for
nutritious food or adequate clothing.

19th century Peasants ploughing a rice field Back toIndex | 14
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Land Relations and Poverty

Famines

Famines continued unabated
from the 1860s.

Famines in India
Source: History Reclaimed Back toIndex | 15




>
CHAPTER ONE

Kuchesar Rzydsaf P
Nurpur Village 1902 =5 o i




CHAPTER ONE

Land Relations and Poverty

The Kuchesar Zamindar family
revenue in the 1920s was Rs.
1,18,292.

Under their rule not a single
school, hospital or bazaar was
built in the estates. The family,
like most zamindars, was a
rent-soaking parasite.

Rao Bahadur Giriraj Singh of Kuchesar
with Sikh 10S 15 Lancers, 1939 Back to Index | 17
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Mir Singh and Netra Kaur, Parents of Charan Singh. Lucknow,. 1950s

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back toIndex | 19
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CHAPTER TWO

Census of
India 1921
Literacy in the
United Provinces
of Agra & Oudh

Upper Caste
(scribes, shopkeepers, priests,
warriors, goldsmiths, zamindars)

Middle caste
(zamindars, cultivators)

Lower Caste
(cultivators, artisans, pastoralists)

. Dalit

(leather workers, manual labour)

Source : Census of India 1921. United Provinces of Agra and Oudh

Volume XVI. Part Il - Imperial Tables. By EHH Edye, ICS. Allahabad, 1923

% of literacy

Kayastha
322 %
30 -
Agarwal
243 %
20 - -
Brahmin
10.7 %
Sonar
U B B 8% Rajput
6.6 %
Tyagi
38 %
Jats 3% Julaha Gujar  Saini
17% 10% 071% Chamar
- - 0.1 %
0
Upper Castes Middle Caste Depressed Castes Dalit
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Agra College is the oldest College in North India, set-up 1823 CE.

Agra College was affiliated to Allahabad University and was regulated and
monitored by the heads of the Departments of University of Allahabad.

Source : Heramb Chaturvedi,
Allahabad School of History, 2008 Back to Index | 23




CHAPTER TWO

Professor Rushbrook
Williams (1890-1978 CE) was
founding head of the History
Department at Allahabad
University, whose course of
study was followed at Agra
College between 1916-1923

Source : Heramb Chaturvedi,
Allahabad School of History, 2008

Back toIndex | 24




Agrarian
Intellectual



CHAPTER TWO

SUNIL KHILNANI, 2006

INCARNATIONS : INDIA IN 50 LIVES

“While Russia produced more than a dozen agrarian
intellectuals, and China produced a few, Singh may
have been independent India's one and only.”

Sunil Khilnani is professor of politics and history at
Ashoka University India. He was previously professor of
politics and the Director of the King's College London
India Institute.

() Charan Singh - A Common Cause.
| D )
\:)/’ Khilnani on BBC Radio 4. 23 Mar 2016 Facaindss 120




CHAPTER TWO

TERENCE J BYRES(B.1936)

Such a person, one might
Jurther insist, must possess a distinctively coherent, consistent and authoritative
view of his ‘universe’; a capacity for independent analytical discourse; and
particular skill in communicating that view in print .... Charan Singh, I would
insist, met these criteria.”

L

Terence J. Byres (b. 1936) is a scholar of peasant studies and
Professor Emeritus of Political Economy at SOAS (School of
Oriental and African Studies) University of London.

Charan Singh (1902-1987)- An Assessment
Journal of Peasant Studies, London. 15:2, 139-189. 1988

Back to Index | 27
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The Final Report of the Agricultural Tribunal of
Investigation, Great Britain. 7th May 1924.

Reads voraciously in
Bareilly Jail, 1942-43.
His handwritten diaries
extracts from a range
of books:

Report of Land Reform Commission of Bengal,
Napier, Major-General Sir Charles. 19??.

Lights and Shades of Military Life, Henry Colburn,
London. 1840.

Guide to Socialism and Capitalism, Shaw, George
Bernard The Intelligent Woman’s 1937.

Scenes From Soviet Life. Coates, W. P. and Zelda
K, 1936.

Strachey, John. The Theory and Practice of
Socialism, Random House, 1936.

Snow, Edgar. Red Star Over China, 1937. Webb,
Sydney and Beatrice.

Soviet Communism: A New Civilisation. 1935.
Burns, Emile.

A Handbook of Marxism. 1935. Cole, G. D. H.
Practical Economics. 1937. Cole, G. D. H.

Mohan, Brij, Marxism is Dead, 1939. Lahore.

Back to Index | 28




CHAPTER TWO

Charan Singh’s
Bareilly Jail Diary,

1942

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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“ Emancipation of labour only worthy
object of political warfare... than those
who till the soil shall be its first - |
masters, than those who raise food
shall be its first partakers than those
who build mansions shall live in
them.... “

o '5 ~
George Julian Harney
George Julian Harney, 1817-1897. British Chartist, Marxist, Socialist. Back to Index | 30




CHAPTER TWO

Major Publications

Peasant Proprietorship: Land to the Workers 1939.

Shishtachar. 200 pages. 1943

How to Abolish Zamindari: Which Alternative System to Adopt. 1947
Abolition of Zamindari, Two Alternatives. 263 pages.1947

Whither Co-operative Farming. 1956

Agrarian Revolution in Uttar Pradesh. 1957

Joint Farming X-Rayed: The Problem and Its Solution. 322 pages.1959
India’s Poverty and Its Solution. 527 pages.1964

India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian Blueprint. 127 pages.1978
Economic Nightmare of India: Its Cause and Cure. 598 pages.1981

Prime Minister Charan Singh on Villages

) Madhya Pradesh, December 1979

o

- O |

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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CHAPTER TWO

“There has always been lack of equilibrium,
rather a sort of antagonism between cities and
the countryside. This is particularly so in our land
where the gulf of inequality between the
capitalist class and the working-class pales into
(nsignificance before that which exists between
the peasant farmer in our village and the
middle-class town dweller.

Dri‘y

and lts Solution,
1964. p. 406,
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Rashtriya Jan
Congress English, 1967

Janata Party Constitution
Hindi, 1977
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Source: Charan Singh Archives

Rashtriya Jan Congress

Manifestos by Chaudhary Charan Singh over the decades

Bhartiya Kranti Dal Bhartiya Kranti Dal

English, 1967 English, 1968 Hindi, 1968
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o i A
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Lok Dal Manifesto,

1979
.\:trr 22
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LOK DAL
ELECTION
MANIFENTO

e

Lok Dal Constitution
English, 1980

Lok Dal Constitution
Hindi, 1980

Lok Dal Manifesto
Hindi, 1979
g, .
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.’

Canstization
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Bhartiya Kranti Dal
English 1973

AIMS
&
PRINCIPLES

SURATIYA KHANTI DA

Lok Dal
Hindi, 1984
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Swami Dayanand Saraswati
12 Feb 1824 - 30 Oct 1893
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CHAPTER THREE

Spread of the Samaj

Arya Sama] spread through Punjab,
moved across the Yamuna, established
itself in Meerut district in 1886 and grew
rapidly in the 1920s and 1930s.

The independent-minded peasant
lower-caste Jats of North-West India,
who only recently had obtained access to
education, were attracted to the
egalitarian message of the Samaj.

In 1902, the Samaj was largely
Brahmin-Bania but Jats, Rajputs, Tagas,
Kayasthas and Khatris were joining in
large numbers. Lower caste membership
was sparse.

Swami Dayanand Saraswati
12 Feb 1824 - 30 Oct 1893

Back toIndex | 36




CHAPTER THREE

Values

“Reason, logic, common sense and
morality are the touchstones of 1ru1).”

A bralimin is one who excels in
wisdom, piety, and charity.”

“Dharma inculcated equality and
Justice, truthfulness of thought, speech
and deed.”

“One’s welfare was in the welfare of
all...subordinating and disciplining
the self to promote social welfare.”

“Political Philosophy of Dayanand”
Vishwanath Prasad Varma.

Back to Index | 37




CHAPTER THREE

Arya Samaj,
Congress and
Nationalism

The Congress and Arya Samaj shared
personnel, resources and philosophies that
brought nationalism to the local level.

Some say the Harijan movement started by
Gandhi has its antecedents in the Samaj’s
efforts for caste reforms.

In 1929-30 there had been clear support
for the Civil Disobedience movement from
the Sama.

The Ascendancy of the Congress in Uttar Pradesh: Class,
Community and Nation in Northern India, 1920-1940.
Gyanendra Pandey, London: Anthem Press, 2002. 56.

Back toIndex | 38
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The Arya Samaj

Ghaziabad, 1930




CHAPTER THREE

CHARAN SINGH, 1984

14

ave we been able to banish the
debilitating caste factor from our
life? Do we accord women an
equal status in our lives? Do we act
against social injustices and not
accept them as an evil necessity of
an unreal world? Have we made
equal education a birth right of all
children rather than on the basis of
caste and class?”

The Day d Ardha Shatabdi at Ajmer: What is The Dayanand Nirvana Shatabdi. Charan Singh. 28
our Duty? Charan Singh. Hindustan Times, 4 June 1933. December 1982.

Back to Index | 40




CHAPTER THREE

CHARAN SINGH, 1984

“Though humble, Dayanand
was not hesitating and halting
in his beliefs, but he was sure
of the words he uttered. He
was a born fighter, and when
it was a question of principles
he never knew how lo yield.

Th Day dA dha Shat bd t Ajmer: What
r Dut; ?Ch n Singh. Hindustan Times, 4 Jun 7933.

Back to Index | 41
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CHAPTER THREE

e‘f" ascetlusm and life in the
olde r;focused on moral values,
m,%

P d rationalism one of them.

