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O\ O\ o [aN

IE UfEIfie AEehR s HAIRTS RIfoM Us args, faeell @
(N

Hifkge 3fAe BRIsa P deicd ST g | e @R g
U YRS Siae SR Wl SaFe TR¥adl IR AT Tl & aRkA
3R FHAHH & Rl gMTEl @ AT WIET ARG ©; 9830 W RN
ISR B & A1 ITBT oAdl 3R TERT ST 8T Sfd I7al+ ygall
R HRS 7T BRI PHET BT e BT, ARG T A e
B b W1 WA T; 9€30 B IUD A MOREE § UH Jal adhid B
WU H IR BRIBIA; €89 H NGl & IRd d1a BRIRAT & aRA
IR AAHAT & T R I8 AR, SR T § Jema & g9 Rerfa;
TRBHR H IAHT A 3R SRR 8%, deetHlg Ucd AR Tifde
T Ud Afed IS SR & STIfad FAdill & aR H @] AT |

=R 8 AMCREINTR §9 WIEHR BT S H are eI & oy
TRESIT DR BT MR 2 |

Introduction

This historical interview is available to us thanks to the far-sighted Oral
History program of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML), Delhi.
Chaudhary Charan Singh shares memories of his early life and the abiding
influences of the character and programs of Swami Dayanand Saraswati and
Mahatma Gandhi; his long and deep association with the Indian National
Congress since 1930 when he first headed the Meerut District Congress
Committee; his participation in the long non-violent struggle for freedom from
colonial Britain including his multiple periods of incarceration; his career as
a young lawyer in Ghaziabad in the 1930s; his views on the downfall of the
character and morality of Congressmen soon after Independence in 1947; the
poor state of the administration in Uttar Pradesh; his experience in government
and his recollections of national and regional political leaders including
Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and Govind Ballabh Pant.

The Charan Singh Archives is thankful to Sarabjeet Kaur for translating this
interview from the original Hindi to English.

Harsh Singh Lohit
www.charansingh.org
info@charansingh.org
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[aN [N
uild- YiIxdd

dtedl aver e 9 — Mg /YR, e — miormER, 23
faawR, 1902, el — ™RGS 3R RN, B A TG 1929-67;
qsd IREA fSRede 9IS 1930—1935; WS IR U
e 9T 1937 — 1939 3R 1946 — 77; FIST AfT IR U9
1946—51; fdUeT & T SR U< fAE= |91 1971—77; AU
AT RO pifdee 1967, TR Aldael 1974, STAdT YISl 1977,
IR dAihed RIdwR 1979; H3l SR USY WRGR 1951—67, T8
HEM DI 37afe BT BISHY G HAI SR UL A 1967, HRAR
1968 3R WRaX] 1970 I fIFCaR 1970; H=1d 8 HA A 1977
A S 1978; SU-VEE HAT IR By o HA SR 1979
AT 1979; UL HAT Sells 1979 | SITARI 1980 T | HPBI:
U9 3T STHIGR, DIRMIRET BIHT TS RTawT fSars
m@m@w$ﬁmﬁwmwﬁwﬁm
T B, Wi YAleR g7 ST T, SHHIMHD ATSCHIR
3 Sfeam sea aid e ®IR, fears ghHiHe uifer: 3
e sgfiie, e 977 29 95 1987 |

gfada & & faw

YRS STa= TIT 3 FAIST &1 J49Td; TRTITETE Ja] & QR
wfafafern, @t Sfr @1 o § uME; | 1937 3R 1946 @
. WRA B SEIeH; WaAdl & are i &) Rl W
1937 B BT TRBR B! N W Y feuof); “<ivs fafer” qolﬁ’ro
INAA TF QAT HA; AR AN ©d, X! 3G fhads, WRER
yod, TMfdwe doot¥ I I < Sl o Treiferd ERERT |
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T8 IS AT Yddhleld

AIRg® il?IE'»N'I HIETChIX

gterdl avor Rig

TGS 9o HRANI 9£9R

ST SATHATS A9al &IXI



AERT TROT AT BT IRTHR | TGS 9o BRAYT IE0R 3

IMHATA Ha-<T: ARl A8d, T A9 IJg g &b el
TS DI Rl H 30 R BIF—dF A I[oTiTad, AHTd AR
g1 uvTg us?

oRvT 48 S8l a6 amoie iR e &3 @l 9 ©, S9
TAI & AAINID Sl 3R SMRIEATS $1 RIeqsii &1 R FuR
I8 Y91d ST | T8l & JTeifad & o a1d © a1 999 Ul
<Y B QAT AT TIAT D WG WRT L AT IH A H,
I 1918—19 H, Y AR Iw @ foed 88 gRIe 9Rd
IR UGl | S/ ) YT & 98 F AN H QMR Bl 91aer
UgT 83| O19 89 <Al Hell H Ugd o d9 Wl i BT Sf_red
WﬁW|30mﬁ191gaﬁ|QM|ﬁ*|lml mﬂ|138ﬂﬁ?{aﬁ
SIferatarerl anT &1 "edr A1 gg, 99 g6l JIoiHldd geRll ®
AR HY Silad WR gU |

ga-ar: W< FUST g BT W < B oF A &
YR fHar ST T o, T Sf O 918§ 3 IR S8 @i
BT TR AT, T SR 3TAR T Sff & 34 & Ugel I o1?

IROT R8: 99 T BT g4 Il SKHETA BT a1y, Il
T Sft @7 Rt # o 8 ifhd IrerRIer Uh H WU &
wU S M S A Y AT | W@ S BT Al ST SaER e
e | S8l d% 9 A1 BT dled® 8, WX HUR Al GFT BT MW
A B BT | IH FHY A Y UE — Alelg Ardl dl T |

Hg=<T: ST & o o 2 f afResl g, 1, dome el
ERITOM H SMRIAHIST BT BTHT U9 o1, df T IMATATS B
e UVTT & STl D Iegaral wU BT Y 3T TR UHIG
qsT?

=ROT E: RIS A1 Iedre] 8 81 o, wifd AR 84
QRIS STHT @1 ‘3felaH<d’ UR WA BT RI@rdm 8 | Irgdre
BT AER AT AR-EAS F G, g9 BIg AP BN | 9 W
AIAT—Uar a1 AR fhar o iR smiHrSt A1 781 o, olfde
ARITHATS BT J¥1G A AR HAIBIA H o | 999 g8l I © fd
I9 Th U BICT Al worHl &l gedd off, RTaH TR1E iR 719 ®
RaeT® TR o, dl IHHT 9 31 IR 3R ISl | TR T IAhdl
Bidl H o, 98 RerR 81 W o, 9 99U 4 I U qored
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UhIRT <Al | ST H 9ga Al A8l FHSIT o, Jifdh 39 g 9
JMRITHTST BT UcTeT 3R 3TITeT AR ol sl &f &7 |

Hd-<1: RIATST BT 3D Silad & T el IaT?

TxoT Rig: § 59 MRTITEre § gdbTeld bRl o, dl Bidg & a1
YIS BT Y Brddhdr T | H 1930 H TR 1939 Th IJTATHTST
BT NIRRT V&T |

HAd<I: g9 QRTT AT R—T—HT d F fa?

IRYT g A & R WMol & Wl faaR o, 9 &1
W IR 8 | TEEE § 3 ghied & | M @
IRIFIATS H H RO} OTFReT Aghex] 3R Ifeuel 87| a8l S
TIRE HRIAT R8T | H IMAAHIST BT Alshd drabal -l T, & ol
FhTeAd BRAT AT 3R ARI—ATT BT BT U B HRAT AT | 519
e ST A 1932 H YA 3faTs, ST 8ol bl &gl | arefgal
P NET o1, B Racl a9 fhar df 94 dgf 9« Rl &1
HE|IST AT R S SN ANl & |1 il W SR | I8 Udh
U ST o T RIS BT B B8 IoTT AT B &l | <l
3 T & ARG BRIHH § Iy R Ha) o |

HTA]I: <R AIEd, 99 axh &l UM dcl I8 o, AT
WE I Yl UM o, S [ @R sigr=< ol 7 ool 4 I
T o &R Tah eI|A™l BT HRIHH o, [ qaeliT ded &,
AT T IFBT I AR FIAT?

IRYT RiE: I8 a1 980 sl @I 91 © | 9 @Al H INRT Hleial
H Al AT| AT 1919 § PR 1925 dFb IE | TaAT| Wl
ST Sil BT Al 23 QAR 1926 H deal 81 AT AT | 81T Sl
ARG AT 2T, I8 1922 H FTIT oI 3HR RT A Y b
o7 | 981 AABMI oY o | [ U8l @RSl F T8l Yfg |
BART S ISl | PIS ARl 81 o7 |

Hg=g1: 319+ garaT fb 30 AT 1919 BT faeell H el =il | e
M S UgE drel o, 1 9 IS Pl I Uddd H UbS (ol |
9 I<h oMY faemefl 9 S omE # wifeh My AorarE o,
MY UR $HPBT FAT R 3TT?
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Rl e 89 |Fsd o & 78T S 98d 3reeT o) W@ § 3R
g W BT BT S 8 Ol IRV oifbd 89 e & wyg §
BIS Alhd BM TE PR Fhd o |

ATIRT: AU 5 ATl A BIUF H Alhy BT PRAT Yo [HhAT?

IRoT % § 1928 | 1939 I foaTETe § YeT | #9 fifae args
H gPhTeld BT | SID Uh AT 91 81 1929 H A< Mforarare |

BT HHST BIIH P |

AT STl ST @1 Tl 13 3ief 1919 BT g8, ol
I8 Pel Ol © (b IF GaR Bl 2 ferg T @ T 2=l o uga
A RAPT AT AT, 3MUDT I8 WaR b w7 fyefl?

aRT F¥E: 39 ST g1 A8 81, A—dR 39 918 8 Hell 8l |

Hg<l: R Ig Hel SIdl & fb IR—U= Feld T T o, AR
BT I8 Wa¥ T fHen off

=0T fg: TE—TE1 0T A8 o7 | Ug Td ©, I8 Wk T 3y
o fi? § S a6 qd] BT FFAS < &1 T, ST STferidrett
I H el Tell o1 | SUP 918 H RT Bieiol H Y+ aoll 137 |
JT<Tel- Fofdl N&T | 3TRT dhictol W 844 UQTs -al Blel |

A=<l A 1930 & FAWE H 3MU4 9N foram, a1 a1 Iqa
IR H MY FH TARAT?

IRoT R FEIAT SN 9 o9 <] IMET Bl AR WS B Ol
T B BRIGAT o, T8 THE 1 & [Ty TNrIErg 3 o |
MRTATEE & 9T U SATHT §, AT | HET I8 SIaT & fb ggal
&7 GV g7 T, T Iolg A SABT A9 AT & AT | T8 Bl
S & U R | S feA # wSrITeTe § debTerd Rt o, A1
B MRTATETE BT IR BT HHST BT U IMMBI—dRR o7 | 39
IH 89 T Y g8 T, i FARYAR 81 T 3R & #Re ol
H S1e1 fear T |

AT UgCll GBI 3T 1937 H gAd H WS U, I AU I8
JARA & 9 ah DI A1 WA Uiferidiad B off, ST gl
DI IASTHIRT H Ta9T BR Fao! off IR IAHT FIT MER AT, WRAAR
A Y U AT B IR H HY JARA?
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IRUT g TRl @ Te el o T3Fd THihedRee Ul
QA B HIUF A hEAT [HAT o, qrd] BIs urel T8 oY | 3R
H 31 IR 9 T8 $E 91| N Rgad S IFGIR TS gV
9, I8 NI Ut B TR% ¥ G U U | 98 W UHEH STeadrol]
H fed &1 T3 o, IIh] SHBT BIs WIS WS H AT AT T8l
o TE AT | oM 3BT B W fORe 7E 8 uran|

ST BB 8T BT, qdt fTall # 8T 811 | N &1
W Jafed o 9 g H Aifiee” T8l off, SHe a1g & g8 |

gl H D! R de of 7 g | Rrar remifa | S
g9 qiRE B IS T AP BRIl © | 3T A3 & & dTal
@ B dlel &, PET Sl & [P g8 Y ST &, TN | a8l
A S Far o, JgdR g AN, S99 aR | 3ud a1 [JER 8?

RO g ARM ST & @RT 89R J81 980 A1S © | "TidedRa

| U AFell fha & 'R UST gor o | H |l R 8iiR
focd” &1, SFH IMEHT BT HIHI a8 St &, fART
ST 1 81 Sl ® i § BIUd BT B B dTelT o,
Al 7| A1 59 AR UiforfeaT e g8 Al elle]iRg
“ % g B ST oY | AT ATed HNT 9h]” o el o,
ar SHIER o | TR 89 &1 9978 ¥ "WReIhied Ahd” |
BT gourd oY |
Ag_l: $HBT AdAd I8 g3l b S1d el S I SRl

H I 3R I ARG SFal ddb Ugal, dd AR S Bl
XY 3799 MY W 8T 87

2K
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oaxvT R¥E: 9 I8l g |

ATa=<T: Rifh Ugel S RAIRI a9 g31 o & =1aT e 3R
81, GHIGR B, S9® UIe NI 81, 98 aiel e 8l Tar?

oxvT RiE: 8 399 dis faResy &7 91 J8) o | Herer off
P Iregare o T dr 8% d9d @l oY | RImaal &k SHiaRT
BT AT o | ofed O B IR—IR 59 oI 8l el T8
ar 9 efN—eR 3707 31U ged @t A | # 3B Fedls acl §
f6 WX RIcIT® AT I8 Tool™ I8dT 2 IR A o a1d hd
Ih Pped & fb IR Rig 3w e €, e ot & ofhd
SEl ¥ veurd aRd o, ‘e 391 dfede” | I7 fovg @A @
Fefewdl € & PR Ay Bl & Racis |8 el d8 Abd
81, dI AerIdre] 819 & $oolld ofT & 3R 8% PIs 39 W
fagar ft B AT

HTAGl: 9 1946 H W 37U YA oISl o, SH ah b 3T
BIB! YR HIUAT B b o, 1 &7 S b d B AT AT
JARRI?

