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One of the key objectives of the Charan Singh Archives (CSA) is to re-publish books,
speeches, articles and political party manifestos crafted by Chaudhary Charan Singh
in his lifetime. He was a meticulous record keeper, prolific author and communicator.
His family has donated over 200,000 pages of these documents, as well as thousands of
images, videos and books, to the Prime Ministers Museum and Library in New Delhi.

CSA is in the process of re-publishing selected books written on his life and ideas
by his many political associates and some academics who studied him deeply during
and after his lifetime. In the coming years, we propose to publish collections of his
speeches in legislative bodies in Uttar Pradesh and Parliament, the manifestoes of
his political parties, his writing in news media, the scores of legislative actions he
shepherded, the thousands of personal and official letters. These publications are a
monumental task, one CSA shall complete in this decade.

We bring to the nation his significant body of work, from the 1930s till his passing
in 1987, as a coherent and uniquely Indian worldview. He was an organic rural
intellectual, voicing an alternate view of India’s development that is rooted in the
uniquely Indian problems of a large agrarian population on limited land, widespread
poverty, inequality, unemployment and underemployment, corruption and the curse
of caste.
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Chaudhary Charan Singh

Chaudhary Charan Singh was a multi-faceted personality and an ardent patriot,
an able administrator, an astute statesman and above all, a man of character, integrity
and humanist inclinations.

2. Born on 23 December 1902 in a peasant family at Noorpur Village in Meerut
District of United Province (Uttar Pradesh), Chaudhary Charan Singh had his primary
education in the nearby village school at Jani Khurd and matriculation from Meerut. He
graduated in Science in 1923 and secured his Master's degree from Agra College, Agra.
He qualified for law degree in 1926 from Meerut College, Meerut.

3. Chaudhary Charan Singh was a founder member of the Ghaziabad Town
Congress Committee from 1929 to 1939. He shifted to Meerut in 1939 and served as
Treasurer, General Secretary and President of the Meerut District Congress Committee
from 1939 to 1946. He was greatly influenced by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and
Maharishi Daya Nand. At the call of Mahatma Gandhi, he joined the freedom struggle
and was sentenced to jail three times - in 1930, 1940 and 1942 respectively.

4. Chaudhary Charan Singh was elected for the first time to the Legislative
Assembly of the United Province from Ghaziabad-Baghpat constituency in Meerut
District in 1937. He continued to be a legislator till 1977. He played a pivotal role in the
eradication of the Zamindari System in Uttar Pradesh. Between 1951 and 1967, except
for a short period, he functioned as a member of the State Council of Ministers holding
important portfolios.

5. After the 1967 general elections, Chaudhary Charan Singh accompanied by 16 of
his followers, quit the Congress and set up a group called the Jan Congress. Later, the
entire opposition came together to form the Samyukta Vidhayak Dal (SVD). As aleader of
SVD, Chaudhary Charan Singh was appointed as the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh on
3" April 1967. Inner strains and squabbles led to the downfall of the SVD Government
and the State was placed under President's rule. In the course of subsequent turn of
events in the Assembly, he once again became the Chief Minister in February 1970.

6. Chaudhary Charan Singh was elected to the Lok Sabha for the first time in 1977
as Janata Party candidate and was appointed as Home Minister in Shri Morarji Desai
Government. He resigned from Home Ministership in protest against the removal of Shri
Raj Narain from the Government. However, without him, the Government found it
difficult to function. He was again inducted into the Desai Government and he was
appointed Deputy Prime Minister with Finance as his portfolio.

7. Due to new developments in Janata Party, Shri Morarji Desai resigned from the
Prime Minister's post on 15th July, 1979. After a series of consultations, the then
President, Dr. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy invited Chaudhary Charan Singh to form the
government. He was sworn in as the Prime Minister on 28th July, 1979.

8. Chaudhary Charan Singh was a great scholar of Indian economics and planning.
His books 'India's Economic Policy - the Gandhian Blueprint' and 'Economic Nightmare
of India - Its Cause and cure' are masterpieces on the Indian agrarian theme. Some of
his important publications include : 'Abolition of Zamindari', 'Co-operative Farming X-
rayed’, 'India's Poverty and its Solutions', 'Agrarian Revolution in Uttar Pradesh' and
'Land Reforms in UP and the Kulaks'. In 1942, he wrote an unique book on Indian
etiquette in Barreilly Central Jail. This book was published later with the title
‘Shishtachar'.

