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CHARAN SINGH Telephones: 376344/374644
president i 12, Tughlak Road,

Lok Dal - NeWw Delhi=110 011
. S | Rpril 19, 1984

Dear Mr, Malhotra,

"~ You have bean pleased to say in your editorial of
~--April 16 on the Akali extremists, entitled *A Dangerous

- Agitation?, that "Ch.Charan Singh With an eye on the 3Jat
" vote in Haryana and Rajasthan has been opposed to any
concessions to the Rkali Dal®,

NoW, granting thdat I am a casteist or a narrov-
minded Jat, pure and simple, may I knoW hoW the interasts
of the Sikh community in punjab conflict with those of the
Hindu Jats in Haryzna and Rajasthan sp that my opposition
to the demands cf the Sikh extremists will bring me more
votes of the Jats as cOmpared with those of the non—Jats
in the latter tlig States? Coming from Punjab as it seems
you do, you must be knoWwing that saome 40 to 50 per cent of
the Sikhs are barn of Hindu Jat parents so that, naturally

enough, Telations betueen the Hindu and Sikh Jats have
alWays been as cordial as possible, : £

My reasons for opposing the demands of the Sikh extre-
-mists inspired by the Ennndpur Sahib resolutinn of 1973, Wwers
explaired fully by me in my speech on the floor of the Lok
Sabha in March or April, 1983 of Which your paper carried a
long report, : - L

, I had told the prime Minister in her face in the last
Week of October, 1982 Whaen she Was pleased to send for me
(for a talk on the Punjab situation) that Sant Bhindranuale
. Was a ph2nonenon of her creation. Your editorial Would lead,
at least, some of your readers to the conclusion that my
- removal from the scene is 1:kely to lead to a solution of

the oroblem, If GoC so Wilis it T am prepared for it, But

I Wwill spaak the truth as I see it and as the national intesst
so imperatively demands,
. Inacruch as you are the editor of an important daily with
a Wide' circulation vour visws carry much Waight with the paople
at large, Your mention of my name with reference to my caste
is likely to creclc a prejudice against me in the minds of your
© readers, MNot orly tii: you have been unfair to me : your remark,
whether you co intendad Z{ or not, has only served to loVWer the
standards of public dabete, - b

Much more as I wonuld like to write, I refrain and content

myself with reproducing beloW same extracts from the last
‘chapter of my bock entitled 'Economic Nightmare of India 3 Tts
Cause and Cuze' (1981) for your perusal —- extracts Which Wwill
serve to shoWw that it is obur social ‘system:based on birth Which
is the main cause of gur undaing throughout the centuries,

With good wishaes, ,
Yours giﬂﬁerely,
Sd/- Charan Singh

'Shri Inder Malhotra,
Editor,

The Times of India,
- New DE!ll‘i-
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A Dangerous Agitation

. It is possible to symiathise With th. sp-called natto 1
democratic alliancs, it8 coastituents - the Bharatiya Jant
- Party and the Lok Dal ~ Pac? not one but tWo eruel dilemmas,
First, their leaders hava nov been in agreemant on hoW to
respond to the &kali ciiil.zige. in Punjab, While Chaudhri
Charan Singh, With an aye on the Jat vate in Haryana and
Rajasttm, has been opnosed tn any concession tp the Akalis,
Mr,Atal Bihari Vajpayce has besn Worried laest Mrs,Gandhi's
tough stance towards thor sving the Hindu vote in herfavour
and has, therefcr., been holding hen primarily responsible for
the tragedy in Funjsh., Thero has bacn a noticeable_ change
in the tone of iihc BJP's pronouncements simce the assassinatian
of Mr,Khanna, vica-president of the party's punjab unit, in
Amritsar, But even rmoVW it has not “sxen tho position that the
Akalis must bear tiiz blamn for the vair®: of terror in the state
and that a suspen:ion, if not Wwithdraizl, of the agitationm is
an essential conditiun Tor Lhw restora%ion of normalcy theras,
Secondly, like ovher political leaders, they have no specific
solution to offer, But uhat ssnse does it make for them to
Ersssnt a memorandin to ths President calling for dismissal of
he Union govarnment, and Worme, to launch, as the alliance
proposas to do on May 3, an agitatio: to press the demand
that Mrs.Gandhi "eithar maet “he extremist challenge pr quit"?

On the face of it, this would appear to be a Urong, indeed
partisan, quostion on two counts., For one thing, no one can
possibly claim that ths administration in Punjab has displayed
much skill and determinations the small number of arrests in
Connection With several hundred murders spesks for itselfy ue do
not need further evidence ko shaW that the state machinery has
consiscently fallen on ite face. For anaovher, agitations,
and memorandums ars normal mothods of draving the govermnment's
and the peoples! attention to urgent issues, But there is
anothar nasmmct tg tida nrrhlem. “Which is that if the fkali's
get strenghiicned in Lnour sonviction that Mrs,Gandhi's position
in ths country as =z vhsle ia under attack and that she cannot
bring the pover o7 the Indian state to bear on them, they will
become sven rora intrancigunt if that is at all possible, A
great deal con Us s2id in criticism of the Uay tha Congress
leadsrship, incliding tha prine Minister, had.handled the affairs
of Punjab since Y] When the party returned to office both at
the Centre and in the state, Some members of the leadership
occupying very high offices can also be said to have built up
Sant BhindranWalo a moro dangerous man than Yhom the country
has not seen sinca 1947, But hov doos it help to recall all
ell that? For only a Prime Minister assured of, and seaen to
be assured of, the support of the vast majority of pecpls
in the country can inspire the necessary respact apd fear in
tga hgarts of the extremists and their backers at hame and
abroad,
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