=aRvl Rig: 99 awh & difbard w1 qaqrs; | H AU g &
H A1 AT 8| AR I8 9 I gals REgHaIR S 8 o |
EA B B IRE H TP A, AR b 3fell Tl Bl Gl
fhar o | g8 e Sl 9 SR gafed o A ST dsg
ofl | merd gard worent off, GAfer™ F1a &3 H AN Bl TSI
@ oY gaTs RISHaIRI T Udb STl M1 831 AT | H ol Sl
i gIdl # g 81| S8l 9o f2wg SHIGaRl &1 |ard
off, Al HEl A M HI SToxd & Tei ot | § RET 81 & g
o7 3R 1942 H H HHT "REB" forar o7 | 49 HH B TRE 4
ST 9T WT BIAT o, S9d 8RT &l HdTdl & el o7| fbx & a1
6B Alshd HTH B T AT, IHITd BRAT AT | A S aTali Dbl
A1 3R 3 ARTT @1 A1 I AR IR A &R a0 I 6] off | 3RS
H BT B ISR W B BT ¥ o), el g WeT ax feaT,
CEESINER IR

HTAq1: TNl WIEd, °1 I8 Hel 3P © b HUd R T
H 1937 H BB AT oI, AP IS IN H H{Y T &7
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RO 48 g1 "9 SR € b T Wied @1 SR SareRare
S @I 97 AfhTd WR R 8 g ofl, gAfely gAferd o’ T agd]
Tl T3 | T & I awh Bl & Fahdl off dfdh a8 ¢
AT | R—4R 91T gedl el T8 | T 1920 § U US U
BT HRIGAT o, oAfh g e 7 RIcAThd 3T Bl Udh
OTIfI® w0 fear iR wiU &7 U W | L dr = 9
s ORIy T | S=iF @el & g9 gafed 986l & dnl
H ARG BT WIaET gl | 3 910 IR ST 1920 H BN
| SHIHT < faar o' | offdhs S fafy &1 AR o, uifda
T 3R I8 U™ & STl Hhacdly | df 8% Sl JATSHT Bl
eSS BRAT A81 SFd 9, O WRER Ued IR el S S
o | 999 fR—IR SRR ded! Feil T | I §ART U "SR S
o7 | IR 3aX B d1di BT BB AH e |

Aqg_l: "IRA Bl ARG’ & IR ¥ 3MY Y A8y, &1
IMue S9H fevar feran?

oRoT R 8 39 SO o forn| 9 ord &1 f=IaT I%
BT | TMITIT 2 3R Pl &A1 8% Sil Bl AU J-T eIl 8Tl
o1 | # feRede T IS &1 IilSe o7 |

Hdg=<l: W3 ¥?

avoT Riw: 8 e # wew # S AT g8, <'a # W v
A g2 | #9379 BT & 9aamsy & Fa1 8 arer 7 iR I8
JATRIAT DY Tl | I8 &H HB el 9dT Fdb, I DIs FAE
TE 41| 8 IR 1942 & fo1 gvag # MfST g5 | & o <@r o
b Sr_Ie @ a1 8, A1 89 Hp ATl | $E faar o
f WS, BA—Well ST MY ANT WA 3R Boli—hell T I8
forerery grft | # oft mSramare ger mar | @& & At 8 T
5 7 Ry &1 T 21 R a1 § gelemm Ara—ans s d@
AT "ggd” Hear 37| R ga an—fou AT axa =, aife
9o BN UI off 3R &9 ¥ $H &I M IR VAT g3l 1 gfora
AISE ar ol dfde ARt @1 ufifshar &1 9978 9 g1 ARWIR 3R+

"I AR BRI 1920 W | I9d 916 S HIUE B, W

Raamhd & g W L |



AERT TROT AT BT IRTHR | TGS 9o BRAYT IE0R 9

@I fesd T8l R FDI | I8 SR AT b H S8l Sfar @1, e
BT T W1 8], S NREIR R forar a7 | {59 I8l 18w
H AT 81 g, AU B3, AT 918 98 YRIAT B AT TRRER,
SHHT AT STl BT ST AT | a1 § o Yd &, I SIep Aled
T8l 7, o "g[c Uc s’ &I Sfex & A1 AT | %R 84 98d AN
F were 4 P oy Wd ARTIR 81 91 | 49 8T e a8 §
T HHTH TR Ygd AT 3R Yo 7 g3 TR &= forar | |9
& #91 Qeb WU ST AR H ST TR% W dHUH BRI AT
o7 | BWR A Al BB ART & &1 AT, W |G AN Bl Rofed R
H g8 o b I VIS AL BT WU 8, Hifd sRIbIe I s394
R SOH 9 AT oY, 3R a1 Pis W 91d A8l | oty #
DB HTH BIAT |

Hg=<gI: 3U9 Pl fb MU (U= d¥% W Ub URMH U b
I% URITH T A1, SAD IR H B (R F qariT?

IvoT f¥g: 39 o1 a1e 81 J&T|

RO e sR BRimH H 3 780 oft, Jfds uRRerfoar o
ge Il ST & k% of TS | g8 T WPR B R® A & YH
g2 | A9 99 9AY NN BT Ul TR% 9§ UH URH fIam, s
I I IS AT T8I ©, olfhd S W AR 7 3R A A 7
980 NS [HAT| 59 BH Sl Ugd Al ofd H SAR A1l HEA ol
for e} Tamg M. 7 v I<r =BT U™ AT | 99 4 S
AT b a8 W=7 B o1, 7 fb TS AN & |

Aa=<T: U8 HEl Sl § b HeTdr it 9 1922 # 519 dRI—aRT
DI Ul gy, Al AWSANT ARl B4 Bl gols A WINT IR
T o <ifh 1942 & sl H VAT 9gd A1 aR& gg, o779
BT dRIe YR T, dl $996 IR § IMUDT RIT =TT 87

oaRvT 4 § a1 g8 wwer g b el St ¥ yBl S a9
T8 FEd b I8 S B Il offhd 1T &1 #-7 I8 41 faaR
g &% Agren S w7 9ed O 5 B S99 $9 A UY, ol Big
ST dTe— 991 X | S gD H Y oRE § I§ dqeld el
STl T | SAhTd AATIE ddb o 94 Sid AT oifchd drg # dr
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Th TS W 9D 950 W A I IS A9 81 AT | HETHT
S A S It 1 Ui JIfEHTHS IMRIe @Ted I8 B, S
B UHE B Ng BAT oAfb o9 IRUAR 8 ™, df S99 forw
ANTEeE BT Fard & T8l X8 TAT| 8RN el Sff 9rex ' ar
RIS gAHT fORY axd | 991 Ui gRierr ugadh & grfl, =i
I Hg ol | S84 A b 931 R 1 BIg AR AR IeH
TE 21 "aME TH e T Wl #9 | Q4 W7 fI9R ¥ e 3¢ 391 U
AR AT, U wifei ... |

HI=GT: dIER] AT8d, Ig Bl ol & & dferar feRgae o wm)
g A& MRd BIS! 3l A%hd Y&l | 98l TR Udh dRg d I
T BHAT PR PR ol o, IFD IR H HFY Id18Y |

R0 g SHH a1 SERaR T, mEiud. 9, 98 g8l
feRede afiRge 9| 98 9s <o amedl | <4 feAt el &r
B ORT A1 % AT | BAR I&T T4l F0il, Sl A% Ahedl gy,

1942 # fSReae ARReT o | 98 S v g1, ST BT fedey
RE gD ¥, b UF o |

Tag=<T: HIUT b YT egel?

IROT RHE: 1, AN AP 980 "SISEls” ATGH FHSK o, olfd
I8 A1 Udh <IWRH QMEH O § HU @1 yfafafy o 8k d9®
fafeer o1 @ wfaf=fer o | e Y <IT9RD PR o | U Bl el
ST |qehdl b B =T8T U ARE A (U GRAd PIIH HR ol
ofi— "RiUcll BT 3Th of UTs 3Afex FaRBFs B AT |

ARl A 1942 & JT<Ied 4 Udh a9 A1 e, 519 &4
AR & M ATE PR ©, STH 9gd I =Iarsll - B (6T,
I 3MUST BT Blg Tl V&l BI?

IvoT Rig: 81, 99 o<h {hdl I BT W T8l o1, 89 ol 3ol
da ®T I 3 T § B Y B I |

AIa<I: I8 P "3I0e YIRSTS" ARD UATE o+ AT AT?

=Rl Rig: 4R U U &1 AfRh U8 ol AT o, 3141 98 Afh
ST 2| STt 48 A &1 SIFgR &1 G I BRI
AN IS8T 3 UgdT| BAR Udh QR< dR¥s g o | 9 goiaerex
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SRede U BT B 3NeTeT 9, 319 d He) <z, fhdl 7 S S+
IF 997 T 3R S=8iH SHdT WX U 99T fadT| 98 R ;R W
RET | 9 39T 9 garg (i W@ foram | 899 €1 ®e1 fb mgar
a9 wa™ Rig BT R IRIR @ e B IR R I8 W U
RET | WX Iel Yo arel 1 o 91 o | BIgR aw gl .Sl
¥ €1 T Ul o, 9% 98d € QIRh Ud Yol 3feH! o | 98 fHeld
@ forg am

AT

| 98 TP IR I 3R F U BRI Hrddhdl
| aifp v Y 899 S0 aafh &1 gare &), fh SAah! A
facTars | SUd Racim 8T &7 3R Sdhal & arsl 91 o 3R
IS IRE AT

Hg=<l: AR ATed, 99 AT Ol § o, d9 o] | 3Ud a1

&g YdeR fbar Tar?

IRV FHE: 3287 Fa8R gaM | 931 Al "T AT "4 FoIrd el ol |
QAT A FA B Al R GRIGER BT ATl 8l &l © offhH
BAR W’ FA B Diedl P AR FIBR SleR b GIedIv TR
980 B R BT AT| S AR F8T ARS H 1942 H Sl ek
o, 98 fdeqpat gRem oinfl gfteadivr &1 o | a8 Sfeal & A
A AR HRAT AT | H I URET A1 Rar o | olfeb § o1er
P H AR T 3 R H B A | HH—PH BAR " F
Hal W B ol qER H W IR o o | I8 W & Raens
off, @ 39 W Vol ORT A& Fa8R &Rl AT | Gl Aara d
|ASIAT & % BRI Il H Pz =TT 78l g | 918 H H axell
Agel ofd H BT 981 W 991 Bls @ Riera 78l off |

HgaT: 3RT MU+ &1 aR fAdTet &1 b S feegear fafeer gawa
P AT B R I WY feRede airge, Wans. 1. @R anfe,
Y AT Y 3fTH IR TR B! S db I o, oAfdhT ISP I8

AN B fory QT HRAT ST AT | MYBT "SR SUIH" T ©
o 98 & AT WA & A | AT AT U I

axo Rig: § gasan € & agd@n W dnt & of, S gAadl
T o |

Hd-<T: I BHGal 1942 H o1 IT 1931 # 4T off, wifd Sri—oiy
D IORAT TAT, AN I T§ AHS Yo bR A1 B b 8
qhdT & IMoiel e Su?
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=Rl Rig: 781, Yo A o | 91 I8 ¢ (P 899 a1 980 ¥ ABIR
S TRE DI d1dl H G S o, olfdT ARFel 3MaH I el Gerd
o | S H 1930 H TIoTITETE W RRTAR 83l 3R A3 H 431 W
& FAT| g1 AQ & b MISIEe § SIS g9 AW b By
TENIER | 98 BAR §S 8¥cq | W Rig ues R
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Charan Singh as Cabinet Minister in Uttar Pradesh, 1950
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Charan Singh as Home Agriculture Minister Uttar Pradesh, 1960
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister Uttar Pradesh, 1967
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Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, Chaudhary Charan Singh 5th from right, 3 April 1967
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Charan Singh at Ahirauli village, 23 December 1967
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Charan Singh being sworn in as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
by Governor Biswanath Das, 3 April 1967
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister Uttar Pradesh walking from
Raj Bhawan to Vidhan Sabha, 6 April 1967






56

ARART ST T ST ARIA oIS BINUMS, 9e6c, T8 92

1968 Pictorial Political Manifesto of Bharatiya Kranti Dal pg 12
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Charan Singh a Portrait, 1970
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Swearing in as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh by Governor BG Reddy, 16 Feb 1970
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Charan Singh with wife Gayatri Devi, 2 April 1970
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, 26 January 1971
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, 1971
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister Uttar Pradesh with portraits of
Gurudev Tagore and Gandhiji, 1971
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Charan Singh as Chief Minister Uttar Pradesh, 1971
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Charan Singh at Bhartiya Kranti Dal conference Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, 1971



Charan Singh at home in Lucknow, Chief Minister Uttar Pradesh. 1971
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Charan Singh, Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh. At his Mall Road home, Lucknow. 1971
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Charan Singh Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, 1971
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Charan Singh in Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly, 1971
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Charan Singh at lunch, 1972
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Life introduction

Chaudhary Charan Singh

Born: Village Nurpur, District Ghaziabad, 23 December 1902,
Education — Meerut and Agra

Relations/Association with Congress 1929-67; Vice Chairman Meerut
District Board 1930-1935; Member Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly
1937-1939 and 1946-77; Founder-leader Bharatiya Kranti Dal 1967,
Bharatiya Lok Dal 1974, Janata Party 1977, and Lok Dal September
1979; Minister, Government of Uttar Pradesh 1951-67, excluding a
period of seventeen months; Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh April
1967 to February 1968 and February 1970 to October 1970; Union
Home Minister from March 1977 to June 1978; Deputy Prime Minister
and Union Finance Minister from January 1979 to July 1979; Prime
Minister from July 1979 to January 1980. Publications: Abolition of
Zamindari, Cooperative Farming X-Rayed (published in revised form as
India’s Poverty and its Solution), Agrarian Revolution in Uttar Pradesh,
India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian Blueprint, Economic Nightmare
of India: Its Causes and Cure etc; Died — 29" May 1987.

MAIN SUBJECTS OF THE SCRIPT

Early life and influence of Arya Samaj; Activities during his stay in
Ghaziabad; Influence of Tyagi caste in politics; the elections of 1937
and 1946; Quit India Movement; The position of the Congress after
Independence; comment on the policy of the Congress Government of
1937; ‘Land Ceiling’ U.P. Governance and Minister; memories related
to Acharya Narendra Dev, Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, Sardar Patel, Govind
Vallabh Pant and other leaders.
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Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Oral History Interview

Chaudhary Charan Singh

Lucknow 10th February 1972

by Shri Shyamlal Manchanda
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Shri Shyamlal Manchanda: Choudhary Sahab, will you share with
us the political, social, religious and other influences in your early

life?

Chaudhary Charan Singh: As far as the social and religious spheres
are concerned, the social life of that time and the teachings of Arya
Samaj had a great influence on me. As far as politics is concerned,
my attention in the very beginning was drawn towards the plight or
slavery of the country. During that time, in 1918-1919, I read ‘Bharat
Bharati’ written by Shri Maithilisharan ji Gupt. This gave rise to
patriotic feeling in many of my generation. Mahatmaji’s movement
started when I was studying in the tenth grade. On 30" March 1919,
there was a shooting in Delhi. Jallianwala Bagh happened on 13%
April. These events are the ones that influenced my political life.

SM: Wearing Swadeshi clothes was being promoted from the time of
Swami Dayanand, Gandhiji came later and he preached Swadeshi.
Was the effect of this before, or because of the arrival of Gandhiji?

CCS: I had a general impression that we must use the products
manufactured in our country, this was certainly a result of the
teachings of Swamiji, but Gandhiji started this as a practical program,
a mass program, a well thought out program. Swamiji did not get his
opportunity. As far as this specific matter is concerned, both of them
had a simultaneous effect on me. At that time, I was fifteen or sixteen
years old in 1919.!

SM: As you know Arya Samaj had significant influence in Western
U.P, Punjab and Haryana, so its natural your area too would have
Araya Samaj institutions and your family would be connected with the
Arya Samaj. From the beginning, in childhood, there is an effect of
religious things and because Arya Samaj was then looked upon as a
militant organisation the political is merged with it in a sense. From
that perspective, what political influence did it have on you?

CCS: Aryasamajis were always nationalists, because the Arya Samaj

! Charan Singh was born 23 December 1902.
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teaches us to take pride in the achievements of our past. Arya Samaj
gave us the basis of nationalism, there is no doubt about it. Although
my parents were uneducated farmers and were not even Arya Samaji,
but the influence of Arya Samaj was present in the entire environment.
For example, I remember there was a small book of bhajans® at that
time which had propaganda against alcohol and meat, that also had
an effect on me. One of my uncles had retired from the army, I saw
Satyarth Prakash’ with him during my childhood. I did not understand
this book much at that time, but the Arya Samaj continued affecting
me visibly and invisibly in these ways.

SM: The Arya Samaj had an influence in your childhood and young
age, that was the contribution of these influences in your adult life?

CCS: When I used to practice law in Ghaziabad, I was also a worker
of Arya Samaj along with that of the Congress. I was the office bearer
of Arya Samaj from 1930 to 1939. This was its contribution, nothing
special.