9. Chaudhary Charan Singh passed away on 29th May 1987. His quest for the

betterment of the farming community caused his memorial in New Delhi to be named as
'Kisan Ghat'.
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This historical interview is available to us thanks to the far-sighted Oral History program
of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML), Delhi. Chaudhary Charan Singh
shares memories of his early life and the abiding influences of the character and programs
of Swami Dayanand Saraswati and Mahatma Gandhi; his long and deep association with
the Indian National Congress since 1930 when he first headed the Meerut District Congress
Committee; his participation in the long non-violent struggle for freedom from colonial
Britain including his multiple periods of incarceration; his career as a young lawyer
in Ghaziabad in the 1930s; his views on the downfall of the character and morality of
Congressmen soon after Independence in 1947; the poor state of the administration in
Uttar Pradesh; his experience in government and his recollections of national and regional
political leaders including Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and Govind Ballabh Pant.
The Charan Singh Archives is thankful to Sarabjeet Kaur for translating this interview from
the original Hindi to English.
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Paperback: https://charansingh.org/hi/shop/dhartiputra 3799
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R 9e4x # orE HA & WU H| SR I H A @G ST BT SADT Agdrd =
RSTIS ARIRR & g6 g9l @f AP § Fe™d o | w3 Mide deotd Ud -1 59 &1 3
ST ot Iromife iR @fRhTa wwele faa | @) |18 7 9ey9 & SHIaRT Sied R i
B, 9eve ¥ UfST Ud & STHIRT & IR W TS W07 § e {b I8 I ASId g
P e TRaQl IuAfer o |

SHIRRY S &R i GuR T 7 B UgeR Rl 31 96 g 9 TE A W
St 3R arfaMTsy SIIAR e fhar | er @R Rig 7 Admddl B 9ey3 § aIRT RN
iR gARad frar f& BT fram died 3R o B STTCHAT BT MR o | IB g@far
f 59 geR 98 S o &R efodl & Rl o e SRa gY e Faven & yErER
3R I SHIGRT gRT f6y MU 37 & faog wmaeme Rig gor |

IR =R T B oEd H SeRl @ gREaIv B Ted 99 & AI—d ARA G
STl B HANAAT 3R ABER B T8 e 61 2| AR A8d T U ASTAd
FAGTEH H T TSI B BH FEGd DI, e 9 oAl o I FHeErR], 3R S §9
AR W T GRS H FAAd B BT AR AT |

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/hi/shop/up-bhoomi-sudhar-aur-kulak %799
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SENRTDHIERT & TEwar] St 3R P BT WA 37 & UerRl @ nmeel & 9
oY, BT TR F S e, oI H TRER AR R 31 gy, M 81 FdreT ¥
ST 9 2RET 3T WM iR I9 S & TS S JISId devll BT f&JaRor § |

g fHae wa Feayol Iomar @ Sl @ e M 95 {21 39 fhae # w@dmarn
T A TS U8el & BT 3R WA 918 S URMS Bl & Ieoidd Jel, farel iR
o wef @1 faweryor 2
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MHIR (FTTHTeT ITe) 2 |

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/hi/shop/bharatiya-rajnitik-jeevan-1 31,595
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# o9 TP PA & AN IudeT oY |

T8 TWS SR WRA DI AT 1937 W 1987 T& W ds Gel # fordl TE g F
fada @s 21

Ufdl 3R, §19 aIRFTed JAaRidl, dived, Juag 3 o e R iRy srere &
MHIR (FTTHTeT ITe) 2 |

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/hi/shop/bharatiya-rajnitik-jeevan-2 31,295

17



i ity S

TR FHE AMNTAENTR §RT UHIRT =RoT g &1 dfera Siiaw alver =i [
@ Slae IR W A< AR Aard Tl & YoMl JH1d, Idh! g2l
e ¥ faafsia wrfier, St gew dewR fAeell # S9! Iorifad Sidd,
YT MRA & Sifdd ghgolidl & w0 H ST WIS Feed, T MR B TSIl
@ 91g s I~ WaRi A e & 1 W) 396 difgs wavel & 81 gY
SH! Sifed, IRwpd d G UFIT & v & ures & uRfed serdr 21

