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The emergence of two mearly evenly matched parties
in political 1ife of old democratic countries has seemingly
bocome part of the essential attribites of democresy, though
1t is of little mignificance to the study of pure political
theory and thought whose acoumulated wealth has 'b.'l.ouo;;l
into what we call democracy todsy, This history of the
functioning of dezocracy hes given rise to the telief that
a single party rule with another party sitting in the :
opposition provides and ensures homogeneity and svoids
tomperenontsl and — if oo mEy 87 50w {declogical
conflicts in the formulation of governmentel policies and
in day~to-day administretion, During-ths lest few decades
Britain exd France heve experienced tuo divergent yarieties B
of coalition govermmenta, It was purely during ths e:.u:gem; ?
creeted by war that Britein put the two parties sids by side
in the seats of power, This was dons epperently in pursuance
of the feeling the.t.dta timo when tha country wes involved in
a 1ife~gnd-desth struggle, the natural inmstinct of opposition
in e democratic pet-up should be reduced to the um go that
the ver effort might bo pushed:forvard with common consent at the N
Cebinet tablo ratber then in a pertisan spirit in the legialature
by rejeotirg the opposition opinion, In this vay, that is,
through the two-party coalition, the Oppoaition wes also /
onabled to contrilute its mite to the war offort, In France,
bafore the present set-up came into baing, coalitions resulted
from the sbsence of a sirgle-party majority, The axperience
was not a heppy ons, but o conclusion van be drawn that s11
coalitions will meet the same fate and will wuce the smme

results, \
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¢ ~ ) .- When coalitlons vere coming up md collspsing in France,
. 5 =y / the conflicting politicel parties were vedded to widely differnt
gl L L g ecoronte, politicel end religious idsologies, end their mesting-
3 ground for a coelitlon was e minimum sgreed or sgreseshle pro-
gremme, On ascount of different conplexions of poclelisn and

conruniam, the electorate was divided into rumerous ideologicel
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Loatd . sections, end the interpretetion of Marxian itself differed,
. ) ";" : R . like Buddhisn, from section to sootion, Britain was fortunate

.; l‘ - -’_' . 4n this respect, Thare too political 1ife wes affected by a
o e 2 mi1d veriety of Merxiem, and the result was the grovth of ths
o E g S Latour Party to 8 poverful stature, Britaln escmped ssotlonsl

L ' dt'rielons 1ike those of Frence, and hes now the sdventege of the

‘~ ';* : ‘; . ! go-celled two-perty system,

(22, SR
s ..-r ; B e " ’ a _-‘ Indle hes emulated Britain in pmpa}uu the fremework
rl‘ I -‘ ', = _; of its democratic instifutions, tut hes ingldentally drifted . —— —

in the party framework fouerds the French way, Amaet aimml-
teneously with the sasumption of the !.udanhl; of t he Corgress
by Mebatza Gendhi tbau‘ sprang up in praotical form the idees of
Morxen, and in the tuentles Indias witnossed the tirth of &

ol o coxmunict perty, A decedo later pome orgrossmen formed them~
i selves into another perky callsd tho § oclalist Party, which vas
a pink veriety of Marxisa, Thasa nay ﬁlﬂlﬁlﬁl vere 1ike lntll
islands in the vest ocom represented by Gerdhism which ves '
gottirng response from the vest mltituda of the Indien people.
e o Indian history, with its peculiarities, providad the baolq:nnnd
,-. vt for other politiol menifestations, the most conspioucus of which
. vas communel, Yn the vake of politiodl consclousmass copaunalisa
ppread, quits paradixigally, like wild-fire, and ve sav the birth
and growth of the Muslim Losgue on tIhPOu'Itkj n&hh_;:ron,
of s Eindu-Mahesabbs on the other, Ths' Britlsh vede thatr own
contritution to communsl end social m-otﬁaa, and Yy