SM: When you were a worker of the Arya Samaj, what was the
program in front of you? For example, the Arya Samaj is in favour of
widow re-marriage, modern education within that there are collegiate
and non-collegiate classes. What was the influence on you, or was it
limited to just being connected to the Arya Samaj?

CCS: The thoughts of Arya Samaj and Swamiji became my thoughts.
I used to organise public meetings. I practiced law in Ghaziabad. |
was continually General Secretary and President in the Arya Samaj
of Ghaziabad, and unanimously. I used to organise public meetings.
I was not an active missionary of Arya Samaj as I practiced law and
simultaneously also worked for the Congress. Arya Samaj remained
a private, religious aspect of my life and to some extent public also.
When Gandhiji went on a fast in 1932 against the Communal Award,
which was separating Harijans from Hindus, we offered a common
meal for all Harijans and helped them take water from the wells along

? Religious songs in the name of god.
? The Light of Truth. Swami Dayanand’s magnum opus, written in 1875.
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with others. You could call these the work of the Arya Samaj or that
of the Congress. So, there was no difference in the social programs of
these two.

SM: Chaudhary Sahab, at that time two programs were going on,
it was the Shuddhi* program from Arya Samaj, which was started
by Swami Shraddhanand ji in Delhi and a program of the Muslims,
which is called Tabligh, so did these too have any effect?

CCS: This was from a long time before; I wasn’t in Ghaziabad then.
In those days I used to study in college, in Agra College. All this
happened from 1919 to 1925. Swami Shraddhanand ji was assassinated
in 1927 or 1929. The movement that he started was started in 1922
from Agra where there were Malkana Rajputs, Swamiji did Shuddhi
there for the first time. I used to study in college and had nothing to
do with these things.

SM: You mentioned that on March 30, 1919, there was gun shots fired
in Delhi. When Gandhiji was about to reach Delhi, so on 9" April they
arrested him in Palwal and sent him to Bombay. You were a student at
that time, because you were very young what effect did it have on you
and in what colour did you see this?

CCS: We used to think that Mahatma ji is doing the right things and
that we should also become a member of the Congress, things like
this, what else....but we could not do any active work as a member, |
was a boy of 16 years.

SM: In 1924 the Non-Cooperation movement ended ...
CCS: 1922

SM: Correct, it ended in 1922, after that many communal riots took
place for example in Kohat and this affected Uttar Pradesh too and
you were perhaps in Meerut then ..

CCS: No, I wasn’t in Meerut I was in Agra College. In 1924 a
communal riot took place in Meerut city so I don’t remember much ...

4 “Purification’ or reconversion to the Hindu faith
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SM: From which year did you start working actively in Congress?

CCS: In 1929, in Ghaziabad. I practiced Law in Ghaziabad from 1928
to 1939, on the civil side. A year after that in 1929 we established the
Congress Committee in Ghaziabad and started active work then. I
was giving my 10" class exam at that time when bullets were fired
in Jallianwala Bagh. After that I went to study in Agra College. The
movement went on. I did not drop out from Agra College.

SM: The incident of Jallianwala Bagh took place on April 13, 1919,
but it is said that the news was prevented from reaching other parts of
India. At what time did you get this news?

CCS: 1 don’t remember this much now; I must have got the news
after two to four days.

SM: But it is said that it took four to five months, people did not get
this news?

CCS: No no, it was not like that. This is wrong, could such news
have been hidden? Immediately! There was no question.

SM: In 1929 when you entered Congress, you participated first in the
Civil Disobedience movement. Will you share some recollections? In
1930, from the Dandi March. Would you tell me something about it?

CCS: When Mahatma ji went on the Dandi March, prominent
Congressmen of Meerut came to Ghaziabad to make salt. There is a
locality near Ghaziabad called Loni. It is said that earlier salt (Lavan)
was made there, due to which its name became Loni. The land there
is such. In those days, I was a practicing lawyer in Ghaziabad, as well
as an office bearer of the Town Congress Committee. At that time, we
also went there, so we were arrested and were incarcerated in Meerut
Jail.

SM: So you went to jail for the first time in 1930. The first time you
stood for election was in 1937, will you tell which were the political
forces that had already entered the politics of U.P. and what was their
impact. Specifically, can you tell us about your election?
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CCS: The National Agriculturalist Party was a party of the Zamindars®,
that was the only one that competed with the Congress, there was no
other party. And I can’t correctly recollect any more. The candidates
who stood against me belonged to that party. They had organized
themselves hastily, and I don’t know whether they had an organization
in Meerut or not. They were not really able to oppose much. Whatever
may have been of the Muslim League, must have been in the eastern
districts. I think Muslim League was not prominent in this election, it
became after.

SM: [t is said there was an understanding between the Congress and
the Muslim league in 1937, could you tell us something about this?

CCS: I know nothing about this

SM: So the 1936 Lucknow Congress? You fought the elections in 1946

CCS: I fought elections in 1937.

SM: Yes, you have shared with us that there was no real opposition to
you in 1937. Do you remember anything else of that year and would
like to share it with us, something important from the perspective of
history we appreciate it if you could tell us something

CCS: Congress candidates had a very, almost easy walkover at least
in our area. There was no serious opposition. I don’t recollect anything
special.

SM: Chaudhary Sahab, I'll take you back a bit. Caste and religion
play a major role in district politics. You are a resident of Meerut; it
is said that there is a caste called Tyagi. What are your views on their
leader, Raghuveer Singh Tyagi, before you?

CCS: Looks like you have read Paul Brass’ book (laughs). We have

® Unlike some parts of India (example Punjab and Haryana) where “Zamindar’
means a peasant cultivator, it is commonly understood in Uttar Pradesh to be a
big landlord with large land holdings; one who does not till the land himself, but
through tenant peasants.
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a Tyagi caste here, it is a very small community. This community is
perhaps the smallest in the agricultural communities. Paul Brass has
written this incorrectly, that the earlier leadership belonged to the
Tyagis and then moved to the Jats because of me, there was no such
thing. Raghuveer Singh Tyagi was an elder and he was the biggest
landlord of our area. Rather, here his Zamindari was less, he owned
many villages in Bijnor. He was in the Congress, and incidentally
was a Tyagi, it was said that the leadership belonged to the Tyagis,
but there was no such thing. Whatever he was, was due to his own
right, and not because of being a Tyagi. Hindus generally are narrow-
minded, he too had not risen above this, but in the social, economic,
or political life here there has not ever been any such thing as the
predominance of any one Tyagi or Tyagis in general. Nothing of the
kind, and to say I had ousted anyone, nothing like that. I was born in
the house of an ordinary peasant. I then practiced law, by this a man
gains sufficient experience, also a training of the mind takes place.
Because | was working for the Congress, I went to jail too. So, when
mass politics started, the leadership had to go to the mass worker only.
Chaudhary Sahab was not a mass worker, he was a Zamindar. Being a
Zamindar, he was respected in aristocratic circles. We don’t have too
much aristocracy; we have peasant proprietors.

SM: Does this mean that when Gandhiji came to the National
movement and the National movement reached the people, then the
leadership of Tyagiji ended automatically?

CCS: That’s exactly what happened.

SM: Because earlier the system was that that the leader should be
wealthy, a Zamindar, and the masses should be behind him, that
structure came to an end?

CCS: Yes, there was no community involved in this. Mahatma ji’s
appeal of nationalism was to every section of the people. It was also
in the Princes, the Zamindars. But as politics slowly converted to a
mass movement, these leaders too gradually went away on their own.
Let me tell you a truth that there is always this accusation against me
after everything is said — Charan Singh is a good man, hard working,
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he is also popular with the people, whatever nice things some may
say — but he favours the Jats. This is absurd. I will share the figures
with you. It is the misfortune of Hindu society that if you cannot find
something to say against someone, then accuse him of being a casteist
and everyone will believe it.

SM: Chaudhary sahab we now come to 1946, you contested the
elections, at that time you were a long-standing Congressman, can
you share some incidents of that time?

CCS: What incidents can I share of that time. I had not even visited
my electoral constituency, this was the situation. Khudai Khidmatgars
had come there at that time. We had fielded a Muslim, Chaudhary
Lutf Ali Khan, from the Congress. He was a good Congressman and
the fight was the Muslim League. It was the first election, a Jatha
(group) of Khudai Khidmatgars had come to explain to the people
in Muslim majority constituencies. I took them around the Muslim
majority areas. As far as the Hindu candidates were concerned, there
was no need to go anywhere. As you said, I was already experienced,
and in 1942 I took a lot of risks. In any case, whoever stood on behalf
of the Congress, there was no question of him losing. In addition, I
had done some active work, and used to practice law, a lot of people
knew me. People’s opinion about me, those who knew me well as
also the common people, was good in every way. The reins of the
Congress in Meerut were solely in my hands, and whoever I fielded in
the elections returned a winner.

SM: Choudhary Sahab, is it correct to say that there was some
understanding between the Congress and the League in 1937, do you
have some knowledge about that?

[17:19] CCS: I have a vague impression that Jinnah sahab and
Jawaharlal sahab held talks at a personal level, hence the Muslim
League kept growing. There could have been an agreement with
Jinnah sahab at that time, but it broke down and things slowly
progressed from bad to worse. Now see the irony of history ... Jinnah
was a prominent Congressman in 1921, but when Mahatmaji adopted
Khilafat as a political program of Congress, he protested. He said
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that this will lead to an increase in communalism on the part of the
Muslim community, and it was on this count that he resigned from
Congress. And as fate would have it, later on it was Jinnah became
the progenitor or the father of Pakistan. So, a proud man ... Nehru ji
did not know how to handle men like Sardar Patel and Mahatmaji did.
So then, slowly the breach continued widening. This was my general
impression only, I have no knowledge about inner things.

SM: Tell me something about the Quit India Movement, did you take
part in it?

CCS: Yes, I did participate in it. The movement started on 9" August.
Probably on 2™ August we had invited Nehru ji to our area. I was
then the President of the District Congress Committee.

SM: In Meerut?

CCS: Yes, in Meerut. There was a meeting for him in city, and one or
two meetings were held in the countryside. I asked him to share the
program, what is going to happen, is a break going to happen, how
will this movement progress. He could tell us nothing, he could no
advice. A meeting was held in Bombay on 9 August 1942. We had
a feeling that the movement was going to continue, so had told our
comrades to go to such and such places and it will be the responsibility
of such and such. I too went to Ghaziabad, at that time I had moved
to Meerut. I addressed a meeting ... we came to know that our leaders
had been arrested. Then I openly addressed public meeting for seven-
eight days, the police was behind us. It happened at least two-three
times that the police were present but they dare not arrest me because
of the reaction of the people. What did happen is the people who I
met, whose homes I ate at, were arrested. If a meeting was held in the
compound, a speech was delivered, then whether he was a headman
or a prominent villager, his license would be confiscated. I heard that
later, I’'m not very sure, a ‘shoot-at-sight” order was given. Then many
people advised me that you should offer yourself for arrest. After about

¢ Jinnah was in Nagpur Congress 1920. After that he left the Congress, but not
on the issue of Khilafat.
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two and a half months I reached my house, and the police arrested
me. At that time, I had commenced a program among the people. No
directions had come from the senior leadership of the Congress, but
all my colleagues in the district felt that this is an AICC’ program
because, by coincidence, there was a enormous similarity between
both, there was nothing else special. Quite some work was done in the
district.

SM: You said Nehruji came there on 2™ August and did not give you
a line of action....

CCS: ... yes ... nothing ...

SM: .... it is also true that when all the members of the Congress
Working Commiittee and Mahatma Gandhiji were arrested they did
not leave any line of action for the masses, like they had left in the
movements of 1930 and 1920. It was left to the workers of Congress,
those fighting for freedom, what kind of action they wanted ...

CCS: ... later it went from the Working Committee members, from
the Pradesh Congress Committee, from the AICC ....

SM: A4s you had said, you had presented a program; what was that
program, can you tell in some detail about it?

CCS: I can’t remember now.
SM: No, specifically about violence or non-violence...?

CCS: There was no violence in our program, we had no plans for
violence from our end but circumstances led towards violence that
was different. Violence from the part of government. But we also did
not want to provoke violence. I don’t remember the items now. It was
quite a very good program, people liked it ... my co-workers liked
it, and when they and we landed in jail there was talk about it that at
last AICC has sent a very good program. Then I told them that it was
my work (chuckles), not AICC. But I don’t remember the details at all
now.

7 All India Congress Committee
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Machanda: /¢ is said that when the Chauri-Chaura incident happened
in 1922, whenb policemen were shut inside a police station and
burnt alive, Mahatma ji suspended the Non-cooperation movement
immediately due to this, but in the 1942 movement, there were many
such incidents in which violent methods were adopted. What do you
think about these?

CCS: What is my opinion, you mean? Whether Mahatmaji wanted it or
not? I think if Gandhiji had been asked he would have said that what
happened was not right, but at the same time my view is that Mahatma
ji wanted that no one should ask him anything, do whatever you want.
In a way, this seemed to me a change in his attitude. Everything was
fine till Individual Civil Disobedience in 1940, but later, in a manner,
he had differences of opinion with many of his colleagues ... the
Congress Socialist people and others .... Mahatmaji must have wanted
an absolutely non-violent movement even at that time, he must have
liked that only, but when he was arrested in Ahmedabad jail, there was
no question left of any guidance from him. Had Gandhiji been free,
perhaps he would have condemned this. He was in jail, information
must have reached him, he shut one eye. He must have thought I have
no moral obligation, I am not a free man.

This is what I think, but that is a mere reading, a feeling ...

SM: Choudhary sahab, it is said that the Quit India movement was
successful to a large extent in Ballia district. There, in a way, the
Congress had established its rule, tell us something about it.

CCS: In that Jagdish Nigam, ICS, was the district magistrate there.
He was a very patriotic man. There was only a slight difference of
degree in those days. We had N.B. Banerjee, who later became the
Chief Secretary, who was the District Magistrate in 1942. He was
the son or grandson of Umesh Chandra Banerjee, who had once been
Congress President.

SM: First President of Congress?

CCS: Yes, his grandson .... people thought of him as a very diehard
kind of man, but he was also a patriot man. He came into contact with
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me. | was representative of the Congress and he was representative of
the British Raj. But he was a very good man, essentially a patriotic
man. J Nigam was also a very patriotic officer But it can’t be said that
Congress Raj had been established — simply, the forces of law and
order happened to be overwhelmed for some time. But it could not be
said that Congress had established positively a domination or rule of
their own. That’s all.

SM: In the movement of 1942 a section of society emerged which we
remember as “Augusters”, many leaders worked in it, have you ever
had any relation with them?

CCS: No, I had no contact with anyone at that time, I was on my
own, independently doing on my own whatever I was doing in my
district.

SM: Did some ‘underground’ person come to take shelter?

CCS: yes, if you ask that then ... there was once case. A Congress
worker from Jaunpur named Jagannath Singh reached our place. My
friend Virbhadra Singh, President of District Congress Committee
Bulandshahr, now he is dead, someone sent him [Jagannath] to him
and he [Virbhadra] sent him to me. He stayed at my house, under
an assumed name. He changed his name to Pratap Singh, or I only
told him that his name would be Pratap Singh. He stayed at my home
like a family member. Policemen used to come to my place. Thakur
Lakhan Singh was a DySP in the CID, he was very patriotic and noble
man. He used to come to meet me, despite being a officer, and I was
a Congress worker. But still I gave shelter to that person, and then
got him a job. He was charged with murder and robbery, and had a
warrant, he was an absconder. That’s all. I didn’t give any other man

SM: Choudhary sahab, when you were in jail, how were you treated
there?