TSl A< H ol =@RT 47 e, AR SR Afdar ¥ Aada @fh o |
5 RARreamRll 7 ST U I IS AR J—BHl & STIHR DI kT
E | SR oY STed! 3R oY SUFRDII Pl |1 A dlell &dRe, il 7
FASTATE] o 7 gofiarel, g 9Rd @l T, SRISHTRY, IRaRmE™], SAifcare
IR ICER & FHARIR BT IS dTell ol d Aldbdih @awer 4 fagard
| A ge omat +ff Sha vd urifiTe 2

AT ANl | b g 2N RiE =1 Ta vd Y & s H I@HR 9Rd
DI TSI teTaRelT H U AR UR SERT 3Md YD, ol
helc U4 MdMe o 3l # ford, I His@l $fY Hde & IR H
T Al H YE & SN 67 WP JMETdl B AHRRN & FHEE H AR
% forw oot WY URifTe €| ST e Ul BN 1948 H SR TSI H
SRR I Td g R AR B 611 g8 B RUS off | S
g“\ﬂfb' fordt o & ?h_é g — Abolition of Zamindari: Two Alternatives, Joint
Farming X-Rayed: The Problem and Its Solution, India s and Its Solution, India s
Economic Policy: The Gandhian Blueprint and Economic Nightmare of India: Its

Cause and Cure.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/hi/shop/ek-sankshipt-jeevani 299
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Abolition of Zamindari

Published in 1947 when Charan Singh was a Member of the Indian National
Congress’ Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms Committee (ZALRC) in
Uttar Pradesh, Abolition of Zamindari: Two Alternatives details Singh’s case and
method for ending landlordism. He was, in fact, to become the principal architect
of the ending of zamindari in Uttar Pradesh as Minister of Revenue in the 1950s.

Singh deploys his considerable knowledge of the land tenure system, the psyche
of the Indian peasant and literature from across the world to identify alternatives
for the removal of zamindari available to India. He proposes a solution from the
bottom up, positing the self-cultivating small peasant and decentralized village
industry as the cornerstone of an economic policy uniquely suited to the problems
of the nascent Indian nation.

Singh’s vision, based on the primacy of peasant owner-cultivators, is organically
opposed to the Marxist model as practiced then in Soviet Russia and popular
in intellectual and political circles in India of the time. His commitment to a
democratic Indian future is absolute, and in search for an equitable society he
recommends radical land reforms and a restructuring of Indian agriculture
based on intensive utilization of land, coupled with an emphasis on small-scale
machinery augmenting labour, employing millions in the process.

Paperback: https:/charansingh.org/shop/abolition-zamindari-two-alternatives 3899
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Joint Farming X-rayed

Joint Farming
X-Rayed

Charan Singh

135

Written in opposition to the adoption of joint farming as India’s agricultural policy
at the Indian National Congress’ Nagpur Resolution of January 1959, which was
a culmination of high-pitched propaganda led byjawaharlal Nehru in favour of
collective/cooperative farming, Joint Farming X-rayed presents Charan Singh’s
substantive intellectual break with the political party he had served for 35 years.

Published in September 1959, this is a devastating critique of joint farming as
a means of increasing agricultural productivity. Singh finds it unsuitable for the
Indian countryside based on varied geography, limited land and capital, a complex
social structure, a vast population and commitment to democratic principles. He
also brings to bear an extraordinary amount of evidence from multiple continents
and numerous disciplines to present a picture of the havoc collectivisation
unleashes on farm productivity, in which he presciently anticipates the failure of
collective farms across the Communist world.

His alternate vision identifies land as the limiting factor in capital production, and
posits agriculture, not industry, as the priority for sustainable capital formation.
The book locates independent small owner-cultivators, decentralised village
industries, intensive farming and population control as the solutions for India.
Singh puts forth a cogent plan for a new India constructed from the bottom-up,
in opposition to the Nehruvian top-down plan aping alien models unsuited to her
genius and limitations, made by men who Singh considered were themselves
alienated from the ground realities of the country.

Paperback: https:/charansingh.org/shop/joint-farming-x-rayed 21,299
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India’s Poverty and its Solution

India's Poverty
and its Solution

Charan Singh

Published in 1964, India’s Poverty and its Solution is Charan Singh’s most
substantive work. It lays out his clear ideological position on the need for a
primarily agricultural society to give primacy to agriculture for inter-related
social, economic, political and ecological reasons.