: : encoursgirg separate elsctorates, they dwided Tndiens into
o 8-
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/ ' o soveral compertaents, Tho initisl hlome for electoral separa- i
/ K P tion of buntouchables® ley with Hindu soclety itself, and it ;
X < ’: 4 -Ef;:\ vas Tather natural for the sicelled untouchables to give 1'
}l" .'-':' :‘f .- ' ‘?%‘9va-6 oxpression tqthelr suffering by sottlng up separate political [
e , e o an ! parties and giving thess parties 1ifa-hlood with the caste Hindu
- ; hatred, Social rurgs of a soclety-are in practicsl result the i
ped & . ecomnic rugs, and one rind.l this truth writ 1u‘g¢- in India, i
= . By und large the so-called high castes are more prosperous and !'
L5 Yotter oducetod then thoss reckonod ss backvard &lasses and 1
,"“l": ": i ' scheduled castes, : AJ.‘tsr the schievément of freadom and introm ;
. o g duction of Conatitutlon based on adult franchise, these people, i
v !:; @ik _' callirg themsolves 'heve-nots! dlscovered thelr pover, and spoe r
& ., of thelr loading aan fommed ceste-babed partiesto moti1ise |
| ' g ) . _ the mr}.ﬂﬁd nlmmu on tha politicml pll.t!nm. Those who had 1
, SnE grownr undar €0 Maltotiats Jadssshty to' mauad soculas atature |
.i-..,,-'-"."-', \' oy trosting anl mm ‘and rellglons vith- uw.ug&ng! tamper, belpy — I
:';,-a “’ . -.'.,': lessly sow tha/pols.tiu;,.lﬂo wmuzmmwn plane i
= IT; ! to fissiparous tendencies, '
o STt On the 1dsologlcak plane itasls, thete very diviatons i!
b r . Tesulting from conflicts tatween par'_q'r_.;ﬁ:lg'xa.._ The most glaring [
L N oxaaplo La providad ty tha' Skt gookeltetPerty and the N
,"."' ::.. LAY Praje-Soclalist Party, .2he’ coumen wm#mb know what thetr i
..-": .i;;'; ¥ gt ' soclalien 4% ‘and boir\“:d’;f’“f.‘:' Socui m.m of tha Congress
dgl, ¥ o any othor purty, 0% vedizg throughtho Jongress ® tdsologtoal i
t a theals Ws & strange phenodenon. s n.nummnwpqo, !
"'.f ) '. you get tha-hpn;llon ofl!md.hin, thdhﬂ p“ g!.m ynn e . i
’i-..;;-"-‘-:. 3w glimpse of Hn.rad.m fbe 1474 gtves ol §ho bistalot uTlH30dd ;
J 5 copitslias, emd mon. In the ﬂuﬁ"-&:nqhm th!.-m:mm [
i i‘_ PR T tomgga:tthnktmﬂaxnuitnlfpmddaﬂ.mﬂlbhrnb ) ?
Lot ‘ diviaion; and in the second, the nimmpd;ﬂon of. Gangress ; ﬁ
|

B L populeriy. by certatn snifuténals bas rosuftedtn diviston wmorg
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Such, in brief, is the picture of party politics in Indin

today.
the othor, there is the bard reslity of political 1life thet

On the ons hand Indis is & land of so meny parties; on

the votera in every democratic country have the tendensy mot
to tolerate ths rule of one party farlnhm tims ¢ under mo
circunstonces are they prepered to tolerate it perpetuslly, 4
conatitution, whether democretic or of eny other verlety, is
imposed from sbove,sdther Yy @ comstituent assexhly or 1‘5’

@ monerch, tut parties grow from tho bottom, end cammot be
regulated sccording to any esteblished practica, waar\
ono mey wish that only two parties grew Lnl‘taad ofthe o‘:ﬂ.nt‘l.:g
so meny onss, ono has got to put up with the pruan’o ai.tn.ntdon,
end ore hes to think of gn alternstive to-the OWW rule
in the present circumstances, In the neme of 'stability?, Corgress
leaders asked the people during the recent mid-term cempalgn

that they uhoul?for Oongress, But s the resulis have indicated,

the ‘votars of Gt four State have asbed 2 the swse munar as |
thelir counterparts ect in other countries, Thay have tolereted
Congress rule for o many years, t they are mot prepared to do
6o for another five yoavs. This is the experience of elmost the
entire damoorstic world, and does mot conolunively suggest that
o coalition goverment is battor then that o.f the Gorgress s