Back to Index | 45
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CHAPTER THREE

Souce: Charan Singh Archives

On Chaudhary Charan

Singh's character.

Hemvati Nandan
Bahuguna, 1919-89.
Congressman, former
Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Union Minister.

On Chaudhary Charan
Singh's simplicity.

Jai Dev Sethi, 1924-2000.
Professor at Delhi School
of Economics. Gandhian

scholar, member Planning

Commission.

Back tg Index | 46
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CHAPTER THREE

. ¥ A Leader’s Ethics
| Astory of 6 Rupees
and 25 Paisa

Gaurav Dwivedi, Son of Chandrashekhar Dwivedi, IAS,
Resident Magistrate of Haridwar, Uttar Pradesh, 1968 Back to Index | 47
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CHAPTER FOUR

® Gandhi wanted Swarajya in India:
political, economic, social and religious
emancipation.

® Swaraj is ethics and politics combined:
restrict wants, be self-reliant and bring
equality.

® Thereis no economics independent of
values and ethics.

® Industrialisation destroys harmony and
brings conflict between Man and
Nature.

® Desired ‘rural economics’ as 80% of
the country was rural, each village
self-sustaining.

The Gandhian Approach to Economics
India Quarterly 2, no. 4 (1946) Kumara ppa, J. C. Back to Index | 49




CHAPTER FOUR

“True economics never militates against the
highest ethical standard, just as all true
ethics to be worth its name must at the
same time be also good economics.

An economics that inculcates Mammon
worship, and enables the strong to amass
wealth at the expense of the weak, is a false
and dismal science. It spells death. True
economics on the other hand, stands for
social justice, it promoles the good of all
equally including the weakest, and is
indispensable for decent life.”

Gandhi in Harijan, 9-10-37 p. 292 Back to Index | 50
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Gandhi and Nehru correspondence, 1945

Letters The Beacon Webzine

The historical
rupture between
the radical
visionary &

the socialist
ideologue


https://www.thebeacon.in/2019/03/29/the-end-at-the-beginning-gandhi-and-nehru-letters/
https://www.thebeacon.in/2019/03/29/the-end-at-the-beginning-gandhi-and-nehru-letters/

CHAPTER FOUR

Gandhi to Jawaharlal Nehru. October 5, 1945. Poona.

“The village of my dreams is still in my mind. Afier all every man lives in the
world of his dreams. My ideal village will contain intelligent human
beings. They will not live in dirt and darkness as animals. Men and
women will be free and able to hold their own against anyone in the
world. There will be neither plague nor cholera nor smallpox; no one
o will be idle, no one will wallow in luxury. Fveryone will have to

| contribute his quota of manual labour. I do not want to draw a large scale
picture in detail. It is possible to envisage railways, post and telegraph offices

etc. For, me it is material to obtain the real article and the rest will fit into the
. picture afterwards.

If 1 let go the real thing, all else goes.”



https://www.thebeacon.in/2019/03/29/the-end-at-the-beginning-gandhi-and-nehru-letters/
https://www.thebeacon.in/2019/03/29/the-end-at-the-beginning-gandhi-and-nehru-letters/
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.~ CHAPTER FOUR

Jawaharlal Nehru to Gandhi, October 9, 1945. Allahabad.

e As you know, the Congress has never considered that [ideal village/

picture, much less adopted it..... [ do not understand why a village should
necessarily embody truth and non-violence. A village, normally

speaking, is backward intellectually and culturally and no progress

can be made from a backward environment. Narrow-minded people 4
are much more likely to be untruthful and violent. .... Probably we have

to discourage this [cily] overgrowth and at the same time encourage the

village to approximate more to the culture of the town.”

Gandhi and Nehru correspondence, 1945
The End at The Beginning: Gandhi and Nehr

Letters The Beacon Webzine Back to Ind&;ﬂ
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- Gandhi to Jawaharlal Nehru, November 13, 1945. Calcutta

“Man is not born to live in isolation but is essentially a social animal

. independent and interdependent. We are forced to the conclusion that the

unity of society should be a village, or call it a small and manageable )
- group of people who would, in the ideal, be self-sufficient (in the matter

}’ of vital requirements) as a unit bound together in the bonds of mutual

= cooperation and interdependence.

Back to Index | 54 i
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Charan Singh's political
& economic approach
was an outcome of
Gandhian thinking.
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CHAPTER FOUR

“Mahatma Gandhi said India lived in
villages, not in cities. ... In the
circumstances of the country which
had such vast manpower and
comparatively little land and other
natural resources, he argued, it could
only be cottage industry, which
required little or nominal capital,
that could provide the needed
employment”

India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian
Blueprint. Charan Singh. 1979.

Charan Singh ‘but mdusfry will come orv/y after
agricultural production has increased.” 'On 16 April
( <0) 1962, Chinese People’s Congress passed a resolution-

agrr’cu/mre ﬁ'rsﬁ I[ghr Indusfry second and heavy
industry third.’ Back to Index | 57




CHAPTER FOUR

" “... we committed the mistake of
‘ 7 ”Rﬂa ﬁﬁ ] setting our sights too high and, on
{ m X m E i attainment of political power,

immediately fell for heavy industry.

cﬂi 3‘5?35 ﬂﬂﬁ&’ Gandhi wanted to build the
country from the bottom upwards
e mmm m‘('a# on the strength of its own
mm fﬁﬂm&’ resources—with the village or
Pl 3“7 agriculture and handicrafts as the
base and the town or a few

large-scale industries, that we must
ineitally. bave, as the apex.”

Blueprint. Charan Singh. 1979,

Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969

o) Rehan Fazal BBC, 2020. Charan Singh on Nehru, Indira and the village Back toIndex | 58




CHAPTER FOUR

...... and otherwise answer our
needs best, not capital-intensive,
mechanized industry based on the
Western model of economic
growth which would only add
to unemployment and
concentrate wealth in the hands
of a few, and thus usher in
capitalism with all its abuses.”

India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian

Blueprint. Charan Singh. 1979. | ‘.) Back to Index | 59




CHAPTER FIVE

“The present situation can
therefore be remedied by a shift of
resources from the
metropolitan, industrialized,
capital-intensive and
centralized production based
on the purchasing power of the
upper-middle classes to
agriculture,
employment-oriented and
decentralized production .
which, in Gandhi’s telling words, AL

Is ‘not only for the masses but also (1% e
by the masses.’” :

Spinning factory workers, Malkha, Sircilla Andhra Pradesh.

Interview of Chaudhary Charan Singh

India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian ") at 12 Tughlak Road, Delhi. Vijay Rana
Blueprint. Charan Singh. 1979. \ BBC, 12 April 1985. Back to Index | 60




CHAPTER FOUR

His policies targeted

poverty, unemployment,

inequality, caste &
corruption.

[ ‘.) | Vijay Rana, BBC, 12 April 1985,
\_“/ Interview at 12 Tughlak Road, Delhi
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Pictorial Manifesto of

Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.
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Voice of
ine Village

Chaudhary Charan Singh at the largest ever gathering of peasants in .
independent India. 23 Dec 1978, Boat Club, New Delhi
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CHAPTER FIVE

CHARAN SINGH,1947

“For, a farmer's son by reason of the
surroundings in which he is brought up,
possesses strong nerves, an internal
stability, a robustness of spirit and a
capacity for administration, which the
son of a non-agriculturist or a
town-dweller has no opportunity to
cultivate or develop........ Only those
who are connected with him by ties
of economic interest, by cultural
bonds and psychological affinities
will strike the right chord or turn on
the switch that will illumine his life
and dispel the darkness that
surrounds him today.....”

- Charan Singh. ' Why 60% Government Services Should
( ‘.) Prime Minister Charan Singh on Villages Be Reserved for sons of cultivators?” 21 Mar 1947
 Madhya Pradesh, December 1979 Source : Charan Singh Archives
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Agriculture

1952-54

Reads Albert Howard'’s
Agricultural Testament
recommends to all his
bureaucrats as primary
reading in agriculture

Sends Secretary to Japan
to study agricultural
methods of small-holding
peasantry

Soil & Water Conservation
Act, first in the country

Chaudhary Charan Singh as Agriculture Minister, Uttar Pradesh. 1954
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Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.
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Agriculture

‘So long as there is great poverty and
unemployment in the country, particularly
in the rural areas, and agriculture has the
largest potential for generating
employment, and providing purchasing
power to the large majority of the people,
there can be no let-up in the task of
agricultural improvement. The large
scale unemployment in the country
requires the promotion of labour
intensive techniques instead of capital
il @REINIE HEGIIA TGSy or 5101 17>

Also Union Budget speech of Charan Singh as Finance Minister, Feb 1979

©
Charan Singh - A Common Cause.
Khilnani on BBC Radio 4. 23 Mar 2016

Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.
Source Charan Singh Archives
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S T D K (o

1979-80
UNION BUDGET

Chaudhary Charan Singh presents the Union Finance Budget , 28
Feb 1979. Films Division, Government of India newsreel Back toIndex | 68
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CHAPTER FIVE

SPEECH OF SHRI CHARAN SINGH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE INTRODUCING THE BUDGET
FOR THE YEAR 1979-80

Sir,
I rise to present the Budget for the year 1979-80.

2. The Economic Survey for 1978-79 placed before the House a few days
ago presents a detailed account of the trends in the economy for the current year. ]
shall therefore confine my observations to a few salient aspects of the economic situation
in the context of which the budget has been formulated.