Anupdate ofhis 1959 book Joint Farming X-rayed, which was written in opposition
to the adoption of large scale co-operative farming as India’s agricultural policy
by the Indian National Congress, Singh bolsters his devastating critique of joint
farming with updated figures and tables.

Singh reiterates that the system of peasant proprietorship is best suited to
India’s economic and social development, with small farms forming a bulwark
of democracy, and also the basis of a certain way of life quite in contrast to
industrialisation. Singh details an alternative model for India’s bottom-up
economic development based on decentralised village industries, agricultural
self-sufficiency and enhanced purchasing power of the vast majority of Indians
dwelling in the villages.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/indias-poverty-and-its-solution 31,799
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Profile of Chaudhary Charan Singh

Crusader against Injustice, Exploitation and Corruption

This brief account of Chaudhary Charan Singh’s public life was written by Professor Sukhbir
Singh Goel of Delhi University and published on 23 December 1978, birth anniversary of
Chaudhary Charan Singh. This was also the occasion of one of the largest gatherings of
farmers and villagers in New Delhi, now celebrated nationally as Kisan Diwas.

Goel provides a passionate account of Chaudhary Charan Singh’s political life, ideas and
influence. He shares Singh’s humble beginnings, his education, and his deep involvement
in the movement to free India from British rule. Goyal highlights Singh’s contribution to
land and agricultural marketing law reforms in Uttar Pradesh and his influential role in
several ministries such as revenue, home, finance and local self-government. This booklet
provides an analysis of Singh’s efforts to tackle poverty, discrimination and exploitation
in society. By detailing specific initiatives, strategies adopted and obstacles overcome, the
booklet highlights Singh’s unwavering commitment to social justice.

Goyal also underlines Singh’s relentless push for transparency and accountability within
government institutions. He shares specific examples of corruption that Singh cited, the
investigative measures he implemented, and the broader impact of his anti-corruption
efforts on governance and society.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/ccs-profile 3149
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India’s Economic Policy

Published in 1978 when Charan Singh was Union Home Minister and the
Chairman of Janata’s Party’s Cabinet committee on economic policy, India’s
Economic Policy: The Gandhian Blueprint lays out an alternate model for
India’s development. This easy-to-read book is a succinct formulation of Singh’s
principles to build India from the bottom-up. Singh is critical of Jawarhalal
Nehru’s economic policy framework and the latter’s rejection of Mohandas
Gandhi’s vision of an India with the village at its center. He prescribes a radically
new policy blueprint, on Gandhian lines, in harmony with India’s geography,
population, demography and democratic beliefs.

His economic policy targets the ‘three ills’ of poverty, unemployment and disparities
in wealth through higher agricultural production, maximisation of employment on
land and by capital, reduced inequalities in incomes, and protection of labour
from exploitation. Singh’s blueprint recommends a reversal of industrialization
and the privileges its mostly urban beneficiaries enjoyed over agriculture and the
village, and a complete overhaul of urban-elitist planning which had little contact
with ground realities.

Singh stresses he is not opposed to industrialisation per se, but to the priority
given to it over village India. He opposes mechanisation that replaces human
labour, with which India is endowed to excess, as well as to the concentration of
economic power it engenders in the hands of a few. He urges a break away from
foreign technology as well as capital upon which all efforts at development had
hitherto been predicated. His Gandhian prescription is the widespread application
of labour- intensive techniques and small scale decentralised production, for the
most part, all based on democracy engendering self-employment instead of the
extractive Capitalist or totalitarian Communist systems.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/indias-economic-policy 499
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Economic Nightmare of India

The last of Charan Singh’s major works, Economic Nightmare of India: Its Cause
and Cure was published in 1981. This updated Singh’s long-standing critique
of the lopsided capital-intensive, industrial and urban-biased development
path followed by India since Independence in 1947. Singh strings together, in
his usual systematic manner, damning data on growing poverty, malnutrition,
unemployment, indebtedness and income inequality in India. He warns of a bleak
future unless national priorities change to address the vast majority living in rural
India.