CCS: I had no complaints, I was treated well. I used to get A or B
class treatment. There was no question of misbehaviour if it was A
or B class, but the treatment of our third-class or C class prisoners
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depended a lot on the attitude of the Jailer. For example, the jailer we
had here in Meerut in 1942 was totally of a Muslim League attitude.
He used to treat C class prisoners contemptuously. I used to speak in
their favour, of all the thousands of Congress prisoners ... but I was in
one barrack and they were in another barrack. Sometimes our C class
inmates used to smuggle some things from outside against the rules,
so the jailer used to take a strict attitude. On the whole, I feel that no
real injustice happened in jail. Later I was in Bareilly Central Jail,
there too I didn’t have any particular complaint.

SM: Now, you have given examples twice that the Indians who
worked with the British rule like District Magistrate, CID Inspector,
these people were also secretly patriotic, but on the outside they had
to pretend because of their jobs. What is your general impression —
were many people like this, or only a select few?

CCS: I believe the majority was that of people who were sympathetic.

SM: Was this sympathy there in 1942 or also in 1931, because as time
passed, they perhaps started to understand that maybe freedom would
be achieved ... or something like that ...

CCS: No, it was from the beginning. The thing is that many officers
used to open-up to us in such matters, however they did not open-up
to the common man. For example, I was arrested from Ghaziabad in
1930 and the case was filed in Meerut. I remember that Janaki Prasad
was a Tehsildar in Ghaziabad. He was my well-wisher. Shyam Singh
Pathak, who sentenced me, was the SDM in Meerut, a PCS officer.
Though my father was an illiterate farmer, but a prominent man of
his area. He went for my case, so Shyam Singh ji called him aside
and told him to make his son understand. He did his duty, maybe he
believed all I was doing was not right, he thought I was spoiling my
career, he is an LLB, he should practice law. But behind his advice
there was a sense of patriotism

SM: Tell us something about UP politics, in 1946 you were also
Parliamentary Secretary, if you have memories of that time ...

CCS: That is a very wide question, please ask something specific ....
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I was a Parliamentary Secretary in 1946, a minister in June ...

SM: When India got independence in 1947, the Muslim League
naturally folded-up in UP. In 1948, Acharya Narendra Dev took his
Socialist Party and separated from the Congress, so what were the
challenges left that the UP Congress had to face in the state?

CCS: There were no organized challenges left except for the
weaknesses of our own organization. Whatever was the opposition,
challenge, these were because of our mistakes. We didn’t come up
to the expectations of our people, so some people opposed us in the
elections. But there was no organised challenge.

SM: What I mean by challenges is that the resolutions the Congress
had passed before Independence were based around the Congress
working towards establishing a welfare state, so did all of you unite to
implement that or did internal opposition start in the Congress?

CCS: You are correct when you say internal opposition had
commenced. It was a matter of regret that no one studied our
problems then, and no one does now. When the nationalist movement
was underway during British rule, it was concerned with sentiments,
with the heart, not very much with the mind — nationalism makes an
appeal to the heart. At that time there was a feeling that we should
spread disaffection against the British. Explain to the people that they
need to confront the British, make them ready for sacrifice, yourself
go to jail — but, what are the actual problems, what is their diagnosis,
what are their prescription, only very few Congressmen paid attention
to this. At that time, doing Congress work, going to jail etc., running
the household — all these works were undertaken simultaneously.
Whatever our economic or social programs, we were lucky that we
used to keep getting mental food through Gandhiji’s Navjivan and
Young India. There was one more reason — people did not see the need
to do any kind of independent study. Those who had even a modicum
of intelligence became the leaders of the district, people who had a bit
of influence in the village or city and who had fewer responsibilities
of their households, in this manner such people got ahead. But when
Swaraj came, then it became our own responsibility to solve all the



82 INTERVIEW WITH CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH IN LUCKNOW, UP. 1972

problems and only then came the realisation that we are not well
equipped.

SM: At that time probably there was no administrative experience?

CCS: Yes, there was certainly no administrative experience, but more
than that no one had studied the problems and what the solutions
should be. Administrative experience, Manchanda, is not required that
much. Suppose you become the chairman of a district board and if
you prove to be a good, successful chairman, then it is understood
you can make a successful prime minister also, because this is an
approach ... this does not require enormous experience. Many people
have been ministers for ten years at a time and they yet do not know
how to administer a department. Make someone a minister suddenly,
and he becomes a successful administrator. I don’t consider lack of
experience to be a big disability or handicap. One personal rivalries,
then ... our people have many deficiencies ... selfish, lack of integrity,
casteism, making concessions to some, suppressing others ... our
friends just fell in with these ways. The Congress Committee was
so strong here, Congress organisation in the state, the Congressmen
themselves destroyed it, the cause was not from outside.

SM: Can you please tell me openly?
CCS: Let it be now, what all can I tell.
SM: Can you tell us only till 1947?

CCS: Well, in 1947, I didn’t have a prominent role in politics here.
There was another reason — Meerut [District Congress] was a part of
the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee, it wasn’t even a part of
Lucknow. Congressmen from our area did not have any relations with
Lucknow. I did not have relations with too many people in Delhi. |
used to practice law and work for the Congress, that’s all. In those
times, Swami Shraddhanand’s son Pandit Indra Vidyavachaspati
and Lala Deshbandhu Gupta were the two prominent men in Delhi.
Asaf Ali and some others were also there. I didn’t come in contact
with them much either. I was in some contact with Pandit Indra and
Deshbandhu Gupta, and not at all with Asaf Ali. In those days, the
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Delhi Provincial Congress Committee was separate, and the Uttar
Pradesh Congress Committee was separate, hence I did not know
the politics here. In 1937, the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee
gave me a ticket for the election. At that time these three districts
of Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Mathura were a part of Delhi, they later
became a part of UP.

SM: But by 1946 you had been here for 9 years, so you must have
started understanding the politics of UP?

CCS: Yes, I did understand a bit here and there. But I had nothing
to do with the fights that continued in the Congress in 1936 between
Mohanlal Saxena and C.B. Gupta. I had become an MLA in 1937,
lived here [in Lucknow] and then understood many things.

SM: Would you like to tell me something about that?

CCS: No, there is no need now, it is a wide subject, what can I share?
I had seen at that time that Nehru is not going to prove a leader. In
1937, after 2 months, people here began to feel that their expectations
from the Congress administration were not being fulfilled. The same
old behaviour of the police and other officers continued. On the other
hand, there was a Unionist government in Punjab at that time had a
good record. Here these people did not do anything. Then we raised
the questions in the Party. It will become a long story if I tell it all,
the majority of the Party was with me. Pant ji felt there was a revolt
in the party, he called Nehru ji. Nehru ji stayed with his sister Vijay
Lakshmi Pandit, who was the local self-government minister at that
time, he held talks with us for three days. He said .... Yes, this was
in 1938 or 1939. For a year, year and a half no real work took place
here,® T got signatures of twelve MLAs and sent them to the leader of
the Party Pantji, requisitioning a meeting of the Party for ‘discussing
the work done and policy hitherto followed by you, the government’.
12 members were required to requisition a meeting of the Party, they
were not calling a meeting on their own ... in this then I took the
leading part. Pantji felt a bit rattled, he said to me that I had spoken

8 During the life of the 1937 Provincial Assembly



84 INTERVIEW WITH CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH IN LUCKNOW, UP. 1972

a lot, but people said let him speak as he is voicing the feelings of
all of us. Ranjit Sitaram Pandit was also a member at that time, he in
fact said that let Charan Singh say his entire piece, this is the opinion
of all of us. At this time this only a discussion, it was not a matter to
be put to vote. Pantji panicked, he called Nehruji. We were three or
four friends ... we had some notes. We said that this is not happening
in the police, that is not happening there, no work has got done. It
was then that an impression struck me that Nehruji did not have a
clear mind. He should have told us what you are protesting against or
what you want the government to do and hasn’t done, they don’t have
constitutional powers, or he could have said they have the powers, but
your points are not correct and what Pantji’s government has done
is okay ... or he could also have said they have the powers but the
government has done wrong, I will tell them ... Nothing....

I have a friend Vishnu Sharan Dublish .. he had returned then from
the Andamans after twelve and a half years of incarceration. This was
when I met him for the first time. As people say, it was a case of love
at first sight and I realized a kindred spirit. He had just returned from
the Andaman jail, maybe 6 months or a year before this, at most it
would be 1939 ... I have the date written in my papers. It was then I
went and told him that Nehru may be a good drum beater, but not a
good leader.

So, I was saying .... the public then only had a reaction that what they
expected had not come true. This was an incident from 1939, nothing
special ... in October 1939 the Legislature was suspended in any case
... the War hadn’t started ...

SM: ... the War in ....
CCS: Ah yes, the War had started in 1939, in August ....
SM: ... September 2 the War started...

CCS: Yes, September ... I don’t recollect exactly why there was a
break, the War or something else ... the Legislature had anyways been
suspended ...
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SM: ... it was because of the War ...

CCS: Yes it was because of the War ... in between, Sardar Patel tried
to make it happen ... it didn’t come about, the government wouldn’t
have continued ...

CCS: An incident happened during that period, see how things were
going on. Roorkee Engineering College was the only college of its
kind in India then. The Principal was always an Englishman, it was
established in 1850. In 1938, the British principal was to retire.
Rajaram, whom I had not seen, was the Vice-Principal there, an able
man and a strong nationalist. Instead of making him the Principal, an
officer was called from the Government of India. Babu Sampurnanand
ji held the education ministry at that time. When the British Principal
came, he spoiled the careers of nationalist-minded students. In those
days, 100 points were for allocated good conduct, and the boys who
till then were those who stood first in the written examination were
now given zero or 10 marks out of 100. At those times, the first 8
boys were sent to the All India Service — there were thirty boys all
told in the class, the remaining twenty-two boys went to the PCS
[Provincial Civil Service]. The boy who always stood first in his class,
and who should have come first this time too, was allotted the PCS.
The British Principal also objected to displaying a photograph of
Gandhiji on the wall. Congress rule, even then a Britisher was called
from the Government of India ...

SM: But the grant was given to him by the UP government?

CCS: Yes, everything ! See how the government was being run. Some
boy, a Mussalman, put Jinnah’s photo or maybe he (Principal) got it
done himself. He was objecting to Gandhiji’s photo, but when Jinnah’s
photo was also put-up, he said it is okay now, photos of two leaders
is fine ...

The boys could not even wear a dhoti® in the hostel during their private
life. When they went to the college it was okay to wear trousers etc.,

° Indian cotton wraparound bottoms



86 INTERVIEW WITH CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH IN LUCKNOW, UP. 1972

but he objected to wearing dhoti-kurta in the hostel. The students
complained to us. We raised the matter in the Party, this is what
happened, the entire Party was with us. Pantji said I have no objection
to wearing the dhoti. In those days, it so happened that Sampurnanand
ji, who always wore a dhoti and never wore a pyjama in fact he used
to wear a dhoti even in winter, went to the College during April
1938 or 1939, wearing a pyjama. The Principal was objecting to the
dhoti, when he saw him in the meeting, he said ‘look here boys, this
is the proper dress which the Honorable Minister is putting on”. The
unfortunate students felt let down, so I raised this matter in the Party.

SM: Did it happen accidental or was it done intentionally ...?

CCS: No! Now what should I say, I cannot say anything ... When we
raised this matter, Pantji'® said, holding his dhoti ‘comrades, I go to
the police parade also wearing a dhoti!’. I said, Panditji, it is not about
you, it is a matter about the Government or about Babu Sampurnanand
ji. He could not defend him, none of his deeds, or the injustice being
done to the boys. They spoke about Indianisation, and they invited an
Englishman ... Indianisation gave an opportunity to make an Indian
officer, and they called an Englishman. When one couldn’t be found
here, he was called from elsewhere! He couldn’t defend all these
matters ... I have it filed somewhere, I had written a letter on this in
Hindustan Times. Pantji resigned on this, but everyone in the party
supported me. Now the rest were not ready that Pantji should resign,
neither did we have the audacity. We consulted our supporters who we
used to consult about a plan of action. So we decided that we would
say in the meeting .... after this there was a meeting of the Party ...
that the entire matter should be sent to Sardar Patel ...

SM: In which year did this meeting take place?
CCS: It was 1939.
SM: The ministry was in office?

CCS: Yes, it was during the Ministry, we raised this question at that

19 Govind Ballabh Pant, Premier of United Provinces
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time. If they say yes Rajaram was disregarded, or the Englishman’s
behaviour .... knowing there was a fight going over wearing the dhoti
even in their hostel rooms, why despite this Sampurnanandji went
wearing a pyjama, whereas we used to see that he came every day
to the Assembly in the month of January wearing a dhoti. Send this
to Sardar Patel, we will follow what he says .... But Mahavir Tyagi,
who was a member of the Assembly, turned everything upside down.
He stood up and spoke in favour of Pant ji, and Pantji withdrew his
resignation (chuckles). What I mean is the expectations we held from
our government were not fulfilled, and I consider this the inefficiency
of our own people, not a constitutional handicap.

SM: What could be the reason, why could these people could not take
work from junior staff or the administrative? How were they not able
to translate this? Did they possess a lack of will, or what will you
attribute to this?

CCS: I would call it a lack of will. It takes a lot of courage to do the
right thing. This is what my entire later experience also tells me. Lack
of will and nothing else.

SM: Maybe the junior staff overpowers or give such arguments that
the minister has to believe it is okay?

CCS: There are certainly some instances in which the point of
view of the staff and officers is worth accepting. But if corruption is
ongoing, the wind changed for only two months and then it reverts to
the same old situation, then it means the man at the helm .. they lack
will, they are not clear-headed, they are scared to take actions that
they could take. This was one reason. The other, their contact with
the masses was lost, or in another way one can say they did not have
an appreciation of what was happening, what difference their coming
to power made, and why it reverted to the previous situation. I would
just call it lack of will.

SM: Chaudhary sahab, please talk to us about the policies of the UP
government at that time, the Congress government, AICC etc used to
approve these policies, directions used to be sent, there was a Central
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Commiittee, they were not able to translate these policies. Like you
said, what were the fields in which they were not able to do so? Like
you gave us an example about education.

CCS: ... administration ...

SM: We specially would like to ask you about farmers or other
backward classes.

CCS: Backward classes were not much of a problem at that time;
and the Congress got only a total of two years — from April 1937 to
October 1939 — but in the matter of the kisans ... their appreciation of
farmers’ problems was not correct. If I tell you about that, it will take
time .... At that time, I was the one who raised the questions of debt
redemption and agricultural marketing etc. Like I have told you the
Unionist Ministry in this regard was acquitting itself far better than
our ministry here.

SM: You just mentioned one reason that it was ‘lack of will’, was
there any another reason?

CCS: I said lack of will in relation to the administration, now I say
lack of the appreciation of the problems.....

SM: It can also be said that there may be some internal quarrel, these
had some effect?

CCS: No, Pantji was the undisputed leader, hence there was no
question of such quarrels.

SM: Did Rafi Ahmed Kidwai and Pant ji have any quarrels?

CCS: No, there was nothing at this time. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai and
Pantji’s differences increased somewhat after 1946, but if was it so at
this time I do not know. And in this case the person who set the pace
was Pantji, because Rafi Ahmed Sahab was in general not in favour of
big men, he favoured of poor farmers and the downtrodden. He was
very much against corruption. Although he used to play many political
tricks, but still his approach was in favour of the common man ... so
was Pantji’s and I don’t mean to say anything different, so whatever
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may have been the differences, from this perspective, the differences
were not a hindrance to anything.