3.  The performance of the Indian economy during the current year is a matter
for great satisfaction. Agricultural production has continued at a record level for the
second year in succession. This achievement is not due entirely to favourable seasonal
factors. The increased production is in good part also the result of increased availability
of irrigation and fertilizer, use of improved seeds, increased research and extension
activity and extended price support and procurement operations. It is also in a grea
measure due to the energy and toil of minions of farmers who have undertaken
investment, absorbed new technology, adopted new cultural practices and contributed
to the general good by growing two ears of comn in place of one.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh

28 Feb 1978
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36. As Hon’ble Members are aware, the objective of

eradicating poverty and unemployment is basic

to our new development strategy. this calis for a

radical restructuring of the priorities in our Plans. Agl‘iCUltU ral and

rural development have therefore been . 1 addition to sressing the
assigned the pride of place in our Plans. sut ARt s

goods, we should not lose sight of the
Government recognises that the-requisite degree of reorientation of fact that as a large agricultural country

. . . there is need to pursue an active policy
development plans can be achieved only over a period of time. We propose, .. regard to the POMMOEIGNISS

however, to accelerate the pace and thrust of programmes which have a  gxports of agricultural products.

material bearing on agricultural growth and promotion of employment. A policy which will increase exportable
surpluses of such items as fruits,
- vegetables, certain types of vegetable
, .l oils, oil extractions and spices, needs to
I be pursued vigorously because It will

not only raise the incomes of the
farmers but also generate
additional employment in the
rural areas. ...”

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978



CHAPTER FIVE

39. In the context of the great importance we attach to rural development and
employment oriented programmes in rural areas, it is necessary to ensure

that in the coming years the flow of institutional finance to
rural areas will be smooth, steady and at

reasonable rates of interest. 1n addition to many steps already

taken, Government has decided to exempt the Agricultural Refinance and

Development Corporation, the premier refinancing agency for agricultural
term loans, from income tax.

\

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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..... that as part of the strategy of rural development, a
National Dairy Development Programme, known
as Operation Flood II, intended to raise the
nutritional standards of the people, generate
employment and augment incomes in rural areas

through a viable subsidiary occupation had been
approved.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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€6
... Fural

electrification....” “....increased Storage to minimise

wastage....”

.... rural water supply programmes ...... «.... Self-sufficiency in f@rtilizer

production..

“.....financial provision for a programme of ‘training rural
youth for self employment’ ..

“The COoOmmunity Health Workers Scheme which was started in

October 1977 in 741 primary health centres was a significant innovation of the Janata

Government in extending @l@mentary medical care to rural
areas....”.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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70 ...... In a country in which the bulk of the population lives below the poverty line disparities in income

have to be minimised. sucn disparities lead to luxury consumption which affects the propensity to save
and the will to work hard. Therefore, tax policy should seek to reduce such disparities.

u nderemployment by stimulating agricultural production, by

encouraging labour intensive techniques of production and by improving the
competitive capacity of small scale and cottage industries in relation to large-scale
industry.”

Inequalities of wealth have even less justification than inequalities of income. I,

therefore, propose to raise the rates of wealth-taxon high

slabs of net wealth.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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As I mentioned earlier the second objective of my proposals is to prevent the lifestyle of
the affluent sections from having an adverse impact on saving and investment through the
demonstration effect. In this connection, the lavish manner in which expenditure is
incurred on accommodation and entertainment in luxury hotels calls for serious notice.

with a view to Ch@cking such conspicuous consumption in luxury

hotels, I propose to levy a new tax on the gross receipts of hotels.

It must be realised that if the resources Machine-made carpets produced in
needed for development are to be raised a few organised units constitute an
without mflat(l;l:, there will heit:v; tobea : ltem Of elite
greater FEACINESS ON thE Par consumption. 1 can see no
of peOPIQ who can bear justification for encouraging this line
further taxation to of production when we have a large
. number of traditional carpet
shoulder additional weavers whose skills have won
burden international renown.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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I propose to raise the Central excise duty on motor spirit from the existing

level of Rs.2253.88 to Rs.2750 per kilolitre. Since the bulk of
the consumption of petrol is by the upper
classes in society | have no regrets in
doing this.

“....I have also selected some
consumer Items like soap, tooth paste,

toothbrush and detergents, for

increase in duties taking

care, at the same time, to see that the
goods produced by the small units in

tr;e decelntr;liseddsgctohr are not Among food Items, I have @vVOided imposing
t this i er .
adversely afiected by This Increase any further burden on articles of
mass consumption such as processed edible oils

or vanaspati. ..... However, I have considered items like
prepared or preserved food, instant coffee, biscuits,
processed cheese, cocoa powder, chewing gum and chocolate

as fit for further increases, bearing in mind the sections
of the society that consume suchitems.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978




CHAPTER FIVE

This Government is cOmmitted
to the encouragement of
the handloom sector. The

competitive capacity of handloom
fabrics in relation to fabrics
produced by powerlooms and
composite mills has to be improved
further.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978

the excise duty mechanism has been
used consciously to encourage the
production of matches in the
non-mechanised sector. I propose to

carry this process further by
stepping up the duty on
matches produced by the
mechanised sector



CHAPTER FIVE

I propose to completely @exempt un-manufactured
tobacco from excise duties, including additional

excise duties and thus, relieve at one stroke, nearly a million
tobacco growers, curers, small dealers and warehouse licensees
from excise control. I have no doubt that this bold decision to do
away with a vexatious levy - a legacy of the colonial era - will be
widely welcomed by farmers in the tobacco growing tracts of our

country.

If this rate of agricultural and industrial growth is to be
maintained in the coming year, supplies of basic goods
should increase through larger investment. That is why the

Government is pushing ahead with a large investment
programme in irrigation, electricity
generation, cement, steel, fertilizers and
transport

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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“I have attempted in this budget to put the

I have, however, not neglected large industry and infrastructure
in the process. On the contrary, I have positively encouraged
them.

But I have
. We can have no room for

production which caters to the rich and is thus a visible
manifestation of the disparities which exist in society.”

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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147. The elimination of the kind of poverty which exists in our country cannot be
achieved overnight. It is a long process which involves large

investment through the mobilisation of surplus
resources wherever they exist in society, better
organisation and the development and transfer of
appropriate know how to millions of small
persons engaged in agriculture and allied
occupations and village industries throughout the

cou ntry. The ultimate objective is not merely to raise the standard of living

of the poor but to build a society of men and women with skills, resources,
imagination, and above all, hope. I like to think that this budget is a small step in
that direction. But its success really depends upon a national consensus about
the desirability of the objective and the need to work hard for it and a willingness
on the part of the powerful and affluent sections of society to make the
necessary sacrifices.

Extracts from budget Speech of Finance Minister Charan Singh
28 Feb 1978
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CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH

1984.

"Ours is the only party that has a
coherent economic and social
philosophy ...."

Chaudhary Charan Singh's election broadcast to the nation on Doordarshan. 1984

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back toIndex | 81
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CHAPTER FIVE

CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH

1984.

14

ational resources not for the rich
... but for the villages and the poor”

Chaudhary Charan Singh's election broadcast to the nation on Doordarshan. 1984

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 82
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Salt Satyagraha,

1930

Imprisoned for 6 months.

5 April 1930

Family moves to village.

- -

MR. CHARA'I‘V SIN
RELEASED

2 feer Six Months'
Sentence

b‘humi, Sepe. 19

M ALLB. - Ct::h o

Bis vix wogths'

oet and Pfocession was taken

. i .
ia the srapmy ® ™HOHOR way beld

Source: : MKGandhi.org
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Individual Satyagraha, CLARAN SINGH

7940 SPEECH NOT F&{nmnxn IN

—— ——

(From Our Corresnondent)

Imprisoned for 11 months.
November 1940 - October 1941

Family moves again to village Bhadaula

Sells bicycle, watch and wife Gayatri’s single
piece of jewellery

Magis
rRed ' yesterday | Oy
LA. (UP). and

Meerut =
mmittee who Iv)v':s

by the City :
‘@) of the ’Del;g::gg

@ Charan Singh on moral values
Back to Index | 85
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Quit India Movement,
1942

Imprisoned for 13 months in Bareilly Jail. 23

October 1942 - November 1943

CHARAN SIN
ACQUITTEDGH

SPEECH NOT REC
ORD
FuL, TR IN

—— ——

(From Our Corresnondent)

Magistrate
vesterday g
A. (UP.) ) oh,
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CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH

Dr. Swamy on
Charan Singh being
A True Nationalist,
1987

Subramanian Swamy is an Indian politician, economist and
statistician. Before joining po\ifics, he was a pro{essor of
Mathematical Economics at the Indian Institute of Technology,
Delhi. He is known for his Hindu nationalist views.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 87
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Charan Singh sought (=

to wrest control of
the political economy
from landlords, urban
Interests and high
castes.

kLl

Government of Punjab led by Sir Chhotu
Ram passes Mandi Samiti Act in 1940
based on draft Bill presented by Charan
Singh.

A ftaos PUNIASB T
Sy P e N

. ———.

4
—— |
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Letter from
Sir Chhotu Ram's
associate

26 April 1938

Tika Ram was Parliamentary Secretary to Sir
Chhotu Ram in Unionist government in 1937-39
in Punjab, and later Revenue Minister.
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Letter from
Sir Chhotu Ram's
associate

26 April 1938

Tika Ram was Parliamentary Secretary to Sir
Chhotu Ram in Unionist government in 1937-39
in Punjab, and later Revenue Minister.
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e Formulates Land Utilization Bill calling for transfer of land
ownership to tenants or tillers of the soil who chose to pay
an amount equivalent to 10 times the annual rental on the
land they cultivated.

e Proposes to Congress Legislature Party 50%
reservation in public sector jobs for the sons and
dependents of cultivators.

e Leadingrole in ‘The United Provinces Agriculturists and
Workmen Debt Redemption Bill’ that frees farmers from
moneylenders and saves fields from public auction.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 92
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,/

{

e
poen T e

L

R

——— S

ACRI(‘ ULTURAL MAR
Cultivator | oses 15 Pm cent

'.J \.‘l
-

1939: Lobbies with Revenue Minister to pass relief for
peasants under the UP Tenancy Act 1939.