Singh takes us through a tour of the land system in India, the neglect of agriculture,
the exploitation of the peasant and deprivation of the village by priorities of the
urban elite. He juxtaposes the opposing patterns of development envisaged by
Gandhi and Nehru, and the ills that ‘Socialist’ thinking brought to society including
an inefficient public sector. He also goes on to condemn the concentration of
economic power in the hands of a few business families, widening income
disparities and unemployment.

Singh champions nationwide self-employment, eschewing models based on
communism or capitalism as practiced in other nations, as the basis of a self-
sufficient and democratic nation. Singh shares solutions that replace the
Nehruvian approach with the Gandhian: focus on the village, agriculture, and
rural employment. He marshals arguments in favour of primacy to employment
over growth in GDP; decentralised industrialization based on labour-intensive
techniques of production; strengthening of the small farm peasant economy and
avoiding labour displacing mechanisation of agriculture; increasing investments
in social and economic infrastructure in rural areas for education, medical
facilities, sanitation, civic amenities to dramatically reduce migration to the slums
of the cities.

Paperback: https:/charansingh.org/shop/economic-nightmare-india 31,999
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Who is a Casteist?
An Analysis

This booklet, published by the Kisan Trust in 1982, brings to light Chaudhary Charan
Singh’s extraordinarily vigorous and public opposition to caste in Indian society throughout
his long public life. His attitude to destroying the bonds of caste and gender discrimination
was based on his Arya Samaj worldview of bringing a social revolution in Hindu society,
complemented by Gandhi’s mass movements to reform caste.

This booklet takes us through Singh’s attempts to break the stranglehold of caste on society,
the laws he passed (and attempted to pass) in this regard and their impact on the landless
and backward castes, his many letters to politicians in his state and in Delhi on caste, and
of course his personal practices which were one with his public stance.

The booklet also traces a crucial, and little known, change in his earlier attitude to
affirmative action in government jobs from one based on occupation or class to caste, how
‘hard facts of public life and administration of our country gradually helped evaporate his
hesitation in going whole-hog in favour of reservation for backward classes.’

“The backward castes, Harijans and Girijans are no longer prepared to be treated as second
class citizens in the present-day Indian society. They are restive. They can come into their
own only if they are prepared to make necessary sacrifices for achievement of their rightful
place in the society. No lover of this Motherland of ours can entertain a nobler ambition in
this life than to see that the backward castes, Harijans, Girijans and others who are down-
trodden wrest social, political and economic power from those who constitute the parasites
of our society. I make a special appeal to the young generation of backward and deprived
sections of our society to wake up and organize themselves. The monopolists and the
exploiters have nowhere in history shed themselves willingly of their power: it has always

had to be snatched”.

Chaudhary Charan Singh
18 February 1982
Backward Classes Rally, Boat Club, New Delhi

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/who-casteist-analysis 199
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Land Reforms in U.P and the Kulaks
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Published a year before his passing in 1987, Charan Singh’s last work, Land
Reforms in U.P and the Kulaks chronicles Singh’s relentless struggle over three
decades (1936-66) in favour of small farms and his battles for the abolition of
Zamindari in the face of bitter opposition from the landed aristocracy.

As Parliamentary Secretary in 1946 and later Revenue Minister in 1952 in
Uttar Pradesh (U.P.), he led the movement for abolishing the Zamindari system,
supported fully by the Chief Minister Govind Ballabh Pant. Singh cites the
Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms (ZALR) Act of 1951, researched, written
and shepherded into law and implemented by him, as the proudest achievement of
his political career. His unparalleled knowledge of the complex set of land tenure
laws in U. P. was instrumental in warding off determined attacks from opponents
across the political spectrum.

The ZALR Act provided small tenant cultivators with permanent and inalienable
rights to the land they tilled; and in conjunction with the Consolidation of Holding
Act (formulated and passed into law again by Singh in 1953) ensured they became
a bulwark of democracy and of higher agricultural productivity. He demonstrates
the lengths to which this legislation went on to protect rural and interests of the
downtrodden against urban greed, corruption and legal sabotage instigated by the
landlords and their rural collaborators.