SM: Rafi Ahmed Kidwai in a way was one of the supporters of
Nehruji. Although Pantji’s relations with Nehru ji were also very good.
Rafi Ahmed ji in a way was an organizer ...

CCS: This came to a head in 1946 ...

SM: If you think sharing something about this is appropriate, then
please do tell me.

CCS: Now what more can I tell you about that, you know what you do
.... This happened from 1946, there wasn’t much in 1937-39. Nehruji
made Pantji the Chief Minister. Actually, had Nehruji not provided his
support, Tandon ji would have been the Chief Minister. Tandon ji was
more popular among the masses, was loved more by the people and
the workers than Pantji. Pantji was a lawyer; and he had also been
a member of the Assembly or what was called the Council then, or a
member of the Central Assembly. So that was that. He had done a good
study of the questions of finance, he used to speak well, he was a good
Parliamentarian. He had a little mass appeal, Tandonji had a mass appeal.

SM: Tandonji and Nehruji from the beginning had some minor
differences ....

CCS: That’s because of what happened in the Allahabad Municipal
Board ...

[53:47] Manchanda: 11 February 1972.

SM: Chaudhary Sahab, yesterday you were mentioning about
Congress in 1946. Could you tell us more about this?

CCS: Had there been no influence or pressure from outside, the party
would have chosen Tandonji. That’s what I can say.

SM: Tandonji was senior in age

CCS: in 1946? No, he was not that senior then, he was at the most
5-odd years older than Pantji.
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SM: When Tandonji stood for the election of Congress President,
and had differences with Nehru ji, it is said that in this Presidential
election, to quite an extent a lot of things were also somewhat
concerned with politics in UP. Do you remember something about
this?

CCS: Now what can anyone say, Nehru ji held differences with
Tandonji, with his approach. He considered Tandonji communal, while
Tandonji was not communal at all. Tandonji was of course in favour
of Hindi, but it does not mean that he was communal.

SM: But Rafi Ahmed Kidwai ji at that time must have worked
against Tandonji in the Presidential election, when Sardar Patel
was supporting Tandon ji, then Rafi Ahmed was supporting Acharya
Kripalani, the third candidate was Shankar Devji?

CCS: Yes, after all, Rafi Ahmed Kidwai was definitely with Nehruji,
there is no doubt about that at all. We, who were in government,
were all with Tandon, Pant ji etc. all of us. Actually, Sardar Patel
was the leader of this camp, in other states Sardar Patel was the one
who got all the votes. In those days, the chief ministers of the states
were mostly supporters of Sardar Patel. AICC majority was for Sardar
Patel. In fact, Tandon ji had a majority even a year after the death of
Sardar Patel. When he was no more in this world, the AICC was held
in Ahmednagar on 30-31% January 1951, even there Nehru ji could not
impose his will. Rafi Sahab and all of them lost. Then in July 1951 a
meeting was held in Bangalore. There also they lost, then in October
Nehru said 1 shall resign.... these were absolutely pressure tactics.
When Tandon ji saw this, the unfortunate man himself resigned.
Because Mahatmaji had told Sardar to remain second-in-command,
he restrained himself, otherwise he would have become the Prime
Minister whenever he wanted.

SM: Did you attend the 1939 Congress session in which Subhashji's

resignation was ....2 Do you have any memory of Tripuri Congress?

CCS: It was in 1940? I went to Tripura in 1940. Don’t remember
anything special.
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SM: Chaudhary Sahab, do you have memories about some
personalities, like Mahatma Gandhi, personal reminiscences, if you
had met him? Some incidents ...

CCS: No, no ... there is no such memory.
SM: About Jawaharlal ji?

CCS: About Jawabharlal ji .... I have already shared with you that
discussions took place between us for 2-3 days, he could not give a
clear opinion. In reality till a man doesn’t go into details, he can never
be a successful administrator. His talk was up-in-the-air. Most of his
ideas derived from foreign sources, textbooks, literature from foreign
countries. Of this country .... masses came to his meetings, but he
didn’t understand the problems of the masses. Sardar understood the
problems of the people because he was born in the house of a modest
farmer, Pantji also understood. If the matter of the Indian states had
remained in the hands of Nehru, everything would have gone awry.
Twice he was the President of the Indian States Conference. He tried,
but Sardar solved it. Only two states were with him, one Kashmir and
Hyderabad. You know what problems he created in both.

SM: [inaudible] recently correspondence ... Sardar Patel and Nehru
.... [inaudible] In the matter of the States Sardar Patel had to regret
... [inaudible] Nehruji said we don't need your resignation .... This
was published recently

CCS: The Hyderabad situation came to Sardar Patel on 20 June 1948,
when Lord Mountbatten left. Right away, 3-4 days later, he inaugurated
PEPSU on 15 July in Patiala. In his speech there, he said that some
people have great faith in the noble policies of English, but I do not.
The Hyderabad situation was stuck till now, only now has it come to
me. Hyderabad will be a part of Hindustan within three months from
today; and in even less than three months on 17 September he had it
done.

SM: Please tell us in some detail about Govind Ballabh Pant, because
you have had many opportunities to engage with him? Administrator

... party affairs ...
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CCS: There is no doubt at all that he was a very capable administrator,
a good party manager too, also a very good Parliamentarian, but was
not a very good public speaker. He had a grasp on all departments and
on all the problems, there are no two opinions about it that’s he used
to consider the issues from the point of view of the masses the general
public. But at the same time some things happened during his period
in power which went on increasing and then administration greatly
deteriorated.

SM: What were these things?

CCS: I don’t want to share them. Pantji is dead, he was my leader.
There are many things I do not want to speak about.

SM: There was a lot of poverty in our country from the beginning,
vet why could Marxism not establish itself here? Especially in the
villages.

CCS: Marxism believes in large economic units. Marx was a very
learned man, but he studied only the relations between industries and
workers, he never studied the problems of the peasant and agriculture.
He concluded from his studies that bigger the units in industry,
production would increase. Now there are two opinions whether even
this is true even in industries or not. However, assume his opinion was
right, yet how did he apply his principle also to agriculture, that is
absolutely wrong.

SM: Jawaharwalji ...

CCS: No, I am speaking about Marx ... this became the Communist
philosophy. The machine will keep getting better and better, so it is
indeed correct that it can increase production, because it is a mechanical
process. But agriculture is a biological process. Now plant one grain of
wheat in a farm of one bigha and the other grain in farm of 1,000 acres,
both grains will cover the same space while growing and take a similar
time to ripen. So economy of scale doesn’t take place in agriculture, it
doesn’t matter. Theoretically farm size shouldn’t make any difference to
agricultural production, but in actual practice larger the farm production
per acre goes on declining because the operator or owner of the farm
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is not able to exercise supervision beyond a certain area. Therefore, in
practice if resource facilities which means seed, water, manure etc. are
available in equal quantity to both small and large farmers, then the
yield of small farm will be more per unit of land than the large farm.
But Communists believed only in what Marx had said. That is why
in any country they did not understand the problem of agriculture and
the peasant, and were never popular in the villages. There were in the
towns, in the industrial towns. Well, gradually the industries grew in
Western nations, hence they increased their power there, but in those
countries which are predominantly agricultural, they can never come
to power in a democratic way. They will say the same ugly thing in
agriculture — call them cooperative farms or collective farms ... large
€conomic units ...

SM: What is your opinion about Jawaharlal ji in this regard?

CCS: This is what Jawaharlal ji also wanted. Cooperative farming
was his idea. Ultimately he was thinking of walking on that path.
Politically he was against Communism, but his economic program
was the same as that of the Communists.

SM: How can you say this, because the program that Jawaharlal ji
gave after Independence was of a mixed economy. There was a public
sector and there was also a private sector. He included heavy industry
in the public sector, but the private sector also there was both heavy
industry and small industry. So, you cannot at all say that he was
inclined towards Scientific Socialism or Communism.

[1:06:54] CCS: I don’t recollect the reference now, but I will tell you
that he said he that the public sector “it must gradually, ultimately
embrace all economic activity”,

SM: that is true

CCS: then that’s it ! because the political method of communists is
to revolutionize and socialize or nationalize or overthrow through
violence. Politically, he was a democrat but his aim in the economic
sphere was that.
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SM: He took inspiration from for the five-year plan from Soviet
Union?

CCS: Wherever he took it from, I do not know. See, here economists
or professors of economics mostly teach students the Marxian theory.
Whether they are professors, administrators, or political leaders, they
are all taking their ideas from foreign countries, and largely from
Russia or communist literature. His state was the same. Hence more
emphasis was given to those ideas, and he neglected agriculture. The
resources, financial resources, he should have invested in agriculture

SM: ... like in the first Five-Year plan...?

CCS: .. it was okay there. But after that he changed it completely. In
the Second even more emphasis was on industry, and between small
industry and heavy industry, mostly to heavy industry. The same in
the Third Plan. The condition of the Fourth is as you know it to be.
So, what was the result of that? From 1947 till now food grain worth
47 billion rupees has been imported from overseas. Cotton worth
16 billion rupees has been imported. Humans have only two major
necessities — food and raiment; and for both these such a big country
has become dependent on others? ....There was a German advisor,
German economic advisor ...

SM: Gunnar Myrdal ...

CCS: no, no, not Gunnar Myrdal, he was Swedish and is yet alive...
ah yes! Dr. Schacht. This was when the First Five-Year Plan was being
prepared here, the draft was already prepared, he visited on a tour. He
was famous, of world fame. Nehru ji showed him his plan. He said
this only, why have you emphasised industry so much. You need to
emphasise agriculture, create sources of irrigation. If you annually go on
investing one lakh, two lakhs, ten lakhs, twenty lakhs and increase the
means of irrigation, then development will happen by itself. Now it has
been one or two years since he died, he has written a book, in which he
wrote that, in my experience, there was only one Prime Minister who
took advice from me but did not accept it; and that was Nehru.
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So, Nehru was very stubborn. Everyone here was saying, from the
beginning, give more emphasis on agriculture. Industry, industry,
industry ... but industry will come after agricultural production has
been stepped up, it has increased, and the cultivator is able to produce
surplus to his own needs. Then alone industry will come up, not
otherwise. All the economic destruction that has taken place is all
because of this.

What I am saying about him is his economic thinking was that —
industry to be preferred over agriculture, and between industries,
heavy industry should be preferred over small-scale industry and
cottage industry. This program was also followed in the early days by
Mao-Tse Tung in China under Communist orthodoxy, but he had a lot
of different experiences. In the April of 1962 their People’s Congress
meeting was held, it lasted three weeks. On 16 April 1962, they passed
a resolution. They said, no ... the priority henceforth forward will be:
agriculture first, light industry second, heavy industry last. Only then
did they develop. Before 1962, their ‘Leap Forward’ etc. had already
ruined their economy. Communist countries have also accepted the
process of economic development that has taken place all over the
world. Now, Russia was a different matter. Russia has fifteen times
more per capita land than us. They could afford to commit mistakes.
There, collective farming was imposed on peasants, the result was their
agricultural production fell. In 1930-1932 there was a great famine
there too. Wheat was imported from Canada and America, that is how
they managed to get by. USSR has the lowest production per acre in
agriculture. He wanted to copy the same here. All happened due to
this mistake of his. His one approach was right — if non-agricultural
occupations were increased, then the country becomes richer. But he
forgot only one thing — that non-agricultural occupation increases only
when — either before or alongside — agricultural production increases.
The masses are agriculturists. If they do not have purchasing power,
then who will buy your goods? Your factories will be at a stand-
still. You can find out that even half of the factories — small or big
— whatever their utilization capacity is, not more than half this is
utilised.
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SM: There is no demand in the market?

CCS: There are two things, there is no raw material for some and for
those who have raw material, there is no demand for them.

SM: Raw material will also come from the land?

CCS: From the land. Most will come from land, it also comes
from mines, it also comes from cattle. Anyhow, cattle are a part of
agriculture. Forestry is all agriculture. Now a 2.5-billion-rupee heavy
engineering factory has been set up in Ranchi... I forget its name. 2.5
billion! A machine that will make machines! It’s lying idle. Similarly,
there was too much emphasis on the Public Sector. Now the British
Labour Party has abandoned its program of nationalization after its
experience, the Socialist Party of Germany has also done so, as has
the Socialist Party of Japan. Nationalization is not a better substitute
of private ownership. The evils of capitalism in the 19" century, in
the 1850s, are slowly disappearing. Now workers get protection from
the government, laws have been made for them, they have the right to
strike, they have the right to vote. This was not the case in those days,
in the beginning there was a lot of exploitation of the workers, in
that environment voices were raised against capitalism. Now you see
that there is any bad treatment with the labour in Tata Steel factory?
See how well they are managing. Durgapur, Rourkela and in Bhilai,
just a few days ago, it was reported in the newspaper that there is 78
percent capacity utilisation. The best of these is perhaps Bhilai and
close to 55 percent is Rourkela. I know that Durgapur has 38 percent.
11 billion rupees have been invested in it and 2 billion rupees has
been invested in Bokaro; that is 13 billion. And steel worth 2 billion is
being imported! If you had given these 11 billion rupees to the Birlas
or the Tatas, then this situation wouldn’t have been there. They have
experience, you could have controlled them. You are nowhere in the
production of steel. See where Japan has reached.

SM: This means that there is a lot of incentive in private industry,
which is not there in the nationalized industry or public industry.

CCS: See, infrastructure would of course remain under the control
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of the state — like electricity, transport. The current definition of
infrastructure does not include steel. Steel should have been given
to private ownership, subject to control and regulation by the
Government. This is what Mahatmaji has written, but people kept
taking Mahatmaji’s name, but poking fun at him internally, in all
matters ... Mahatmaji had said do everything on a small scale, at a
cottage scale, there are so many people and ....

See he had established a very good principle — what can be produced
on a small scale do not make in big factories. How nice is that! He
used to ask where am I against that, where am I against making
locomotives, ships, aeroplanes, electricity, steel etc.? He was very
much in favour of the Singer machine, which he was greatly in favour
of, such a useful thing ... if it cannot be made on a small scale, then
you should build big factories. But retain the principle that for the
things that can be made on a small scale, do not establish big factories
for them. It’s an unexceptionable idea.

I was recently writing ... however, you may not have the time to
read such things .... In 1953, 20 times the employment was found
in handlooms as compared to mills. Now, it’s about 12 times. Why?
because the mill worker’s efficiency or performance has deteriorated
a lot, whatever the reasons for this. Okay, assume 11-12 times. Now
7 lakh 60 thousand are textile mill workers. Ten percent of the
cloth produced by the mills is sold outside the country and ninety
percent is sold here. If ninety percent of this cloth could be produced
on handlooms, instead of 7 lakh 60 thousand, 80 or 85 lakh people
would have got employment. This would have solved the problem of
unemployment in no time. You need to do nothing. I don’t want them
to be shut down, or the government acquires them ....

SM: Is vested interest going on here too?

CCS: Now that is the real situation, why do you want me say it,
Manchanda. Vested interests! The crores of rupees that go into
elections, where will they come from? I told this to Indira ji, I have
her answer with me I was maintaining those papers now .. there is
really no answer. Difficulties face us whenever we do anything. We
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say sell your produce overseas, we won’t shut you down. Export it
if you can, we will help you. But if you can’t compete in the foreign
market, you may well close down, but the internal market shall remain
the exclusive preserve of small industry. Now consider all such
industries that can manufacture on a small scale; there will be many
like this. This is the biggest industry. There are so many headaches
now, threats to the social and political stability that the country faces,
all these matters will be resolved by themselves. One does not have to
do anything! They will install handlooms on their own, you don’t have
to do anything. Keep another condition ... that handlooms cannot be
installed in big cities. This will lead to the growth of smaller towns,
rather than Kanpur, Delhi, Madras or Calcutta. Only this condition!
Power-loom too provides five times more employment than a cloth
mill. But does anyone want to solve these problems?