P

e R

KETING
ﬂw},

1945: Drafts Congress manifesto on Land and Agriculture calling for
the abolition of landlordism, approved by All-India Congress Working

Committee.

1948-1951: Formulates Zamindari Abolition & Land Reform Bill.

1953:

Guides passage of UP Consolidation of Holdings Act.
Frames policy for redistribution of land obtained by imposition
of ceiling on large farmers to Scheduled Castes.
e Exempts payment of land revenue for farmers owning land up

to three and half acres.

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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CHAPTER EIGHT

ZAMINDARI ABOLITION

REMOXRY

LNITED PROVINCES

COMMITTEI

VOLUME 1

&

Charan Singh on Zamindari Abolition
Committee. 1972 Interview with NMML

1946: Appointed Chairman of
the Revenue Courts
Reorganisation Committee to
address efficacy of courts
hearing rent and revenue cases

1946-48: Member of Congress’
Zamindari Abolition and Land
Reforms Committee (ZALRC)
tasked to abolish landlordism in
Uttar Pradesh.
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Cabinet of Govind Ballabh Pant (5th from right), Parliamentary
Secretaries Lal Bahadur Shastri (5th from left), Charan Singh
(3rd from right), CB Gupta (extreme right). Nainital, 1946.

SOORURE B B SR AR VO
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1946-1951: Zamindari Abolition & Land Reform Law , o

C . . . o U.P. ZAMINDARI ABOLITION
was the ‘principal achievement of his political life. COMMITTEE

LUCKNOW, Oct. 6.—The person-
nel of the committee to be set up |
in pursuance of the official resolu-
tion recom.nending the abolition of
zamindari system in the province
which was passed in the budget ses-
sion of the U.P. Legislative Azsem~
bly was considered at the Cabinet's
last meeting held in Lucknow, '

It is understood that the commit- |
tee will consist of 11 members and
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, the
Premier, will be its chairman.
Among the members will be Mr Hu-
kam Singh, Revenue Minismr,
- Chaudhury Charan Singh. Parl!a- ~

mentary Secretary., Mr Ajit Prasad
J Jain. Mr Z. H. Lari and Begum Ai-
zaz Rasul. 2

An official announcement about >
the composition of the committee is
expected to be made shon.ly —APIL

r,
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| Qe Findustan

Times

AN CEVIRAL e

LABRENY CARCTLATION N e

g i

GAINST POOLING

Source: The Hindustan Times, 1951

No part of this law ever
successfully challenged in a
courlt, atlesting to ils detailed
and carefil drafting.

e 1948: Gives a 18-page note on Zamindari
abolition to Pandit Pant opposing many of the
final recommendations of the ZALRC. Given
charge of the Drafting Committee.

e 1949: U. P. Cabinet approves Bill; referred to a
Joint Select Committee of Legislative
Assembly

e 1951: Bill is passed by both Houses, approved
by President of India

Back to Index | 97
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e /ALR Law, in a state with 85% population in
agriculture, removed landlord as
intermediaries between peasant and State.

e Empowered tens of millions of peasant
farmers, including 5 million landless SCs, on 67
million acres of land, and peacefully eliminated
the landlord class.

Zamindari Abolition e The land on which the landed and the landless
Act Comes Into Foree _ .
PEASANTS' DAY OF (Scheduled Castes), had built their homes was

DELIVERANCE

made over to millions of homeowners.

e Norights of the former landlord to eject the
tenant or ‘resume’ land for self-cultivation from
the tenant.

Source: The Hindustan Times, 1951

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 98
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1953-54

‘Bhumidari Zindabad’

U.P. Zamindari Abolition
Bill Passed

(From Our Special Correspondent) -
j i » Mahatma Gandhi-ki~Ja
LUCKNOW, Aug. 4 —Amidst cries of : _ G
the Uﬁ’?.\s«nbly today passed the bmmn Abolition and Land
Reforms Bill. Voting was 121 for and 13 against.

Source: The Hindustan Times, 1951

Policy for redistribution of land obtained by
imposition of ceiling on large farmers to Scheduled
Castes in 1953.

All land in the state, other than owned by individuals,
made over to the Gaon Panchayat for
management.

Exempts payment of land revenue for farmers
owning up to 3.5 acres.

Amends ZALR Act to provide permanent rights of
land ownership to 3 million small tenants, known
as Adivasis, of which 1 million were Scheduled
Castes.

No payment to be made by Scheduled Castes
tenants, unlike all others who had to pay 10 times
the rent of the land for ownership

Back to Index | 99
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1953-54

‘Bhumidari Zindabad’

U.P. Zamindari Abolition
Bill Passed

(From Our Special Correspondent)

j i » Mahatma Gandhi-ki-Jai -
LUCKNOW, Aug. 4§ —Amidst cries of : _ Gi
the U?:’(.:Ascmbly today passed the men Abohuoq and Land
Reforms Bill. Voting was 121 for and 13 against.

Source: The Hindustan Times, 1951

Formulates Chakbandi law or UP
Consolidation of Holdings Act: bringing
together of fragmented land holdings of
individual farmers for farming efficiency.

Large Landholdings Tax Act - a graded tax
whose rates went on rising with the size of
holding.

BacktoIndex |
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n

-t 5

Wolf Ladejinsky on UP LT d
land reformsr.1963 (Uttar Pradesh)

-t 3 3=
A STUDY
ON = extremely defective end nreds ccmplete overhauling. Only din Uttar Pmdeeh has
TENURIAL GONDITIONS —
IN 3 >
PACKAGE DISTRICTS fg;‘%?mw A!.__gala i?n, beer. onaoted and effectivoly
o i implenmented, There, milli .. of tonants und aub-tonnnts were made owners and
) S —— ——
WOLF LADEJNIKY e — ——————
CONSULTANT TO THE FORD FOUNDATION hundreds of thousulds Irhw hond been cvi.cted war. rqetored in their rights.

a
6. The provisions for security «f tenure are erucial to the whele schem
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Wolf Ladejinsky on UP
land reforms, 1963

t 12 Looking back at the agrarian structure of Aligarh after a decade and a
%
half of reform legislation, we have no suggestion either for adding or revising any
L
AOSJUDY of it except with regard to sirdars, to which we have referred earlier. Many a
8 b
TERTRAL S plece of sgrarian reform legislation has arrived stillborn in India, but in
PACKAGE DISTRICTS good
) ptter Pradesh it went hand-in-hand with enforcement and important attainments.
o The lesson to be drawn from this is but one: it can be done when there is a will
to do it. Nillions of falsified record entries can be ferretted out, correct land
’ -—
WM %%
2 N\
/'f\ A Study on Tenurial Condition and the Package Districts by Wolf Ladejinsky. Planning Commission, 1963 Back to Index |
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Wolf Ladejinsky on

um %0 bemer enforcement of the lew. Reference 10 the openion of the
Plarnisg Commisuon o atry Five-Year Plas carsion Bitle weight wah
me. We refised 10 sccept their advice in regasd 1o sesumption of sensst's
ends by the sarmindary which Jod 10 20 musy Sficulics = ofher States.
A perusal of Welf Ladgyiraky's repoet in regand %o soounal conditions
package dwincts submitted 10 the Plasning Commission, will condrm
my opimbon. Theselooe, we here have 1o take docishon on ments asd not
o6 what Bhe Plansing Comminsion says o Jocs 8ot say.

“Such States as Bombay
and Uttar Pradesh have
demonstrated that, given

. - strong and willin
security of tenure, 1963 oo gan g
leadership, many of the
reform problems can be
dealt with successfully
A STUDY 6. The provisicns for security of temure are crucial to the whole schech
ON g of land legisintion, ond it hon bee xporionce all vwer Indfs that the
TENURIAL CONDITIONS
IN A right t0 resumc land for oolf sultivasion By tho Inndlord bas tended to defeat

PACKAGE DISTRICTS

the provisions for coourity of tomure. Fegumption 18 all the mcre damaging 1In

)
= a the case of amall landoeners who have ~ade up viable units of cultivation dy

WOLF LAOEJINIKY
COMSULTANT TO THE FORD FOUNDATION loasing an addition acre or two of lend.| It would bo in the Teet interest of

sgriculture, therefore, to restrict resumption severelyt no resumption should bte
permitted to absentee owners and others whose principal occcupation is not
cultivation, and it should be =5 regulated that the holding of the temant
cultivator is not reduced below the eize of , say, s femily holding,

Back to Index |
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Wolf Ladejinsky,

1964 at MIT

LT

tndwion of righes and opporrensuen smong the
londlons. The duggiag of the foer on the pan
of pvermoosss sad legidsnive smondiies o
octing refoems w aoowows. Todhmical exper
ke in prrguning and sdmminctng the scces
sy legalation o indepenuble, b open
do nox oake roforme Politkouen, and coly
Polniciets, mhe pood ox peonw peboros o do
oo maake thern at ol They comtsed the political
Junate, which decormaney e will oo lack of
will 10 provend with ihe sk, dhe specific mew
ures with which S refoen is e B set o
downd; the care o Ik of cow with which che
emblng kpalstico b foemadued, e porpe
moon o Mk of prepananion of e pertiten
sl sdemnisrative services, (e porerce o
sboence of nechakal services with tweir bear-
g wpon the sacoom or faluce of the reborm
sad, mosr o, O drive o back of dove
bebvnd the eafoecemens of e peovinions of
the Miw. The “posctine” mbars of svhorms v
prpeesent  ssong  pobiood loknhp -i«fi,
congerned wirh the lard and it Oaivesen and