His writing reveal a deep understanding of the tenant’s view of land reforms,
as well as an intimate understanding of the psychology and ethos of the Indian
countryside. Singh considered this empathy lacking in his political contemporaries,
whether capitalist, socialist or communist, and to whom he returns the charge of

being the real Kulaks.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/land-reforms-up-and-kulaks 3899

26



Charan Singh: A Brief Life History

Harsh Singh Lohit

This brief life history of Charan Singh takes the reader through the early
influences of Swami Dayanand and Mahatma Gandhi on Singh, his immersion
in the freedom struggle, his long political life in Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, and
his abiding importance as an organic intellectual of village India with a complex,
sophisticated and coherent strategy for India’s development at variance from
all post-Independence governments. A detailed chronology of Singh’s life is a
fascinating glimpse of politics in India from the Forties till the Mid-Eighties.

Singh was a man of simplicity, virtue and morals in the Gandhian mould, his
upright character and honesty recognized by all. This enabled him a reputation
as a strong administrator, an upholder of the law of the land. He believed in a
fundamentally democratic society of small producers and small consumers
brought together in a system neither socialist or capitalist but one that addressed
the uniquely Indian problems of poverty, unemployment, inequality, caste and
corruption. Each of these issues remains intractable today, and his solutions as
fresh and relevant to their amelioration and ultimate eradication.

A scholar of extraordinary capability, Singh wrote a number of books, political
pamphlets and numerous articles in English on his belief of the centrality of
villages and agriculture in India’s political economy which are even more relevant
to India today as we struggle with an agrarian crisis and 67% of our population
in the villages. His first publication was the 611-page report of the Zamindari
Abolition and Land Reforms Committee in Uttar Pradesh in 1948. He also wrote,
amongst others, Abolition of Zamindari: Two Alternatives (1947), Joint Farming
X-Rayed: The Problem and Its Solution (1959), India’s Poverty and Its Solution
(1964), India’s Economic Policy: The Gandhian Blueprint (1978) and Economic
Nightmare of India: Its Cause and Cure (1981).

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/cs-life-history 3299
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Selected Works of Charan Singh

The Charan Singh Archives published the ‘Selected Works
of Charan Singh’ in 2020. This collectors set includes 6 of
Singh’s major works and an easy-to-read summary of each
of these books in the original English. CSA dedicated these
books to the memory of those who sought a new dawn for
India in Gandhiji’s Swaraj as a peaceful spiritual, political
and social revolution.

The set makes an ideal acquisition for private and public
libraries and is especially useful for students of economics,
. political economy, Gandhian studies, academicians in
-\ general, social and political activists, politicians and policy
makers.

The contemporaneity of Charan Singh’s ideas informs us how little India has
changed since Independence as we struggle with an agrarian crisis where 47% of
our impoverished population remains engaged in non-remunerative agricultural
livelihoods. When COVID struck at the heart of human activity in 2020, the ugly
innards of the urban, post-industrial exploitative structure lay fully exposed as our
rural brothers and sisters fled the slums of the cities for their villages from where they
had migrated to earn a living. In Singh’s ideal world, the regeneration of rural India
would have replaced the megacities that are being constructed and these would not
have become the capital sinks of an ecologically unsustainable life.

Asweenter 2021 CE, a farmers agitation for repealing three laws related to procurement
of their produce has morphed into a struggle for an agricultural way of life. Ironically,
the APMC law the farmers from Punjab are fighting to retain was passed in 1937 by
Sir Chhotu Ram, the making of which Singh had a historical role.

Charan Singh proposed a Gandhian political economy — less industrial, more hand-
made and self-sufficient local economies — one readers can reacquaint themselves
through this collector set. He wrote Abolition of Zamindari (1947), Joint Farming
X-Rayed (1959), India's Poverty and Its Solution (1964), India’s Economic Policy: The
Gandhian Blueprint (1978), Economic Nightmare of India (1981) and Land Reforms
in U.P. and the Kulaks (1986). The 7th book (Summary of Selected Works) provides
easy-to-read summaries of each of these 6 books, and is an excellent accompaniment
to the original texts.

In addition to these, Singh wrote scores of books, pamphlets and hundreds of articles
on the need for centrality of villages and agriculture in India’s political economy and
planning. His ideas proposed less industrial, more hand-made and self-sufficient rural
and local economies in India.