There is a piece of news on page 6 of today’s Pioneer'’. T have the
newspaper cutting, and I had already written on that matter, now I
would like to provide a quotation. Now see the condition of the workers
— there was a labourer interviewed by a correspondent. That poor
man told the reporter that our family, children do not get food, there
has been no improvement. Land holdings are reducing with increasing
population and the old crafts and handicrafts are dying out because of
the competition, they simply cannot compete with the mill. Our ancient
livelihoods are slowly dying. Land is in short supply, it is fragmenting
in the hands of even those who own it, so what rights over land with
others get? Some have become landless, unemployed. Most are running
towards the cities — Lucknow, Kanpur, Delhi — and are being pushed
around there. You have amended the Constitution we will remove
poverty, but what does the government have to do with poverty? It is a
slogan. Will this remove poverty? As I have told you, they have given
157 licenses to monopolists. They have no concern. I don’t recollect
if I have told you this or not, there are thirty million people in India
who earn less than thirty paisa a day. They don’t come to attend our
meetings, neither do we visit the huts of these unfortunates.

1 Pioneer, 10" February 1972.
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SM: Chaudhary Sahab, there was a lot of propaganda about
Socialism before Independence, especially in Uttar Pradesh. What is
your opinion about Acharya Narendra Dev, Purshottam Das Tandon
and others?

CCS: Actually Jawaharlal ji too used to speak about Socialism. Once,
in 1934, Gandhi ji wrote to Jawaharlal ji that he spoke about too many
things .... I don’t recollect the exact words he used ... but Gandhi ji
wrote asking him to resign from the Congress because the Working
Committee’s resolution had a clear conflict on these issues. It was
something about Socialism. This was 1934 ...

SM: in 1936 Rajaji and Acharya Kripalani and others had resigned
from the Congress Working Committee?

CCS: I don’t know much about that. In 1936, Gandhi ji had written a
letter to Rajkumari Amrit Kaur in which he said what do I do — Nehru
ji believes in large units, big factories, heavy industries and all that. In
my opinion, it will all prove a waste. He wrote this. But what can I do
Nehru ji believes in these. And that is exactly what happened, all of it
got wasted. We have the lowest rate of growth in the world today, no
matter the false narratives.

SM: You were also in the (Uttar Pradesh) Zamindari Abolition
Committee?

CCS: All of this was done by me only, I was indeed in the
committee. But many of the Committee’s recommendations were
impractical, wrong. Since I was Parliamentary Secretary, I couldn’t
write a dissenting note. Then I wrote a 17-page note to Pant ji
pointing out the specific recommendations of the Committee that
were wrong, they won’t serve the national interest. He then told
me to draft the report drafted in the manner that I wanted to. So,
I became Chairman of the Drafting Committee that was formed,
with the Revenue Secretary, Chief Secretary and legal luminary.
And then the draft was made according to my ideas .... every single
paragraph, every section, every single term. Actually, I had studied
this matter from before, in 1938-39. In 1948, 1 had also written a
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book Zamindari Abolition. When Pant ji asked me in 1948, I drafted
it. The Revenue Minister, Hukum Singh ji, had no interest in the
matter. A meeting of the Cabinet was held in Nainital which went
on for 11 days. The Revenue Minister sahib did not even attend this
meeting. | was a Parliamentary Secretary, and I was the one who
went. This would be the first instance of a Parliamentary Secretary
attending a Cabinet meeting. The [Zamindari Abolition] Bill draft
came from here.

SM: Choudhary Sahib, was the purpose of abolition of zamindari to
bring equality or ....

CCS: .... not equality ...

SM: .... To displace the big zamindars and distribute the land among
the ....

CCS: Nothing .... Zamindari means Landlordism. In Punjab if you use
the term zamindar, the tenant is called a zamindar, so it’s a completely
technical word. Zamindar implies someone who owns land or the
holder of land, and even a sub-tenant there is called a zamindar. But
what is believed here and in the rest of the world is landlordism, not
land ownership ... landlordism. So, this means that those who were
tenants were made owners. The landlord between the tenant and the
government, who we call an intermediary, was abolished and the tenant
was brought into direct relationship with the State. This man who was
called the intermediary, was removed, was eliminated. In this way the
very large tenants, those who had let their land out to sub-tenants;
there also I removed this tenant-in-chief and got them also some
compensation in lieu. ... no question of the ceiling now ....the sub-
tenant was now directly in relation with the State. Not only this, those
who were registered as trespassers — millions — were also considered
tenants and were given the right of ownership which happened in no
state. People said trespassers are trespassers, but our thought was they
were genuine tenants, and both the Patwari — the village record keeper
— and the Zamindar both conspired to record this unfortunate person
a trespasser. He was left to the mercy of the owner of the land, who
could evict him whenever he wanted. He used to pay the rent but they
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did not even give him a receipt. It is quite possible there were 2-4
percent real trespassers, but then we gave rights to all of them also by
considering them sub-tenants. Another special thing in UP is we have
not given the right of resumption to the landlord. The argument of the
Zamindars was that as long as we had rights over the land we gave
the land on rent, when we wanted to farm ourselves we could take the
land back ... now that finally you are going to abolish Zamindari, then
those of us who want to farm the land ourselves for self-cultivation he
should have the right to resume. This was accepted by the Planning
Commission. I didn’t accept that recommendation. The only State
in the country. Other states gave the right of resumption, there was
great misuse of this, great misuse. Many were genuine tenants since
the British era who had hereditary rights, who had security of tenure,
even they were ejected. However, we didn’t let anyone be ejected, not
even one. There was never a chance of the legal cases working against
us .... our Zamindari Abolition legislation was never invalidated by
the High Court. Ours was drafted very well. In other places it was
challenged, but ours wasn’t.

SM: Your purpose was to abolish Zamindari and, in a way, to give
land to the tenants, to what extent did you succeed?

CCS: We were completely successful in this. Listen ... first, the
purpose should be clear in our minds. We wanted to make that
person the owner, the man who actually tilled the soil. We made him
the owner. Now no third party could intervene and eject him, so he
became the proprietor. Being the owner, he could make improvements

. sink a well in it, he could make bunds, level the land ... he can do
what he wants, the land was now his. When he was a tenant, he did
not manure the land well, did not dig wells, nor did he irrigate because
he was afraid — he did not know when the land would be lost to him.
Worldwide, the peasant proprietor — under given circumstances —
produces more per-acre than a tenant. A famous saying goes something
like ‘ownership turns sand into gold’. This was the first purpose, and
this was fully met in our State.

Now, the second was that the poor tenant had no status earlier. Now
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he acquired this status. He became the proprietor of his patch of land,
howsoever small the patch was.

Third. .... I had a lot of controversies with Socialist leaders in
this matter. Everyone knew that Babu Sampurnanand, he opposed
conferment of rights on these poor millions of people — sub-tenants
and trespassers. He also wanted the right of resumption to be given.
Much opposition took place, to the point of my resignation. I wrote a
note of 26-pages, it was only then Pant ji agreed with me, and only
after that tenant got their rights. My belief was, third, that one of the
advantages will be Communism will never be able to raise its head
in UP, and it did not. Wherever there is Communism, land related
reforms have not been implemented well. Actually, these leaders of
the Congress then spoke about something to show the world but they
in truth did not have any sympathy for the underdog. One, legislation
wasn’t drafted well, and those that were made were not implemented
well on the spot. Wolf Ladijinsky has written except for U.P. abolition
of Zamindari.... he is a consultant to the World Bank. He wrote that
in Bihar Zamindari is almost intact. Another thing, except for one
or two Provinces, the percent of labourers is higher than cultivators
everywhere as compared to U.P. These five states have a very high
percentage of laborers.

SM: Labour means Industrial workers or ... ?....

CCS: .... I am talking about agricultural labourers, as compared with
the cultivator. There are many more in Kerala, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
in Bengal too it will be 70 percent, it will be around the same in
Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu now a bit of communism... I knew of this
before, but I only came to know on M. Karunanidhi’s statement that
the Naxalites were planning to kill him, then only did I realise that the
breeding ground of the Naxalites is there!

SM: Are there many Naxalites in Andhra?
CCS: There are many in Andhra, there are many in Tamil Nadu too.

SM: You stated Landlordism was abolished but there a step below this
— the landless. Was something done for those who were landless?
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CCS: Nothing can be done for them, this ceiling that is being talked
of, not one of these unfortunate people are going to get any land.

SM: When you were there, was there a proposal for a ceiling?

CCS: At that time also, there was a proposal to implement a ceiling. |
wrote a small booklet, the last chapter was on whether there should be
a ceiling or not. But here — barring Rajasthan and Assam — we have
the highest percent of cultivators, and agricultural laborers the lowest.
So, with so many peasant proprietors, large holdings were few. If we
implemented a ceiling, then very little land would become available.
I held a view at that time that we shouldn’t impose a ceiling, instead
we implemented a large land holdings tax. The rate of taxation would
keep increasing for land holdings beyond thirty acres. The result was
going to be, this law was in force for only two years, no man could
keep more than fifty-sixty acres of land, he would have to sell the
land. For future acquisition, we had also ensured that no one could buy
more than 12 and a half acres. The zamindar would have paid us tax,
if not he would have sold it, but he could not sell it to a big holder.
The government would keep getting tax without it coming anywhere
in the picture and there would have been equitable distribution ... in
an indirect way.

In those days T.T. Krishnamachari, who was the Vice Chairman of the
Planning Commission, asked us that everyone is applying a ceiling,
why don’t you do so? So, I went and shared with him four or five
reasons. | told him that we have the most cultivators, apart from the
very few large holdings, the surplus land that would become available
would be very less, then why should we get into the trouble of giving
compensation, and then the land which we acquire, which one should
we take, and which one should we not. If we get waste land, then who
should we distribute it to — to the landless or the uneconomic holders.
Three-fourths people are uneconomic holders here. At that time, I
said, in order to avoid getting into this mess we have imposed a tax.
He said, that’s fine, don’t impose a ceiling. But later the ceiling was
imposed again, Nehruji passed it in Nagpur.

SM: In what year did this happen?
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CCS: 1960. No one wanted to implement this honestly. That is,
whatever recommendations were there — that the ceiling should be
this or that many acres — a date in the future was fixed for it. Till
then everyone had distributed the land, everyone hid it. This was
completely dishonest! If this was actually to be implemented, then it
should have been from 9" January when the resolution was passed in
the Nagpur Congress, they should have implemented it from that date,
because before that people did not imagine that there was going to be
a ceiling. But nobody was serious.

SM: What was the role of Kisan Sabhas after the abolition of
Zamindari?

CCS: The role of the Kisan Sabha was to raise the tenants demands
vis-a-vis Landlords, was to press for their demands against injustice
being done or against the loopholes in the eviction law through which
the Zamindar exploited peasants. They used to raise such cases. But
when Zamindari was abolished, there was no landlord and no tenant,
everybody became a land-owner, proprietor of his land.

SM: But when you had given some land to the tenant, he will also
hire labourers for further work, so what protections did the state give
to the workers?

CCS: For labour? That cannot be done. What these people have passed
the Agricultural Minimum Wages Act, this is idiotic stuff. Where
labour is more and farmers less, then it is a matter of demand and
supply — there will be lesser wages. Where the number of agricultural
labourers will be less there will be higher wages, like Haryana where
agricultural laborers are very few, where the population of Harijans
is less, hence the wages are high. When labourers are not available
on higher wages, that’s when the farmer and his wife work shoulder-
to-shoulder in the field. It is not like that in U.P. It is not that they
want to take this hard work from their unfortunate women, it is their
compulsion. Now, you cross Haryana and come to Meerut Division,
Agra Division, in our place women in the villages do not do the work
in the fields as they do in Haryana. To help the husbandor her son she
delivers food to the farm, and when the workload is heavy then she
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would also cut fodder from the fields. The work of looking after the
milch animals remains under her direct supervision, this is a tradition
in our parts. Then, cotton picking — there used to be cotton grown
in those days which is now almost disappeared — the mistress of the
house, peasant’s wife, used to take women labourers with her to the
fields where she herself would help pluck the cotton and supervise
them. Like this, Silla — this is a Sanskrit word, like when you harvest
wheat, its ears fall off, to pick these. In our area, works like these
are done by the women. Other work, like digging sugarcane, they
have to do this in Haryana. Or in the barn ...now they do not do
threshing by the hooves of bullocks, now there are all machines —
earlier, women only used to do it. But this was not the case with us.
In UP, as you go from West to East, women did not work as much
because the number of labourers kept increasing there. Feudalism was
dominant. On our side there were more peasant proprietors and very
few Zamindars. Things were equal, the difference between the big and
small farms was less, this difference increased as we went towards
the east. The number of large landlords went on increasing here. The
special characteristic of feudalism is that manual work is considered
inferior and looked down upon, so there was no question of women
working there. Men too did not work. They wouldn’t plough the land.
The Brahmin and Thakur there did not plough the land with his own
hands and because he then would be considered inferior in society and
the girl couldn’t get married. This has happened here much because
there were too many labourers here.

SM: That is, there is no dignity of labour?

CCS: No conception. For labour, the ultimate solution for agricultural
labourers, or landless or unemployed is they should go to industry.
What is not a solution is this talk of a ceiling. Neither is there enough
land available, even if you reduce it from 30 acres to 20 acres, whether
you make it 15 from 20, there is not enough land. Suppose if cent-
percent people are given land, then the country will become poorer
than it is today. What is however clear that if some people have more
wealth, whether urban property, whether rural property and the vast
masses have nothing or have very little, then there is a discontent, this
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is a psychological thing. Suppose all three of us are poor, all three live
in huts, then when we will look at each other and all three are poor,
there is no discontent. But if one lives in a hut and the other has a
palace and my hut is under the wall of your palace, then discontent is
natural. So, from this point of view, those who have more wealth, of
course it should be taken from them, but at the same time it should
be remembered that that is no solution of the problem. You’re simply
buying some time. That’s all. The problem is not going to be solved
with this.

Not only this, the problem has in fact been reversed ... now, I do not
know whether our Prime Minister knows this or doesn’t, and whether
the ministers there understand this or not .... but the way this work has
been done by a loud beating of the drums, everyone has distributed
their land! No one individual in India has more than 18 acres of land
in his own name, you will find very few. You cannot take that land
from that owner either legally or constitutionally. So, even whatever
little could have been obtained, that too wasn’t.

The biggest loss is that — while political parties say distribute this,
distribute that, okay, do it. But you are diverting people’s attention
from let’s say once ceiling has been imposed and whatever little land
is available has been distributed as if the economic problem of the
country would have been solved? Foolish! The real problem is the
growth of non-agricultural occupations. So you are diverting people’s
attention from the real solution. If we paid attention on how to increase
non-agricultural occupations, had full efforts been made towards this,
and had retained this also as one program ... now they put all their
eggs in one basket of land distribution, this is wrong. This is not
going to lead to any solution. For this government it’s a political view
.... Let’s say six months later assume a new Chief Minister comes,
assume their government is formed, or any government is formed and
they are wedded to land distribution and that is correct, actually that
will make no dent in the problem, people will be disillusioned. What
will happen to the laborers, the one you read about on Page 6 of the
Pioneer today, what will they get? Is this how their poverty will be
removed?
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The economic policies are wrong, they should be changed. And the
biggest solution is what Gandhiji gave us. He said that these should
not be there, mills should be closed down. Okay fine, don’t close
them, so much investment has taken place, from where will the
government make up for it? So, tell them sell your produce outside.
Within one year or two years the problem would have been solved.
But who wants to do it? And this is the biggest problem. In one more
... the more you emphasise large industries, the more disparities in
incomes are widening. In small industries the disparities get narrowed.