Gapabie of maulating those Costormd im0 ac-
von. Theee is o swhatitoee Sot i ind of
lesdenhip ar B oacial wage of derermining
s refoemn’s main goal and lmitiuing i The
Scuncil, wheicdl, sad sdmiaierazive oeods
of & reform on geove 0 be formidable ob-
acles 00 it mitiaeson wad endorcermens Nmr

olpdmnlwul«nmmhu h
Buidcdn Ladlonl epgusiion, sbered by pablic
sorvanns, o be dealt with succenfully if te

PRSNTTRONC N T T S SR — e

THE PORD POUNBATION YEARS 196]. 19y

vt aned adwisiunive and el ped,
fewws, the mmndeti ttmee wov v,
shodisherl Not all havr berefrod wpully
ot al) the 20 mullioe culuvaon sfeoed by
recerved pramasers, havitabile and weesfmid,
rights Nevertheless fhe ofonr was » T ey
rowaed & cecorotracton of Iadiss agncelne
The mwasuse socceeded Socause « wan polel
wlly popealer m aboled 32 agriodrnd ey
full of abeses nposed by 3 foongs posm
Wah the British gooe, the govermmes: wes
shown dadtiag the necemary legidacon, iy
mmindins werr dancaliohed dopor e op
position of the landioods, lack of fesnod
mesas, and  lnauSoem -kl-m ad
ocheecal sl Noo every 1 wn cossed od
W every 0w doued, Bur the b
On the other dand in dmliag with iy

refoen sentimneoe preveils, o & obeen e
indua Mh-‘-lm.cn. u‘unl o

Tenurial Condition and the Package Program in India. Pp 336-340. The Selected
Paper of Wolf Ladejinsky. 1977. OUP. Word Bank. Source: Charan Singh Archives

“Such States as Bombay and
Uttar Pradesh have
demonstrated that, given
strong and willing leadership,
many of the reform problems
can be dealt with successfully

Back to Index |
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Source: Hindustan times Archives

Charan Singh
wants States
reorganised

NEW DELHI Feb 8 UNL
PTI=The Bharatiya Kranti Dal
chief, Mr Charan S| wday
SUgRested
Pradesh,

Rajasthan and Orisa int
es in view of their large size and
popalation

The former U P. Chief Mirister
old mewsmen here that the UP.

of the BKD would declde on

a sland on the guestionseof re-

orzanisation of the Stale at its

meeling in Allababad on Marsh 3

t unless the Sates

ised, the ecozomic

backwardness of wme States
¢cciald rot be overcome.

The States sheuld be recrpaise
o4 on he dasis of ecomomie dack=
wardness and adm nistnative cof-
venience, he added

Mr Charan Singh criticsed the

to
¢ 1 in food
grains and said "3t o an unbriu-
na'o step which ul create &ff-
ulties both for the Governnent
nnd the people™

He sa'd his party executive would
meet in the Inst week of Febdrue
ary to consider the matter, *I am
oppored o wuncenstitutional stepe
for undolng & wrong,™ be re-
marked

Mr Charan Singh criticised the
U.P. Government's order basaing
sale of fooderaing by farmen
anyone except Covernment When
there is no rival purchaser io the
market, farmers would de ocome
pelled o sell thelr roduce ot
whatever rates the verament
might choose to fix, he said

Back to Index |
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CHARAN SINGH

“Democracy without
leadership is anarchy.”

“The correct attitude that the Government
should adopt in such circumstances, is that
if the demands of its employees, or, for that
matter, any other section of our people, are
reasonable, they will be accepted as soon as
they are brought to its notice. If they are
unreasonable, they will not be accepted
-- strike, satyagraha, or any other form
of agitation notwithstanding ....”

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Inde£(07|
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CHARAN SINGH

“Democracy without
leadership is anarchy.”

“The correct attitude that the Government
should adopt in such circumstances, is that
if the demands of its employees, or, for that
matter, any other section of our people, are
reasonable, they will be accepted as soon as
they are brought to its notice. If they are
unreasonable, they will not be accepted
-- strike, satyagraha, or any other form
of agitation notwithstanding ....”

Back to Index |
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13

enior bureaucrats in U.P. respected Charan
Singh as he was recognized by them to be
serious, scrupulously honest, and a terror
to corrupt officials... Mr. Charan Singh,
the then Chief Minister of U.P. in 1970,
had performed the miracle of reducing
communal riots to zero in the notoriously
communal riot-prone state of U.P. This
was done not by arranging lectures on the
teaching of Lord Buddha, Lord Mahavira,
Christ and Mahatma Gandhi. It was just
done by enforcing the law of the land.”

Back to Index |
109
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» Director General Police of Uttar Pradesh, 1970-71.
- . Director General CRPF, 1974-77.
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“The first and the most important step should
be that the chief minister should
disassociate himself from postings and
transfers and should not interfere in
technical police operations. 7This was the
reason why Charan Singh succeeded in
virtually eradicating communal riots in Utlar
Pradesh in 1970. ... He maintained strict
discipline in the police by dealing sternly
with police officers who tried to bring
political pressure to bear on him.”

Back to Index |
110

N. S. Saxena, Indian Police Service.

Director General Police of Uttar Pradesh, 1970-71.
- Director General CRPF, 1974-77.

Member Union Public Service Commission, 1977-83.
J Member National Police Commission, 1977-81
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Raghubir Singh Tyagi and other
Congressmen in Meerut, Chaudhary
Charan Singh speaking. 1940s

1931: As Meerut Board Vice Chairman,
returned false travel bills made by Board
junior officials for his inspection travel.
Refused to apply Board peons for his
personal jobs.

On Chaudhary Charan
Singh's character.

1959: “By now, Charan Singh had
established himself to be incorruptible, an
efficient administrator, a man of principle
with a track record of policy achievements,
and devoted to the causes of the public
specially the peasantry” Times of India

Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna,
1919-89. Leading Congressman,
former Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Union Minister.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 112
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CHAPTER TEN

1967: Issued ‘Publicmen’s
Enquiry Ordinance’ to enquire into
allegations against Legislators,
Mayors etc by an independent
iInvestigation agency.

1970: Dissolved all 51 Zila
Parishads (District Boards) on
documented charges of
corruption.

Source : Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 113
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RUSSI

When Charan refused gift
of Rupees 50 Lakhs.”

Blitz, Mumbai 4 August 1979".
Charan Singh papers at the
Prime Ministers Museum and

Library, New Delhi

KARANJIA,1979
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[ ] [ ]
Prime Minister Ch. Charan Singh at Ramlila Delhi with Gayatri Devi,
daughter Ved Wati, Jai Pal Singh, 25 September 1979

Gayatri Devi, Jai Pal Singh & Kartar Singh with Ch. Charan Singh

Ved Wati and Jai Pal Singh, 1993

Vedwati, Smriti Aur

o) | Mulyankan, 1992.
Daughter of Chaudhary
Charan Singh

Dr. Jai Pal Singh, Smriti

< Aur Mulyankan, 1995.
Son-in-law of Chaudhary
Charan Singh

Back to Index | 115
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Basudev Singh, Son in law of Charan Singh,
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Confidentia

afeen afey
CABINET SECRETAR

NEW DELHI

16th Juwe 1979.

Q). g o
Ky dear Cleauia,

(L4

Mrdly refer to my d.o. letter
NO.242-C5/T79 dazed 3rd May 1979
regardirg the details of assets and
liabilivies,

e Frioe Minister hes not
Yet received a statement from vou
apd has desired me to renind you
in the matter. .

With respectiul regarda,

Yours simgeroly,
r

bl

(¥, K. Mukarys)

Shrd Coayan S4 ngh,

Duputy Prine Mintate

New Delhi . ri{fimnce ),

Statement of Assets of Chaudhary Charan Singh, 1979

Statement of Assets and Liabilities of
Shri Charen Singh as on 31.3.1979

wew
PROFERTY

Land at 151-A Soket, District Meerut, U.P.
on which house hac boen constructed by =y
wife Smt. Gayatri Devi,

MNADLE PROPERTY

1. 1le
Five stone studded rings.
g.nk A('r‘,lul
Savings Hank Account with the State Bank
of Irdia, Central Secretarist Branch,
New Dolhi, « Balance &. 3,841,090,
Vijays Cash Certificatng doted 14,5,1976
for h, 10,000/~ (Ten thousand rupeos)

and & 5,000/= (Five thousand rupess). The
certificates will sature on 14.%, 1983,

(QVAAN SINGH)

BacktoIndex | 117
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. od Drom Beas
v AdStignsd Faritiive Allwwmcr le svcags . ‘ ! ‘
Geet, of Iadie. Crotpal Basrd of Threct Yoma 2 7V 3 g

SN the 1TIA Jew 1HTR

JBAL dnsmaty, 31,

Wage receipts of Chaudhary Charan Slngh, 1982 and 1987

Bhagvati Charan Yarma, Padma Bhushan

Hindi writer and poet, Parantap p 71. 1978. Back to Index
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CHARAN SINGH, 1983

“...prominent among Swamiji's many faceted

achievements was his gift of a cultural and

organizational basis to our nationalist

aspirations. He bitterly denounced the caste
system with its countless taboos and
privileges and exposed its malpractices in
private and public life. By acknowledging
merit alone as the criteria of superiority
(brahmin-hood) and not birth /e sought to
solve the problem of social inequality which had
been the cause of our repeated political

subjugations.”