All these books plead for the centrality of villages, agriculture and hand-made local
industry in India’s political economy. Singh believed deeply in a democratic society
of small producers and small consumers brought together in a system neither capitalist
or communist but one that addressed, as a whole, the uniquely Indian problems of
poverty, unemployment, inequality, caste and corruption. Each of these issues remains
intractable today, and his solutions as fresh and relevant to their amelioration and
ultimate eradication.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/charan-singh-selected-works 37,999
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Summary of Selected Works

Summary
of Selected Works

Charan Singh
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Charan Singh was born on 23 December 1902 in Meerut District of the United
Provinces (Uttar Pradesh) in an illiterate tenant farmer’s village hut. His mental
fortitude and capability were recognized early in life and he went on to acquire
a B.Sc., M.A. in History and LL. B from Agra College. He joined the Indian
National Congress, at 27, in the struggle to free India from British rule and
was imprisoned in 1930, 1940, and 1942 for his participation in the national
movement. He remained a member of the Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh
from 1936 to 1974 and was a minister in all Congress governments from 1946
to 1967, which provided him a reputation as an efficient, incorruptible and clear-
headed administrator. Singh was the state’s first non- Congress Chief Minister
in 1967 and again in 1970, before his tenure in 1977-78 as the Union Minister
for Home and, later, Finance. This journey culminated in 1979 when he became
Prime Minister of India. Over much of the 70s and early 80s he remained a figure
of major political significance in Indian politics till he passed away on 29 May
1987.

Charan Singh wrote scores of books, political pamphlets, manifestoes and hundreds
of articles on the centrality of the village and agriculture in India’s political
economy. Many of these thoughts are relevant to India today as we struggle with
an agrarian crisis with 67% of our impoverished population living in the villages
and 47% engaged in unremunerative agricultural livelihoods. He helped write the
611 — page report of the Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms Committee in
Uttar Pradesh in 1948 and also wrote the books Abolition of Zamindari (1947),
Joint Farming X-Rayed (1959), India’s Poverty and Its Solution (1964), India's
Economic Policy (1978) Economic Nightmare of India (1981) and Land Reforms
in U.P. and the Kulaks (1986).

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/summary-selected-works 899
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Charan Singh and Congress Politics (Vol. 1)

B Bt AT b “I do admire those few persons in political life who see politics
as their vocation, pursue clearly stated goals, and do not enrich
themselves in the process. Their numbers are tiny in my country and
in India. Charan Singh was such a man......... with Charan Singh, 1
felt a certain kinship of character which perhaps will be revealed in
my assessment of him in these volumes.”

Paul R Brass

This book, first of a three-volume series, straddles the
conventional division between the history of an epoch
in the politics of North India and a definitive biography
— that of Chaudhary Charan Singh, a great son of India.

| B Brass

It begins with bitter conflicts amongst rival aspirants
and groups for power in Uttar Pradesh, the beginnings of the fragmentation of the
Congress in Northern India, Charan Singh’s decisive role in splitting the party and
mobilising the peasantry and backward castes of northern India, the rise of non-
Congress politics and coalitions, and the creation of a broad social base across
Northern India drawing its principal strength from the backward classes whose
political rise in Northern India begins from this moment. This volume ends at a
key point in the life of Charan Singh and the history of the Congress organization
in UP, namely, his resignation from the government of Dr. Sampurnanand,
beginning a new critical period in the history of the Congress in the state.

This volume follows the early public life, from 1937 to 1961, of Chaudhary Charan
Singh, a man of principle and pride and a dedicated nationalist, who at once loved
his country while condemning the path chosen for it by its political leadership.
Charan Singh attempted throughout his public life to wrest power from the urban,
elite castes in favor of the rural middle and lower castes and construct a Gandhian
economy from the grassroots. He himself came from a humble background in the
countryside, though he was no country bumpkin, but a self-made man of high
intellect. From a middle self-cultivating peasant caste, he went on to embody and
speak for a new social movement - that of the backward castes of Northern India.
He molded a multiplicity of castes into a political coalition based on common
class and economic interests, whose interests he always promoted and in whose
advancement he played the most important role.

Charan Singh provided Paul Brass generous access to his extensive private
collection of files and papers, dating from the 1930s, from which Paul Brass crafted
these volumes and published between 2010 and 2014. This was the culmination of
a relationship of mutual respect based on a certain kinship of character since their
first meet in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh in 1961.