SM: In that you get ownership in them ...

CCS: Yes, there is self-employment. Another thing — in a democracy,
the more the number of centres of decisions in the country or in
society, there would be more decentralization in society.

SM: Gandhiji wanted decentralisation ...

CCS: Yes, the unfortunate man used to say so. I am talking about
‘centres of decision’ in the context of, say, you are the owner of
your small machine, you have small tools, you are working, whether
handloom, whether power loom, some small machines, then you have
to take the decision. There is no boss over your head. You are not
subject to anybody in the matter of earning or bread. You are free to
take your own decisions. Which means encouragement to democratic
trends. The three problems are — poverty .... some economists are also
of the opinion that in smaller units per unit of capital investment output
is higher. There are some differences of opinion on this, however most
think smaller enterprises have higher production per unit of capital
invested compared to larger enterprises. If this is the case, then wealth
will increase, second there will be reduced disparity in people’s income,
third unemployment will end, and the fourth that democracy will be
strengthened. And about ‘the country needs steel’, no one stops that ...
whether you make steel, whether you make electricity, make airplanes
in the country, who is stopping these? But we want to draw the line
where something can be built on a small scale why make it on a large
scale. But no one is prepared to give thought to this problem. They all
are going by slogans, there is a competition in slogans today.
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SM: Chaudhary sahab, you have been a minister for many years. You
have had extensive opportunity to work with the bureaucracy ...

CCS: .... yes, I have had lots of opportunity (chuckles)

SM: ... what are your thoughts about bureaucracy specially what is
the difference between before Independence and today; has corruption
increased or decreased?

CCS: Corruption has increased manifold, not two-fold or three-fold.
And for this I will put the blame squarely on the politicians, not on
the public servants. My experience is the leadership they get defines
their work. They react very quickly. It’s exactly like a horse and rider.
The horse recognises — not too many horses or horse riders around
anymore! ... but the horse recognises whether the rider who has sat on
my back knows or doesn’t know how to ride. If he doesn’t know, then
drop him! If he thinks he knows riding, he understands it immediately.
He understands this, the officer. If you make concessions for your
friends, then he will also extract concessions for his friends. He will
then understand your weakness, and even if you say no, he will seek
out and help your relatives, friends and your Party people. Your lips
are then sealed. Corruption starts from the top, not from the bottom.
If one man is good and has the spirit of selflessness and sacrifice, then
he has a good effect in society.

SM: However, the institution of corruption has been going on since
the time of British ....

CCS: Yes, it has indeed been going on since, but now it has multiplied.
This always happens in the world, that I concede ... but the levels we
see in in our country or in the South-Eastern nations such as in the
Philippines etc., are not seen in European nations. No one can claim
that corruption will never take place, but we can say in Japan there
is virtually no corruption. England comes at number two, Germany at
number three. I have not read anything about Israel, maybe Israel has
some, there is some in America, there is a lot in Italy, there is in France
too, but the magnitude we have here is not found anywhere else.

Nehru ji himself was not corrupt, but he was never angry at corrupt
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men. Had he fired 2 or 4 ministers in the beginning, this situation
would not have come to pass. He knew about them and kept on
tolerating them. This is the root. Now I do not want to say this about
U.P. because I belong here, I am involved in politics here, but find out
from someone what is happening. You will not find such a situation
in the world. Why is it being tolerated? Suppose I am the Home
Minister and I start taking bribes, will the I.G. remain honest? Even
if he remains, then will the people below him remain honest? My
own reading is that 10-15 percent of our officers are such that even if
their superior officers, minister, Chief Minister take a bribe they will
not. 10-15 percent are such that no matter how honest the top officers
and chief ministers, home ministers and political leaders are they will
continue to take bribes. 75 percent are such that they will mould
themselves to whatever they see from above.

SM: You have been a Chief Minister and also a minister. This
relationship between the bureaucracy and the politician; between the
expert and the non-expert; politician is considered as non-expert, so
what were the difficulties you faced in dealing with the bureaucracy,
because their services are secure and how did you get work done as
an institution, a system?

CCS: I have never faced any difficulties. It is correct that ministers are
non-experts, but he should know his job. If you make such a person
the agriculture minister who does not know the difference between
Kharif and Rabi, then the Director Agriculture will certainly make him
a fool of him. The minister must understand the bigger picture. If he
does not understand this, he cannot guide. It depends on the capability
of the minister. The secretary writes a note on the file and sends
it, I sign it blindly. You sign one note, two, if five notes are signed
without a discussion, without queries then he will understand that the
minister knows nothing. This will reduce the secretary’s efficiency. He
will think that no matter how hard I work, my boss is not going to
appreciate it. Officers do not like such people. They want someone
to give them guidance — if does not give guidance, at the very least
he should appreciate what they are doing. They have to salute, but
they do not have respect for such people in their hearts. For this
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intellectual superiority and equality are not enough, moral authority
is also needed. A government does not run without moral authority.
If he does not have respect for the character of Minister and Chief
Minister.... there are a thousand occasions when a man can sense the
character of the minister. Then how will the government run well?

I have seen so much bureaucracy, I have also seen the police,
the unfortunate police department is bad mouthed, but I have no
complaints with them. From constable to I.G. they mould themselves

. it is an organised force ... within twenty-four hours the temper of
the Home Minister is reflected down to the police station.

SM: (laughing) we are very competent people! ... we can work
according to ... so you are right, the man above, the man at the top,
people will move as he moves ...

CCS: ... I don’t blame them ... In England there is no bureaucracy.
There are county councils, the most important person is called the
county councillor clerk. The County has elected members. There is
no complex structure of lekhpal-kanungo etc. etc. below. But here
also I do not consider it right to blame them. We politicians are to
be blamed. Here, if an officer writes an honest note, gives the correct
advice, is not ready to be corrupt — transfer! Now, there are very few
people who will take risks. They mould themselves accordingly — if
you want dishonesty, then dishonesty is what you will get. But there
are also some among them who do not even write their own note, and
some are such that while they will give their views in writing but later
no matter how much dishonest an order the minister gives, they will
carry it out. Now, there are many who are annoyed — we have verbally
told you to do this, then do it! There is a big problem in this. Those
poor officers die a thousand deaths. They understand that the morally
wrong thing is being done, but if I provide my opinion there will be
immediate transfer, immediate anger. When his conscience has at least
the satisfaction I have written my views, it is on the record, he is duty
bound whatever the minister orders, whether right or wrong, he does
it. But whatever opinion one holds, you cannot write it. How can such
an administration run?
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SM: Would you tell us about the people you came in contact with,
such as Acharya Narendra Dev?

CCS: I came in limited contact with him. He was a very good man,
though he was never in charge of state administration. He was a
scholar and a man of character. These two things are rarely found in
one man, he had both. He could not do much as a socialist leader, he
actively propagated his ideas. After his death, differences increased so
much that if he had lived these differences might not have come about.
However, Jayaprakash Narayan was a man of his level, Jayaprakash
Narayan could not stop the Socialist movement from disruption and
division and sub-division. It is possible that had Narendra Dev been
alive he could have stopped this, one cannot say. Please understand I
was in Delhi PCC, and had nothing to do with the people of U.P. In
the beginning, I was not a person at an age that I could have reached
the All India level of PCC and AICC. That’s why I didn’t have much
contact with him.

SM: But he was in the U.P. assembly?

CCS: How much did he remain in the U.P. Assembly in front of me,
very little, from 1937 to 1939, only for two years. He was elected in
1946, in March 1948 he submitted his resignation. At that time eleven
men had resigned. Whenever he spoke, he spoke well, but he spoke
less.

SM: What are your thoughts about Rafi Ahmed Kidwai?

[1:55:54] CCS: He was a good administrator, also a good organiser,
he was also inclined towards the poor man. He wanted to cut down on
red-tapism, but the manner he wanted to cut-it down again gave birth
to problems. If there’s something wrong, you should change the rules
so there isn’t any delay in work. However, the rules remained exactly
as they were, but the officer obeys whatever you say, that I have said
there will be electricity provided at such-and-such a place. Suppose
the officer says — just taking an example — that those people have not
deposited the money and the minister says that the money will come
later, you will have to do all this by tomorrow, he will agree — this is
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not good for the administration. But he did many things like this, so
people said he is a very good man. But I think he did a big disservice
— Kidwai Sahib was responsible for indiscipline. In U.P. he used to
spread indiscipline against Pant ji. When he left from here, he formed
the Jan Congress, of which Triloki Singh was the president. In those
days I was running the Zamindari Abolition Scheme there. There was
talk of depositing ten times the rent, it was called Bhoomidar Refund.
These people openly opposed it. There were other similar matters too.
Then, we expelled them. Rafi Sahab was behind all of them. These
people had to leave the Congress. Nehru was supporting him from
behind the scenes. He could not have done anything without Nehru
ji but everything happened. These are all hard facts. Then these same
people formed the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party ... to fight Sardar Patel
. no to fight Tandon ji as Sardar Patel was no more. First he and
then Acharya Kriplani resigned [from the Congress], Acharya did not
come back but Rafi Sahab did come. So, gradually indiscipline that
grew in the Congress, and I hold Rafi Sahab responsible for this.

In 1952, he had me opposed. I wrote to Nehru ji that Rafi Sahab
helped those who are against me. He asked for evidence. I sent some
evidence too. Then he kept quiet. What did this mean? So, in this
way Nehru ji ... Sardar Patel, Pant ji, Tandon ji .... in order to fight
with these people....look here, you have become the Prime Minister,
no one disputes your authority, Mahatmaji made you, even though
Sardar Patel was wanted by the whole working committee except one
or two. If you have now become, then take along everyone else. The
government was formed later, power came later, and important people
started disruptions themselves. Now, what is the fault of the people
below.

SM: Chaudhary ji, tell me something about Purshottam Das Tandon.

CCS: All of us had great respect for him. Those who had differences
with him too respected him enormously. He was not a communalist
at all. Tandon ji might not have proven to be a good administrator.
Because he used to delay in taking all decisions and a good executive
is one who takes decisions quickly. This could have been his
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one weakness. He was very successful as Chairman of Allahabad
Municipality, this I have heard, I have no personal experience. But |
think if he was the Chief Minister or some other minister, there would
be no dishonesty at all, there is no doubt about it, but there would
have been huge delays in everything. As a speaker, he was class one.
Al. We have not had a speaker like him. There maybe someone only
after Swaraj, G.V. Mavlankar, maybe, but he was truly a very good
orator. His life was sermon of sacrifice. Nehru ji did a lot of injustice
with him.

SM: Ever got a chance to meet Sardar Patel?
CCS: I met him once or twice.
SM: Do tell something about Sardar Patel.

CCS: I don’t know much about him except what I had read or saw.
I met him only once or twice. Jan Congress was formed here with
the inspiration of Rafi Sahab. We expelled twenty-two MLAs from the
Legislative Assembly. In those days, I was the General Secretary of
the State Congress Party, then the meeting of the Working Committee
and the Parliamentary Board was held there. At that time Sardar was
there.

SM: What year was this?

CCS: This instance is of the 12" or 13" February 1950. There were
other leaders like Maulana Azad and others who came, it was then I
met Sardar Patel. He asked what are the charges against these people?
I had the file. I informed him they had violated this discipline.

SM: What was his reaction to that?

CCS: It was as it should have been. He was in agreement with me
on everything. 1 had documentary evidence. So how could anyone
disagree with it. One or two tried to defend it .....

SM: What difference did you find between Pandit ji and Sardar Patel
in this regard, because earlier you had told that when some allegations
were levelled, Jawaharlal ji did not listen...?
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CCS: Those were not personal charges, they were about policies.
Yes, he could not decide. Sardar’s mind had extreme clarity about all
matters.

SM: As an administrator, did you see the difference between the two?
CCS: Yes.

SM: Sardar was shrewd?

CCS: Absolutely.

SM: But it is said that Sardar Patel did not talk much?

CCS: Yes, he didn’t talk much. I was told by Maniben Patel to not
talk too much (chuckles) 1 took care to talk less. Prior to this I used
to meet him too. Once in 1948 when he was staying in Dehradun. A
certain individual had sent a charge against me to the top leadership
that he had given a bribe to Charan Singh of 25,000 or 50,000 rupees.
The name of a farmer Rajaram was written on it. This village existed
in our area, and there was a man too of that name in that village.
He wrote that he had given 25,000 rupees. There were politicians
behind him too, I don’t want to name them now. I didn’t have much
experience then. I filed a ‘nalish’? and was called before either the
SDM or the District Magistrate of Meerut. Those who were accused
put in an application that this hearing should not be held here, it should
be held in another district. Then the case went to the [Magistrate of
Saharanpur. When the matter was presented, that farmer said that
these are not my signatures, I did not send them. The case would have
been dismissed, it was an absolutely false matter.

A copy was also sent to Sardar Patel. I went from Saharanpur to
Dehradun to meet Sardar. While in conversation, he asked how I
was, so I let him what had happened with me. He said, “Yes indeed a
complaint was received.” He then asked me — what did you do? So,
I said that I filed a legal complaint and that farmer refused to accept
it was his signature. I’m talking about his mind .... (laughing) ... he

12 Legal complaint
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told me you made a mistake; you should have first given him a notice
if he had signed the charge against me. He would have refused; you
could have put out a statement in the press and would have avoided
all this trouble. He was absolutely right. So one comes to know ... he
was clear headed.

Mountbatten left on June 20, he did not come to Delhi to see-off
Mountbatten. When he had left, then he reached Delhi only on 21* or
22" June. Our Nehru Sahab used to follow his advice, all the matters
of Kashmir and Hyderabad were complicated by him. Sardar was
against all these things. If Sardar had become the Prime Minister, then
the policy of the country...

SM: Please tell us something about Dr Sampurnanand, what was his
role as an administrator and a Hindu Socialist leader?

CCS: As far as his being a Socialist is concerned, [ have already told
you he opposed giving rights to the sub-tenants. This was my own,
personal experience. I didn’t want to give the right of resumption to
the old landlords or to the tenants-in-chief, but he was in favour of
this also. Whether this has any relation of Socialism or not, the second
thing that comes to my mind immediately regarding him is that he had
full faith in caste based on birth. I believe that nothing has caused as
much damage to the country as the caste system has caused. If our
political slavery remained for thousands of years, its main reason was
this. We could never put-up a united front against the invader, never
throughout history. And crores of people left our religion. Some may
have understood the better philosophy and teachings of other religions,
but the vast majority were fed up with the injustice. In a way, we
pushed them out. This exactly was the result of casteism.

My own view is that 50 percent of casteism is involved in the creation
of Pakistan. It used to be in the speech of the leaders of the Muslim
League that they do not treat their brethren equally, so when the British
leave, how will they treat us, the followers of another religion> All the
village panchayats, the municipalities, assemblies, there too caste has
become a factor. There is no question of merit. Being an Arya Samaji
and even otherwise I have always been against casteism. I tried very
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hard that we should take steps to abolish the caste system. This was
strongly opposed by Sampurnanand ji. For example, I said inter-caste
marriages should be mandatory for candidates for gazetted government
posts. Those boys who are not ready for this, they cannot appear as
candidates. We should select only from those who agree. Later if he
does not carry out his undertaking, he should be automatically deemed
to be dismissed. These are small numbers. We have 17,000 gazetted
officers, the number of Services is five and a half lakhs. In the 17,000
hardly 100-200 people would annually enter gazetted services, maybe
200-250. Go to the universities and take a look, those educated boys
have no objection in inter-caste marriage. Not even the girls. I have
written this is the true solution.