Charan Singh. 1983, Speaking on
Swami Dayanand'’s Nirvana Shatabdi

Need Of Inter-caste
Marriages

-
CHARAN SINGH'S

ADDRESS
FROM OUR LUCKNOW oFficE

eradicate the twin ey '
v o
&nd untouchability wn.:]sm:!do“?:-'
!o: gi}:'::‘r:: Sir{vinh. U.P. Minm(-':
ance an Reven
:vddrossmr: the sixth U%-', l;‘a';ll:c
Mxi'r‘d Classee Conference I;
&kur, in Unnan district.

Mr Charan Sin

Singh
should purge socicty st:)l{d n!ag:‘y
;nado Inequalities and 1nju:tice‘.
b:wsne\-or “holy " thev ‘mighs"
m.’:md provide equality of oppor-
nity for the Individua) growth
and evolution “"Your humaniiy

mc;;roc!]y inhumanity," he added
e observed that th i :
e s
:’l caste restrictions lndmslrl‘;g:-,(‘f
o:c,::r‘;{'d the ‘cnu]mry had alwavs
C Simultaneously, Te
Pointed out that there wa(: auchn:
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aran Singh at multiple public meetings in
at dominated rural areas of Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana., 1980s
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1921: 19-year-old Charan Singh accepts
food cooked by Balmiki hostel sweeper,
boycotted in college.

1927: Refuses position as Principal,
Jat High School Baraut & Jat Degree
College, Lakhavti unless they removed
Jat from name.

1932: Organizes common meals for
Harijans, enabled them draw water
from village wells from which they
were excluded.

1932-39 & 1943-46: Employs Harijan as
cook in Ghaziabad and Meerut.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 122
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’ . o >
. ’ rEsofuTIoNS POR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTER TC BE
1939: no enquiry as to . oK 3-10-1939 at 7.30 P.M.

> . y  mreeerem—-
the caste of a £ of Mover ‘Besolution.

1 J Jt. Charan Singh a) Whereas our province is predominantly agricultural
Candldate ' x PR Yy and the vast majority of Govt. servants have thoir
. duties cast with the ggriculturists or adminjster
. ' departments solely entrusted with the welfare uf
the rural classes and whereas public employments
! have uptil now almost entirely gone to non-agricul-
g turista or to town-dwellers or to thosa wno lord
pe T it over the peor peasantry and who tonssguently
. have 1ittle aympathy with the troubles of the agri-
culturists or cannot appreciate their nceds and
. - whoreas it 1a the agriculturists who contribute
sighty percent of the provinsial revenus, the party
is of opinion that the Oovt. should, with due
: regard %o efficiency. guarantee a minimm of Ilifty
v percent of Govt. employments %o sons or dopendents
) of tho actual tillers of the soil go that The,
pouantrz may have its duc share in the inigtra-
tion of ths province and the purposo and intentiona
of Govt. bo better carried out,

—_——————

(b) Resolved thut in the opinion of the psrty the caste
of & Hindu candidate ahould not be Inguired into

T while seeking admiasion Into an cducational inati-

tution or public servica, The cnly ingquiry, howover

that may be made should be whether the candidate

belonge to a scheduled Oasve.

3 October 1939 Note to Congress Legislature Party

Source: Charan Singh Archives. Back to Index | 123
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P S MR 1948: Ensures caste of
e tenure-holder not entered in
| revenue records.

“ Poaolit Howl -l»—vv-\t-.ﬁal-l. 3 &y, S :
—’ n.u.vu s—q¢vm'....1_,uug.;.“o¢\ 2

Pandit Govind Vallab Pant at a village meeting with young Charan Singh. 1950

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 124
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1951: Moves resolution in the Executive of Pradesh

Congress Committee that no member of the party Wm

should be allowed to associate himself with caste
Institutions or organisations.

1953, 1954, 1956: Issues instructions to recruit ~ M$ m ﬁ
18% from the Scheduled Castes as Lekhpals and ¢
Amins. 3&-

1952-55: Preference given to landless in

the allotment of abadi sites in ZALR and ﬁthmmm

Consolidation laws.

ZALR makes every villager owner of his house, mm;?mm
well and trees; especially beneficial to the landless m g
Scheduled Castes. m '

Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.
Source : Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 125
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1954: Writes to PM Nehru to pass law that only those
youth who married outside, or were prepared to marry
outside, their caste be recruited in gazetted government
services. Nehru disagrees on account of freedom of
choice of individuals.

1958: Scheduled caste ‘tenants-at-will’ made owners
in Kumaon under the Zamindari Abolition Act

1967: Appoints 6 Backward Castes, 4 Muslims, 1
Scheduled Caste ministers: highest representation from
each community in any Cabinet since 1937. First-ever
Harijan member of State Public Services Commission.

1971: Withdraws financing from all educational institutes
that named themselves after a caste or community: all
institutions quickly removed caste and community names.

Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.
Source Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 126
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1973: BKD Manifesto proposes 20% reservation for
Scheduled Castes in factories in both private and public
sector, as also in permits or licenses, which do not
require any technical skills.

1973-77: Retains Harijan and a depressed class
Christian as cook in Lucknow.

1977: Includes pledge for implementation of 1954
Kaka Kalelkar Commission report in Janata Party
manifesto. Bihar government led by his protégé
Karpoori Thakur implements reservation for the most
backward castes.

1979: Cabinet sends resolution to President Sanjiva
Reddy to implement reservations based on caste for
Backward Classes in Central Services.

Pictorial Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal, 1969.

Source Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 127
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v almost entirely gone to n

Backward Classes e e e o S iy
Siie L | e welfere of the rural olasses et
Ployseants have uptil oo
8oricul v
Miists or w townedwel lors o o thoss wio lord ie
over
Baww 1ittle YRpathy iy

POOT pearantsy and who onsequently

thelr needs and
) Wherean 1t 1 the
sgrical tuzrives wiho
Outrioute

1936-1967: Indian National Congress
*Iohty percent of e provaicial revenues, tie Farty 1o or

Sought 50-60% reservation in
opinion thoet the “Overmment ahoula, fegard
* mintmus of fifey poﬂ.:a'.'::hxtf-qt -:x:::::m.

government services for 'sons of
. y YuaTantee .
cultivators £ sons Or depentents of the setmal aery
|, Peasaatry may have 1ts Gue share in the adning
e provd and et ot
beties c":’:’": ou::" Ppurpose and 1inteations of Wﬂlh-o:‘u

Back to Index | 128

Source: Charan Singh Archives



CHAPTER SEVEN

1939

i

3 October 1939 N
ote to Col .
Source: Charan Singh Archri]vgerse.SS Legallsiore Py

. ly ’
pEsofuTIONS FOR riE - EXECUTIVE COMMITTER 7¢ BE -
. H of 3-10-1939 at T.30 P.M.
P or ‘Resolution.
Fte a) Wheroao our province is prodoumantl osricultural

(e)

(a)

(o)

the rural classes
have uptil now &
turista or to
i1t over the paoor

or

try and who sonssguently
nave ittle sympath the troubles of the sgri-
culturista oF cannot appreciato thoir noods and
whoreas it i1a. the azxmnlmristn who
eignty percont of
4s of opinicxn ¢ the OJovi. ghould ,
regard % erriciency. guarantee 4
percent of Govt. =P cyments %0 SOns
of tho actual ¢illers of the s0il 00
poammu'y may haveo its
tion of the province and tho
of Govt. be Lettor sarried outs

Regolvod thet 4n the opiniom of the party the caste
of & Hindu candidate apould not be inguired iato
while soekKing admiasion into an (-duenttonal inati-
tution oF public servica. The cnly Anguiry. nowover
that may be made should be whether the candidate
pelonge to o ochof’.ulod ogate.

to discuss the rulos roecently eramed by tne GovEis-
ponera conferrod Y sections
33 Logislatlve Chambors (Menbers
molunontu) Act,;

To discuss the natter of aorruption in polico ranks
with gpecial roforonco %< Moradebad and gorndas-

To discuss

the poiicy undo:l;tn? tho appc‘:.qutu
of the Inapec tor Goneral of Civii

Hospitalss
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1947

— e~

Why 60 per ceat. services should be reserved for sons of cultivators ?

ACCORDING to the census of 1931, persons or earners who are actuslly
ongugvd in cultivation of land they hold either as tenants or a3 owners, ap
apart from lnbourers or those who depend solely or principsily onm agricultaral
rens, form the largess butk of the toral earners of oar provinee, viz, 5115
per cent. When the agrienltursl labourers are included, the figure swells to
755 per cent. Qo upstionsl s'asisucs were nos collecred in the Censos of 1941,
but there is no reason 1o suppose that the proportion has changed io anv mat-rial
degree since 1031, [u 1« the agrizuliurists, therefore, who are entitled to be
called the peaple —the musses = f the United Provinces. All the depariuments
of the Goveromant have been crested with a view to serve the interests of the
people. Copsticuting se they do suh an overwhelming percentage of the
population, one would expect 'hat the Government services in we United
Proviuces would be mauned largoly by the =ons of agricaliarists or that at any
rate their number 1n e services vould somewhat nearly reflect their strength
in the entire vopulace, But toat i« far from the case; o constts of Government
gervants, according to the profession of their parents or guardiane, 18 not
availnble, butit can e asscried witnout fear of contradiction that their pro rtion}
oxeludir g the services thal are eithar risky or are very paid, does not 1o
sny way exceed ten por cont. It 1s submisted that tbis state ol whings bas 1o be
radically altered.

- - ,_/,?\,,/‘~—;

January 1947 Resolution to Congress Legislature Party

Source: Charan Singh Archives.
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Justice for the
Backward Classes

1967-1976: Bhartiya Kranti Dal & Bhartiya Lok Dal
Transitioned from reservations on occupation to caste,

partly due the stubbornness of higher castes and
socialists who joined BKD after the death of Ram Manohar

Lohiain 1967.