Paul R. Brass (1936-2022) was Professor Emeritus of Political Science and
International Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. During a
career spanning 60 years, Paul extensively studied the political culture of the
Indian subcontinent, wrote 18 well-received scholarly books and published scores

of articles on South Asian politics and mass communal violence.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/charan-singh-congress-politics-1 31,999
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Charan Singh and Congress Politics (Vol. 2)

“This book is dedicated to that rare breed of politicians who,
while upholding and practicing non violence have the gumption to
state what they believe, to act upon their beliefs, and to accept the
consequences of their actions.”

T ik b e A7 1T Ve

Paul R Brass

This book, second of a three-volume series, uniquely
straddles the conventional division between the history
| of an epoch in the politics of North India and a definitive
biography — that of Chaudhary Charan Singh, a great
son of India.

An becan Prdivical Life
ran Singh ress Palitics

Paul R Brass

This volume commences with the resignation of Charan
Singh from the government of Dr. Sampurnanand. It goes on to explain the
antagonism of Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi towards Charan Singh, the
further deterioration of the Congress as an effective political organization in Uttar
Pradesh, Charan Singh’s break with the Congress in 1967 that achieved his goal
of becoming the Chief Minister of UP. Volume 2 ends at a crucial turning point
in North Indian political history marked by the death of Jawaharlal Nehru, the
beginnings of the fragmentation of the Congress in most states in the country,
and the rise of Indira Gandhi to power and as the dominant personality in Indian
politics. Charan Singh and the non-Congress political formations in UP were
major obstacles to her desire for dominance, at this juncture a struggle began
between her and Charan Singh in which her fate as leader of the Congress and the
country was at stake.

Charan Singh was a man of principle and pride and a dedicated nationalist, who
at once loved his country while condemning the path chosen for it by its political
leadership. Charan Singh attempted throughout his public life to wrest power from
the urban, elite castes in favor of the rural middle and lower castes and construct
a Gandhian economy from the grassroots. He himself came from a humble
background in the countryside, though he was no country bumpkin, but a self-
made man of high intellect. From a middle self-cultivating peasant caste, he went
on to embody and speak for a new social movement, that of the backward castes of
Northern India. He molded a multiplicity of castes into a political coalition based
on common class and economic interests, whose interests he always promoted
and in whose advancement he played the most important role.

Paul R. Brass (1936-2022) was Professor Emeritus of Political Science and
International Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. During
a career spanning 60 years, Paul studied the political culture of the Indian
subcontinent, wrote 18 well-received scholarly books and published scores of
articles on South Asian politics and mass communal violence.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/charan-singh-congress-politics-2 31,599
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Charan Singh and Congress Politics (Vol. 3)

1 “I do not believe it is necessary for a biographer to maintain distance
*l ! from ones object of study. Despite my different upbringing and

differences in political and personal beliefs I admired and was quite
fond of Charan Singh.”

Paul R Brass

This book, third and last of a three-volume series,
uniquely straddles the conventional division between
the history of an epoch in the politics of North India
and a definitive biography — that of Chaudhary Charan
Singh, a great son of India.

Paul B Brass

This volume commences with the dramatic political
event of the fall of the Congress in 1967 in the politically most critically important
state of UP and the formation of the first non-Congress government since
Independence. It traces the struggle between Charan Singh and Indira Gandhi
in which each at crucial times needed the political support of the other, neither
trusted the other, with Gandhi on one hand as the unscrupulous and superior
strategist with a determination to remain in power and Singh on the other with
firm, principled policies in favour of the village that he ever sought to implement
when in power.

Charan Singh was a man of principle and pride and a dedicated nationalist, who
at once loved his country while condemning the path chosen for it by its political
leadership. Charan Singh attempted throughout his public life to wrest power from
the urban, elite castes in favor of the rural middle and lower castes and construct
a Gandhian economy from the grassroots. He himself came from a humble
background in the countryside, though he was no country bumpkin, but a self-
made man of high intellect. From a middle self-cultivating peasant caste, he went
on to embody and speak for a new social movement, that of the backward castes of
Northern India. He molded a multiplicity of castes into a political coalition based
on common class and economic interests, whose interests he always promoted
and in whose advancement he played the most important role.

Paul R. Brass (1936-2022) was Professor Emeritus of Political Science and
International Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. During
a career spanning 60 years, Paul studied the political culture of the Indian
subcontinent, wrote 18 well-received scholarly books and published scores of
articles on South Asian politics and mass communal violence.

Paperback: https://charansingh.org/shop/charan-singh-congress-politics-3 21,099
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