In 1954, 1 wrote three-four letters to Nehru ji ... you can read the
letter yourself, as this will take time .... I wrote to him that there are
three things in a human — hand, heart and head. His physique, heart
and brain. When we select a person for a government job, his head
is tested, his intellect is also tested, degree minimum, educational
qualifications, then there is competition and then a medical certificate
that says the chest should be so much, he should not have any
disease, the height etc., etc. But what is the test of the heart? Equally
important, perhaps more important if possible. That is what reveals
his impartiality or partiality, honesty and dishonesty — all this is
from the heart. One man is an acknowledged intellectual, he may be
dishonest, another man is illiterate, he may be honest. You are giving
the responsibility of administration to these people. The biggest flaw
in our society from this caste system is that people from different
castes will come and if an administrator is not able to treat everyone
impartially, he is not fit for the job.

Whatever the situation in other nations, in our country if there is one
circumstance that narrows and troubles the heart in our society then
it is the caste system. It limits the sympathies of the mind. What is
the proof that, on entering the service, he will serve everyone with an
equal vision later on? I think the proof of this in our circumstances
is the boy says that he is ready marry anyone out of the other 2,377
castes. ... there are 2,378 castes in the 1891 census. Maybe 2,500 now.



INTERVIEW WITH CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH IN LUCKNOW, UP. 1972 117

So .... I said please do this; this is the biggest weakness in our society;
this is why the problems of our society have arisen, the nation will
never consolidate without this. I said you have power, you are popular
with the people, so have an amendment done in the Constitution. I
also said that there are three disintegrating forces — religion, language,
and caste. Nothing can be done for religion, because of that we
have paid the price, the nation was divided. Now language and caste
remain. | said that for the State Services make marriage outside the
fraternity necessary and for the All-India Services it should be made
mandatory to marry in the inter-linguistic group. Suppose the boy
is Tamil speaking, he will not marry a Tamil speaking girl; marry a
Telugu, Punjabi, or Bengali girl. His is an All-India service, he could
get transferred anywhere in the country. I wrote to him that this would
bind the country and it would prove to be a huge boon in bringing
about integration the country. These are the people who are considered
important people in society.

I even wrote to the MLAs that a person who stands for election
and marries after that will not be able to marry in his community.
But Nehru ji wrote what you say is right, but this is too personal a
question. Why is this so personal? Yes, indeed marriage is a private
matter, but even today there are restrictions on it. Tell me, can
someone marry a 14-year-old girl? We are Hindus sitting here, can we
marry a first cousin? Here we get married leaving seven generations
from the mother’s side and seven generations from the father’s side.
We have now done this so that there is no mistake in counting the
generations, all marry outside the gotra of the mother and the father. If
we marry without leaving, then marriage is illegal. What this means is
that even today there are restrictions. For 2,500 years this caste system
in the biggest bane in our country, why can we not do this? We are
not doing this for everyone such that they should marry like this, we
are only doing this for those who come forward in order to serve the
people. Where do we tell everyone to be a B.A. pass to be a voter
or a citizen, but one who wants to enter the PCS he must be a B.A.
You may very well be five feet two inches, but if you want to enter
the police you must be five feet six inches. Similarly, you may indeed
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marry within your home, it doesn’t matter to us, if your personal law
permits; but if you want to enter public service, then you have to give
proof of that. I have notes of what I wrote to Pant ji and everyone
else.

SM: To Sampurnanand ji?

CCS: 1 did not write to Sampurnanand ji, he was the education
minister. I told him this is very difficult, at the very least do this —
where educational institutions have the name of a caste associated
with their name, issue orders for them that the government will not
provide grant-in-aid to such institutions.

SM: Like Jat College...

CCS: .... or Brahmin college or Vaish college. Yes, because this
brings the poison of casteism in the minds of children. Even to this
Sampurnanand did not agree.

SM: On the one hand he was a Socialist and on the other side he was
doing all this, so how would you reconcile these contradictions?

CCS: I have written evidence. Only the Almighty know how he did
this, ask him only! (laughs) There are many such things, how far can |
tell you. He was not a good administrator. Pant ji left ...

SM: But after Pant ji'’s departure, Sampurnanand ji became the Chief
Minister, what do you think about that struggle?

CCS: If Tandon ji had come at that time Tandon ji would have
become ... what do I say now, Tandon ji was not such a man. We
wanted Tandon ji to come, but he never did. If he had come here
even a day earlier and said that I agree to become .... the difficulty
in front of him would have been that he would not have been a good
administrator, but he would have had the intention of doing good. If
there were delays, he would have kept a good deputy ....

SM: [ have heard about Sampurnanand ji that he did not know how
to take work from bureaucrats or from his juniors?

CCS: Yes, he didn’t know. He did not have a recognition of people. I
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worked for the abolition of Zamindari, now I should not be saying this
from my own mouth, it was number one in India. Revenue Ministers
of other states came here to see the work. Bardoloi .. or what was
his name ... he was the Revenue Minister then who later became the
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, had come to see this work.

SM: Yes, he used to add Bardoloi with his name?

CCS: Yes, he came here. I told him that please go and see the work
in Sultanpur district where consolidation of land holdings work is
underway. He went. The reality was a minister from Madhya Pradesh
was come, when he went there news spread that I was coming.
Twenty thousand people gathered. Now he was amazed to see this.
There the officers told him that news was that our Revenue Minister
is coming but you have come it’s a very good thing. When he came
back, he told me that this was the condition there. I said that whatever
I have done, I have carried it to the village, I have created so many
schemes, so much work got done, I have ignited the light in every
village. I don’t want to go into the details of all this ... when Pant
ji left, Sampurnanand ji asked me to leave the Revenue department.
Revenue and Agriculture both. I said I would not leave Revenue,
please take Agriculture from me. Someone who had been in the
Cabinet for 8 years and he has no idea who had done what? What
is Revenue and what is Agriculture? What social revolution did this
man bring here? My mind told me that now the government is not
going to work well. He didn’t know anything about administration.
If at that time also asked those who opposed me who should be the
Revenue Minister they too would have said that Charan Singh. What
used to happen sometimes is that my time ended in the debate, it was
5 pm and I was yet speaking, my adversaries also said that the time
should be increased by two hours, we want to listen to Charan Singh.
But Sampurnanand ji told me to leave the Revenue. I have spoken for
five-five hours in public meetings.

SM: You had a hold on your subject, right?

CCS: Now Revenue, which is such a dry subject, I made it such
that people didn’t want to get up and go from the meetings. Well,
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Sampurnanand was okay, a learned man, no doubt about it, he was a
good man, but in administration.......

SM: Chaudhary sahab, here is a personal question — it is generally
said that you come from the Jat area and you are only a Jat leader,
therefore you have more love and affection for Jats than for other
castes. Can you say something about this?

CCS: This is a very wrong charge on me and there are psychological
reasons behind it. The people who bring this charge cannot tell me that
I am dishonest, incompetent or I have not done any work. But I have
differences, they feel that I do not serve their interest. Now, no one
shares his own inadequacies, he does not share these in private life and
certainly not in public life. They have to find fault with me, and this
charge of casteism in Hindu society is such that others immediately
believe without investigation. There is a game behind this. Now let
me share some figures with you. For example, it is said that BKD
(Bharatiya Kranti Dal) is a Jat party. We have 60 organizations in the
cities and in the districts. There are 54 districts, 16 cities — but we
did not form institutions in the 10 mountain districts, I was not able
to go there. Congress has 70 city and district organizations. 3 from
60 are headed by Jats. They have 29 Brahmins out of 70. I have the
most that is 16 Brahmins, 13 Thakurs, 8 Ahirs leave aside the other
communities. If there are 3 Jats in 60, then the organization is Jat; and
out of 70 there are 29 Brahmins that is not a Brahmin organization.

Now let’s take up the second issue — the alliance we had with the
Congress had 14 cabinet and state ministers, including me there were
2 Jats. Later when T.N Singh’s government was formed, there were
11 ministers in which there were cabinet ministers and state ministers,
1 of them was a Jat, that is, 1 in 11 was a Jat. There were 3 state
ministers and cabinet ministers in the Congress ministry, 13 out of
30 were Brahmins but even then they do not favour Brahmins and
if 2 out of 14 or 1 in 11 is a Jat then I take the side of Jats. There
are three districts in Meerut Division where there is a population of
Jats — Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Bulandshahr. In Meerut 12 percent
are Jat, 7 percent Brahmin, 5 percent Rajput, 5 percent Gujjar and 3
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percent Tyagi. I was sharing with you yesterday that Tyagi have the
least population percentage? 12 percent of Jats were given 2 tickets,
including myself, 7 percent Brahmin were given 2, 5 percent Gujar
were given 2, 3 percent Tyagi were given 1.

SM: Was this during the time of the Congress?

CCS: No, this is all BKD. At that time I didn’t even have the
power to allocate tickets, even then they were few. Take the case of
Muzaffarnagar ... 11 percent Jat, 4.5 percent Brahmin, 3.75 percent
Gujjar, 3.75 percent Thakur and 1.75 percent Tyagi. The population
of the castes in the census of 1931 is as follows: Muzaffarnagar had
a population of some 9 lakhs, less than 9 lakhs, and had 96,000 Jat,
41,000 Brahmin, 33,000 Gujjar, 33,000 Rajput and 15,000 Tyagi.
96,000 Jat got 1, 41,000 Brahmins got 1, 33,000 Gujjars got 1, 33,000
Rajput we made 1 MLC, and 15,000 Tyagis got 1. In the Congress,
Jats always got 2 tickets. The Brahmins never got a ticket. But I gave
1 ticket to a Jat, 1 to a Brahmin. Let me tell you about two districts.
The whole administration is in the hands of Brahmins. I don’t have a
complaint against Brahmin officers or indeed officers from any caste.
It is politicians who bring and fabricate such things in their mind.
They are educated people, they know they should not be motivated by
caste. Leaving aside a few, I have no complaints against any officers.

I am greatly pained now taking the name of a caste with you, but
facts should come before people. 47 percent IPS are Brahmins, from
one caste, and 40 percent DySPs and 1/3" PCS and 1/3% IAS. They
have come, and through selection, I don’t grudge it, there can be no
complaints about this. But if 2 per cent are Jats and they also are there
from before, if any of them becomes a commissioner, collector or if
any Jat officer is promoted, then there is a great deal of noise. In 54
districts, an officer was promoted to District Magistrate and [ posted
him in Etah. I had not even seen his face, he was recommended from
below, the Congressman there said only Jats have been recruited.
What do they say in the East? The propaganda is we are a party of the
Ahirs. Ahir [population] is more or less equal to that of the Brahmins.
After the Harijans, the largest community is that of the Brahmins.
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Then there are Ahirs, but these poor people are very exploited. They
have benefited greatly from the abolition of Zamindari. They have the
vote too, though they are yet lacking in education. Now from 1937
to 1967, no Ahir was made a minister. I did. I first made an Ahir a
minister in 1967. Ahirs are followed by Thakurs, Thakurs have no
complaints, they are doing well everywhere in jobs, in political life.
After them come the Kurmis. They also have a very large community,
a Kurmi was never made a minister, so I made a Kurmi a minister.
An Ansari was made a minister, a Muslim weaver had never become,
I made him a deputy minister. Passi are a large community within the
Harijans — after Chamar, there are the Passi, a very large community.
They are very brave, and poor, I made a Passi a minister. | made a
Kewat, a Mallah, a state minister, MA pass Manohar Lal of Kanpur.
One Ahir was made Member, Public Service Commission. They had
never been made. Now, it is said that I am increasing casteism! Now,
if there is a monopoly of two or three castes everywhere, in public
life and administration, tell me is this a democracy? Simply justice is
being done to them. If there are deserving people, they shouldn’t get a
chance? That’s why I am facing this charge.

I have shared with you earlier that I had written a letter to Jawaharlal
ji that this is the only way to eradicate caste and he did not agree.
A lighter action not to give a grant to educational institutions who
have the name of a caste in their name, no Congress leader was ready.
Not one Chief Minister agreed. Pant ji didn’t agree, Sampurnanand
Ji didn’t agree, CB Gupta ji didn’t agree, none agreed. When I
became the Chief Minister on 3 April 1967 of the SVD government,
the first thing I did was to hold a cabinet meeting on 6" April. I
had already told the Chief Secretary to bring a note on the subject
that we want to remove the name of the caste from the names of
educational institutions. He presented the note, and the first thing we
did is declare that the government would not give financial assistance
to the institutions which do not remove the name of the caste by
June 30, 1967. The outcome was everyone changed their name. The
person who has held this attitude, and who people have opposed
all along, a man with this attitude is caste-activated and is caste-
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inspired and those who indulge in all kinds of casteism in politics
and administration that I have already shared with you, they put this
charge ... I do not understand it, what should I do? These people are
punishing people in the name of caste ... revert, transfer, being upset,
not giving promotions. Now it has also come to pass that even if a
Jat is the smallest of officials is associated with the BKD, hence he
gets transferred soon or an enquiry is ordered. Now I can claim this
that I should be told if I have even so much as transferred any officer
in the name of caste. Meerut is the largest district. There are 2 sub-
inspector Jats in my tehsil, 3 sub-inspectors are Brahmin, there are
5 police stations in total, about these 3 a man told me that all 3 are
Brahmins, 1 is in Khekhra, 1 is in Baghpat, 1 is in Baraut. I asked
how they are doing; I was told they are doing well. I said let them
stay there. Now amongst the educated in the Jats, a feeling has come
about them that we are being destroyed because of Chaudhary Sahab.
They are looked down upon, they do not get promoted, they are being
punished. Officers say this openly.

Let me share with you an instance about a District Magistrate, this
was told to me by a Congressman, a Jat and was seeking a ticket for a
MP from the Congress which he did not get. He is yet a Congressman
of integrity. He told me about a Naib Tehsildar of a Tehsil who was
transferred. The Tehsildar was happy with that Naib Tehsildar and
the people there were also very happy, but some Congressmen got
him transferred. I don’t remember now who got him transferred, but
that Congressman told me that he tried to stop the transfer. Order
had been issued. The commissioner transfers the Naib Tehsildars
from one district to another, then he went to the commissioner, the
commissioner stopped the order, he said that the Naib Tehsildar
would be re-posted at the same place. But the District Magistrate did
not agree. He went to the District Magistrate and he wrote the name
of so-and-so the President of the Congress Mandal Committee. He
went there, told them that the commissioner sahib has cancelled the
transfer, why haven’t you posted him? He said that it is the area of
Jats and he is a Jat. He told me this in front of many other, about a
month back. He said if he is Jat what is the problem. If this is the
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law then it’s fine, apply it everywhere. When the work of that Naib
Tehsildar is good, he does it with honesty, he does not discriminate
against anyone, it has been only a little time since he has been posted
here, but he did not listen. He said, I was arguing for the sake of it he
is a Yadav Ahir, he does not add Yadav with his name. He said that’s
the same thing. After much insistence, he said that I am doing your
work only. You are a Congressmen, Congress people want that Jats,
Ahirs should be punished, or they should not be treated equally or
with justice. He came away. He didn’t post that man there, finally he
was transferred to the city. This is the situation. There are a thousand
such examples. They are doing this for me because I have only served
them ... If you can spare two days then come to Azamgarh with me,
there is not a single Jat there, but you will see how masses react. How
they will come in the thousands, fifty-fifty thousand numbers. I am not
in power, and I have nothing to offer to them. There is injustice being
done to them. I can’t help and there isn’t even a single Jat. So, for
what reasons is the public with me from either here or there, it is with
me for many reasons I do not want to speculate any further.
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