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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- VAEH the welfare Of the rural @
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I NEXY At o Consequently hawe 1ittle wymp . :
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b Bewds s Wherean 1t fn the sgrical turiwes wiho
ighty pe c Voo
Y percenc of the provalicial e sy
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L the Covernment ahwoul e
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efiiclency,
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s Afty percent of Covernmen enpl
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* province and the P en
: d fpose and intention “ove
SeCier carried out, >V ' <
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Justice for the
Backward Classes

1976-1978: Janata Party

Actively advocated caste-based reservations, implemented
these with Karpoori Thakur in Bihar and Ram Naresh Yadav in
Uttar Pradesh

1979-1985: Lok Dal

Cabinet sends resolution to President Sanjiva Reddy for
implementing reservations on basis of the report of the
Backward Classes (Kalekar) Commission 1955

Reservations form key part of 1980 and 1984 Lok Dal manifesto
and his addresses at annual party conventions

Source: Charan Singh Archives

=wews 'GF LW WNELTE COUNTEY,
’U\ thil |:-n bn i o0id in rospoct of
Schefit od Costos #lsn, The Schedded
Caston' npbers slee diffar frem Stete to
State,

Tt ,tha proposs]l in regard to resarvetion
of backverd clessss, S0 recormended by the
Kol gker Commisalon, Lo likaly to conflict
vith the Suprmme Court's declision thet the
ato]l prrcentege of reservetion stould net
sxoond WL, P‘y proposal, hovever, is
':n'\'lv od only ta resarvetion of jobs in
Geoupe A & 0 sad, tharefors, Sccording to
flgured ~fven In ths note ftsalf, does mot
wAtrivana tha deuision of the Suprme
Court In this regerd,

proposdl Lo os follovoet-

= Tha Schodul od Castes ond Tridbes
Mirocdy anjoy rassrvetion in secrudtaent
ta pwllc servicss proportionsts to thair
ool Stisn, Dut there sre m-islly md
oduzntions]lly hackuird -1sases other then
Schodul od Canton/Tribes, bhoth 'indue snd
fuslins, vhe constitute rore them SO per cant
of our entire gopulstion md yot heve 1ittle
or no plece In the sdsinfste-tive nop af the
muntry and ore thorefore morting under ©
sinos of Infustice mnd deprivetion, While
msorvetion cmrot be ® pamment ferture
of our polity, in & e usl mole] o rder
that ohtsine tadey, thero 10 no altemotive
to the policy of prefermntie] opportinitinn, e
- Thet 10 s In order to redress the
e inbtlmce In sdninietrstion, the
rd Clecson Comnieslon Sppointed the

thion fovememnt wnder Article 340 of J.
Constitution in 1955, had recosmendod thet
25% of Q1#es 1 Govermment jobe, 3K of
Cioss 11 _Sobe end 0% In the rost of the
Contrrl Govermment services be reserved for
thoso beckward :.l.u.k In 1ine vith those
rocormondotions, the tats GCovemeants of
Tomil Medy, Kernatexs, Korels snd Andhre
prodosh had, durin & Congress regima,
node reservotions (n seord taent in Pewour
of thass closses to Stu- Sorvices in wer:
proportions ewe 20 yetre Ago, Buk no on
m thie uzlt! has w far been IQ-\ in tha
ophare of Cantrél Covarmmont services, T
Cotinot, therefore, hereby de-ides that 2
of the Qess 1 -uq-- 1 Sobs in the
nmon of the Uhion l‘av-n-v't vill henoa
forth for 1ties
ethor m- Schedd od c"u-/lnho.. —

"l wuld sleo 1ike thet & nejor Pector of luv"td-uy
mc:a to 5C end Sta, 1 -uu--c-t- 1 hove,
ot onging o remo Y.
tharefors, ouggestod thets

9 thet nreveile todey Smong pub!

LR

Back to Index

| 132



CHAPTER ELEVEN

Justice for the
Backward Classes

1976-1978: Janata Party
Actively advocated caste-based reservations, implemented

these with Karpoori Thakur in Bihar and Ram Naresh Yadav in
Uttar Pradesh

1979-1985: Lok Dal

Cabinet sends resolution to President Sanjiva Reddy for
implementing reservations on basis of the report of the
Backward Classes (Kalekar) Commission 1955

Reservations form key part of 1980 and 1984 Lok Dal manifesto
and his addresses at annual party conventions

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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CHAPTER TWELVE

Fearless &
Forithright

Swami Dayanand Charan Singh, New Delhi. 1981
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CHAPTER TWELVE

GIANI ZAIL SINGH, (1990)

Opposed collective farmin g “I got an opportunity to hear Chaudhary Saheb’s inspiring

. . speech. ... [he] vigorously opposed the Collective Farming
resolution in the Janua ry proposal brought by Panditji. I was spellbound by

i Chaudhary Saheb’s hour-long fluent speech...... In the
1959 All India Congress haudh heb’s hour-long fl h h
Committee meetin g in pandal, there was all round clapping when Panditji moved
the resolution, but afier Chaudhary Saheb’s speech it
N agpur seemed as if the tables had been turned.

Panditji replied to Chaudhary Saheb, and though not
agreeing with Panditji, we had to support him because
such was the force of his personality then. [ know for sure
that had I been in Panditji'’s place [ would not have been
able to argue the case put forth by Chaudhary Saheb.”

Giani Zail Singh 1916-1994.
President of India. Union Home Minister, and Chief

Charan Singh on Nehru's proposal of ) Minister Punjab. On Chaudhary Charan Singh's Speech
L D) Cooperaﬁvei—mming AL opposing collective farming at AICC, Nagpur. Jan 1959 Back to Index | 135
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<) Driver to Ch Charan Singh 1980-87
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Seated: Charan Singh, son Ajit, wife Gayatri Devi
Standing, from left: niece Manju, daughters Saroj, Ved with child Rashmi, Gyan & Sharda.
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Charan Singh with daughter Gyanwati and
grandchildren Rashmi, Yandana, Vivek. Lucknow, 1970.

Charan Singh with granddaughters Rashmi and Maina. Lucknow, 1970

Family
marn

Charan Singh with grandson Saurabh, Lucknow. May 1972.

«

Charan Singh with granddaughters Rashmi,
Maina, Varsha and Sandhya. Lucknow, 1970s

’,,414 “ )l. l

Charan Singh with daughter Satyawati, grandchildren Indu,

Maina, Varsha, Mira, Kavita and Vinita. Lucknow, 1970.
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Chaudhary Charan Singh and Gayatri Devi with nieces Archana

and Anju. 5 Race Course Road, New Delhi, 1977 4
Charan Singh with grandsons Amitabh and Saurabh. Lucknow, May 1972 .
o — ~
‘ 1 l | v |

Chaudhary Charan Singh and Gayatri Devi
with grandchild. New Delhi, 1982

Charan Singh with granddaughter Neha, daughter Vedwati,
Gayatri Devi. 12 Tughlag Road, New Delhi, 1983. Back to Index | 139
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Charan Singh (standing) with Raghubir Singh Tyagi (1946)

‘i) Charan Singh's’ 1972 Interview, NMML

1929: Joins Indian National Congress.
Establishes Town Congress Committee
of Ghaziabad, holds elected positions
until 1939.

1931: Elected to Meerut District Board,
Vice Chairman till 1935.

1937-74: Elected 8 consecutive terms
as MLA - 1937,1946, 1952, 1957, 1962,
1967,1969 & 1974.

1939 to 1946: President or General
Secretary of Meerut District Congress
Committee.
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1946-57: General Secretary of UP
Legislature Congress Party

1946-67: Member All-India Congress
Committee, Member U.P. Pradesh
Congress Committee

1951-65: Member State Election
Committee or UP Congress
Parliamentary Board

Charan Singh (standing) with Raghubir Singh Tyagi (1946)

") Charan Singh's’ 1972 Interview, NMML Back to Index | 142




CHAPTER FOURTEEN

ANOTHER MINISTER
FOR U.P, =
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Charan Singh, Lucknow, 1940s

Source: Charan Singh Archives

1929: Joins Indian National Congress. Establishes Town
Congress Committee of Ghaziabad, holds elected
positions until 1939.

1931.: Elected to Meerut District Board, Vice Chairman
till 1935.

1937-74: Elected 8 consecutive terms as MLA - 1937,
1946,1952,1957,1962,1967, 1969 & 1974.

1939 to 1946: President or General Secretary of Meerut
District Congress Committee.

1946-51: Parliamentary Secretary in the U. P. ministry,
protégé of Pandit GB Pant Chief Minister.

1946-57: General Secretary of UP Legislature
Congress Party

1946-67: Member All-India Congress Committee,
Member U.P. Pradesh Congress Committee.

1951-65: Member State Election Committee or
UP Congress Parliamentary Board.
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1951-59

e Cabinet Minister for Justice
and Information

e Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry, and Information

e Revenue, Scarcity,
Agriculture, Cane
Development, Food
Development and Animal
Husbandry

e Revenue, Transport

e Finance, Irrigation, Power

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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With Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, 1951.

Pandit Pant with Charan Singh playing Holi, 1950s
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1960-67

e Minister for Home, Police

e Agriculture, Animal Husbandry &
Fisheries

e Minister for Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry, Fisheries and Forests

Chaudhary Charan Singh, Forest Minister, Uttar Pradesh, 1963

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 145
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1960-67

e Breaks away from the Congress,
becomes Chief Minister of first
non-Congress government since
1936.

e Disparate Samyukt Vidhayak Dal of
Jana Sangh, Samyukt Socialist Party,
Communists, Swatantra Party, Praja
Socialist Party, Republican and
Independents.

e Neverjoined another political party
after 1967, formed his own parties.

Governor Das swearing in Chaudhary Charan Singh as first
non-Congress Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 3 Apr 1967.

Charan Singh sworn in as Chief Minister of UP, 3 April 1967

<) Vijay Rana’s Interview with Charan Singh, 1985 Back toIndex | 146
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‘New Delhi, April 9 (PTI) - The non -Congress
Chief Ministers had their first ‘get -together” at
a dinner given by Haryana Chief Minister Rao

Birendra Singh here tonight.

Except for the Orissa Chief Minister, all the
eight non-Congress Chief Ministers were
present. The Executive Councillor of Delhi. Mr

V.K. Malhotra also attended.”

Source: Hindustan Times Archives
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1967-68: Co-founder of Bhartiya Kranti Chm‘f SingC!; will be
Dal with senior ex-Congressmen from sworn in as CM today

Bihar, UP, Ben i ; Cabinet of 16 by Wednesd:

Iihar, Ur, gal, Orissa and Rajasthan, el \ nesday

Chairman 19 More defections from
airman 1968.

U.P. Congress likely

1969: BKD the second largest P

legislative party in Uttar Pradesh with b
98 seats of 425, over 20% of the votes.
Becomes Leader of the Opposition.

B
>
<

- ——
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- - S

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 148
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Pictorial Manifesto of
Bharatiya Kranti Dal,
1969

National character
Unemployment
Economic challenges
Corruption

Urdu

Education w:#m@m “3 w 'itzme:" v Hindi

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 149
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1970: Chief Minister of UP for the second time,

with support of Indira Gandhi’s Congress (R) after both
factions of the Congress approach him to

form government.

1974: BKD does well in U.P. elections (106 seats
of 425) and 21% of the popular vote

Governor Reddy swearing in Chaudhary Charan Singh as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 16 Feb 1970 Begum Zaheer hosting Indira Gandhi and Charan Singh to tea Lucknow, 1970.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 150
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Chaudhary Charan Singh's
swearing in as
CM of Uttar Pradesh

2 January 1970

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 151
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1974: Constitutes Bharatiya Lok Dal (BLD) with merger of BKD, Swatantra Party, Samyukta Socialist Party
(Raj Narain), Utkal Congress (Biju Patnaik), Rashtriya Loktantrik Dal (Balraj Madhok), Kisan Mazdoor Party
and Punjabi Khetibari Zamindari Union as a ‘Democratic Nationalist” alternative to the Congress.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back toIndex | 152
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1976-77

e Co-founder of Janata Party.

e BLD provides the principal
electoral base for the
decimation of the Congress in
North India. Wins from
Baghpat, UP.

e First non-Congress
government in Delhi since
Independence.

e Home Minister of India

Prime Minister Morariji Desai flanked by Jagjivan Ram, Ch Charan Singh and Atal B Vajpayee
meeting President of United States of America Jimmy Carter in Delhi
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Chaudhary
Charan Singh at
historic peasant
rally in Delhi.

23 Dec 1978.
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1979 - Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister of India

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 156
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Unconditional support from
Indira Congress, 1979

T T el i T 5
. .
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.

Indira Gandhi with Charan Singh and Gayatri Devi, December 1978.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 157
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Prime Minister of India, 28 July 1979

President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy swearing in Charan Singh as Prime Minister.

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 158
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Prime Minister Charan Singh,
15 August 1979 at Red Fort, Delhi
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o

Kishan Chand Tyagi, politician. b 1950. Why did Chaudhary Charan

Singh leave the Janata Party in 1979?
Back to Index | 160
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Launches Kisan Trust
on 2 October 1979

e FEducate rural masses on their
rights

e Toengage with city folk and
intellectuals and bring to them
the problems of rural India.

CHaudhary Charan Singh with Ch. Devi Lal, Raj Narain and Karpoori Thakur at launch of Kisan Trust. 2 Oct 1979

Back toIndex | 161
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Asli Bharat
Real India
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P et e

Chaudhary Charan Singh reading Asli Bharat newspaper, 12 Tughlaq Road, 1984

Source: Charan Singh Archives Back to Index | 162
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Parliamentary
FElections,
1980

® Lok Dal wins 41 Parliamentary seats with
9.4% of the national vote.

® Strong in 5 states of Rajasthan, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa

® Chaudhary Charan Singh re-elected to
Parliament from Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh.

® 7 of the 29 (25%) seats won by Lok Dal in
Uttar Pradesh by Muslim candidates.

Source: Statistical Report on General Elections 1980 to the
Seventh Lok Sabha. Election commission of India, 1981

Map of India, 1980.

Orissa
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1980
Parliamentary
FElections Ut rads

Bihar
54 seats

Rajasthan
25 seats

. Janata Party 29 % of Orissa

votes polled
21 seats

Haryana
10 seats

*Percent votes do not total 100 due
to other parties not shown

Source: Statistical Report on General Elections 1980 to the
Seventh Lok Sabha. Election commission of India, 1981 Back to Index | 164
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1980
Parliamentary
FElections

. Total Seats in Lok Sabha

. Lok Dal came 1st

Lok Dal came 2nd

Source: Statistical Report on General Elections 1980 to the
Seventh Lok Sabha. Election commission of India, 1981

No. of seats

80

85

UP

25

Bihar

Odisha
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Asguat 17, 1963

1983-1984: Becomes centre of political opposition to Congress.

1985: Elections after Indira Gandhi’s assassination in 1984 decimate all
Opposition, elected to Parliament with 3 other members.
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1983-1984: Becomes centre of political opposition to Congress.

1985: Elections after Indira Gandhi’s assassination in 1984 decimate all
Opposition, elected to Parliament with 3 other members.

Chaudhary Charan Singh and Atal Behari Yajpayee, 1983.
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Chaudhary Charan Singh's Election Broadcast

1984 General Elections

Lok Dal fighting class and caste wars Lok Dal committed to transferring power to the Banish poverty
rural and urban poor

Lok Dal Election Broadcast by Charan. Charan Singh 30th Nov 1984, Back to Index | 168
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Incapacitated by
a brain stroke,

6 November
1985

Former President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy greeting an ailing Charan Singh at his residence in Delhi. May 1986.

Source: Charan Smg/—: Archives
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Passed away 29 May 1987

T K s

MACHARAN sIxON

B e
A Ajit Singh with urn of ashes of
President Zail Singh, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Balram Son Ajit Singh lights the pyre of Chaudhary 0L it Chaudhary Charan Singh on 1 June 1987.
Jakhar and KC Pant. Kisan Ghat, Delhi. 29 May 1987 Charan Singh. Kisan Ghat, Delhi. 29 May 1987. v Ly oy )‘
- ) :

Source: Charan Singh Archives
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Chaudhary Charan Singh’s final journey. 31 May 1987
Source: Doordarshan News.

Govind Singh, Jai Pal Singh, Avinash Varma, Ajit Singh, Basudeva Singh immersing Chaudhary Charan Singh's’ ashes in the Ganga at Haridwar.
Source: Charan Singh Archives
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Dr. Swamy on

Charan
Singh. 1987.

“.. he will be
remembered in
Indian History
more and more,
like Sardar
Patel”

Dr. Subramanian Swamy, b. 1939. politician,
former Member of Parliament, Union Minister.

Economist and professor. . Back to Index | 172
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Dr Sarup Singh on Charan
Singh's place in Indian
History, 1987

Dr. Sarup Singh. 1917-2003. Academic, Governor, Member
Parliament, Member UPSC, Vice-Chancellor Delhi University
and ourhorrry on Shakespeore Back to Index | 173
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Sionificance in
Indian political history

e  Charan Singh’s political career involved him at all levels of the
Indian political system.

e  Principal spokesman of the middle peasantry of India.

e Identified with aspirations of the ‘Other Backward Castes’ of
intermediate social status between the elite and the lower
castes.

e  Wrote number of books and political pamphlets that present
an extremely sophisticated and coherent alternative
development strategy for India, entirely different from
neo-liberal industrialisation.

e  Authored several original books on land reform, agriculture
and economic development that take a broad comparative

() ) perspective and are of theoretical interests as well to scholars

of economic development.
Rehan Fazal, BBC Hindi World Service. May 2020.
How Chaudhary Charan Singh will be remembered in history. Back to Index | 174
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PAUL R BRASS, 2011

“My own perception of Charan Singh is of a

flawed political leader, who achieved much, but
also much less than he hoped, partly because of
his relentless drive to exercise power and his
contempt for most of his political associates and
rivals. Flawed though he was, he stood
apart from most of his political opponents
— and the urban intellectuals who hated
him - in intellect, personal integrity, and in
the coherence of his economic and SOCIAl c....cow s sumevioss st mio v
thought.”

Paul Brass, An Indian Political Life. Charan Singh and Congress Politics. Volume 1. 2011 Back toIndex | 175
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Unveiling ceremony of the portrait of
Chaudhary Charan Singh, 23 Dec 1993 @
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Un wez’lé’ng ceremony of the |
portrait of Chaudhary Charan

LA ]

!

'Pr“Erlne Minister Narasimha Rao.
Yo

Cec’rral Hall of Parliament, 23
DT ember 1993. ,
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President Murmu
presenting Bharat Ratna
to Chaudhary Charan
Singh at Rashtrapati
Bhavan investiture

ceremony

30 March 2024
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Jayant Chaudhary receiving the
Bharat Ratna from President Murumu

Bharat Ratna

Dudl wra Rix (wewiain)
Chandhary Charan Singh (Pesthueoes)
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Bharat Ratna

Jayant Chaudhary receiving the
Bharat Ratna from President Murumu Back to Index | 181
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Bharat Ratna
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