vice verse,

There 1a hardly eny virtus in s multi.perty mle, nndth:m
are 7o argumonts to elevate it to & plams of primiple, It is
the offspring of mecesalty, end since it is inevitable ut,niu.;,
some virtue and ‘'some prizoiple have got to be imparted to it —
uytﬂqhgo#tohdnmtoutﬂi,nﬁtﬁﬁnmw s
poseitle good of the people. It is comparetivaly less difficult
%o uerTk & coelition in the States then ab the Gentve, the Tesson
boing that under tho Constitution, Stats Goverments m@m
povera with regard to economic structurs of socisty ; they cennot
nake any baalclecomomic changes, md this posttion 4ncidanmtally
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gives the excuse to the 4 eologloally divergent parties
that ell thet thoy hove to do is to melntain the status
quo and to give tho state on efficient and honsst sdminis-

| tration, Ono spoctacular thirg in widch all con easily

1/

un!.ta, 15 thgt weslth should ircreasec md produstion should
pove forwerd atesdily, Inm whet mannar this vitdl responsi-
bility of e stete sininistrstion should be dilnhlt:ad is a
natter of opinion, It is elso & natter of th sttitudes of )
dfferent portles, Uouslly those struggling cgainst the
Caongress 1n elsction contasts hold out high hopos to the
alectorate ¢ tox redustion, salary rcise, leasvork,. all
ere promisod in ome breath, T1f prorises are to' be homeatly
trensloted into pra;tinn, “the rosources would {windle atill
further ed those availella Would bo squandered susy in
higher ssleries and unproductive whims, - '

Tho varlous politim-lll- purties erroyed qﬁ{mﬁ the Govgress , —
end worslng 29 mnatlt.uants of the oonlitinn'ut-ﬂb uanb to
sppeage different aech!.bm of tks ponpla, ‘m.tb;t. theae
soctions respectively ::nfého beckbone ‘of mz«aﬁwm
o2 in tzo legisleture, The eppossenent s at times thought
of, and giver effect to, at the cost of produstion and prosperity
of tho poogle a5 o whole, It s diftieult; rather impossibls,
to emunsrate what 1tens of sppossement are advisalls in the
lexger imtereat 'of $ho poor 8ad vhat e’ :luit.-, ";*-tu answer to tha\
boffling Wt&-an of confligta elvays nnﬁfwnt-lm ® qoalition
set-up 1ia Qmpm, ozllhtoh ohuttnny !:qﬂa nuaﬁnq,].’i’[
1967, wher mnitiangmmh came Mcﬂnw;@r&n amm '
sbatag, mm‘nlmn dafinite zola. mﬁtﬂ mﬂm
for sgroeé programes to Yo formlsteds wwum umhof |
conduct that mm&-m deoisive wwm
then written mnh. ‘nu coelition mnmnnh had & ngrrow
mergin of najorityy ond even & :eu*mmmm;mq
uss the vatp powex, zhnu were instancesrofimoticen balng

sarved ty then- ‘upon ths ohur H.';?atagfmmwcm
. 1=




Minister w11l have to think whother to surresder to the immoral
throat or to get out, This is not a decisive argument egeinst
coslition, tut reises an argument for morel conduct sgalnst
expedlency, The lew, sgreemsnt or the vritten wrd playe a

uinor role in buman affelrs; mutual understending is the real

-,; P guldirg light,
g ¥ Mbatever tha solours and coaplexions in & coalition, all
Vg of its copstitusnts have to sblde Yy the lums of ths lsnd, Ewven
?_ I;_.I ~ ) those believing in 'direct action? or violends s the harbirger
:‘; } ) of & "noy ordsr® Will have to abide by the ler ofthe Lind, Uis
. " i; Nk long es ons binds onsself by az oath to work according to the
; ; Constitution, ons cannot think of a law-bressirg programze, A
. 7 wa]itionlﬂbouh&nhal‘w—bram:gpmgr-ﬁuomba
R constituant will elther collapse under its oun contrediction or
?'-H:‘;- ™ ; wvill be dispossessed of its power hy the Pregident, Honesty ,
.; 5 o i demands that sl}nhucnmtituantmnm.ﬂm!nrdnlm
v i—’; S sy e acceptance of 1ts atiitude or programme 33 & copdition precedsnt
' ‘ ,' to Joining tho coalition, Gertain offtfes of aild variety do ot
e ’ unseat & member of a legislature, snd if such & member is &
. _"-1: : ‘ minister, bo can legally contime as & ninfster also, Here
el Y conventional morality occuples @ higher positlon tham the legal
Y ) requirezent, A coslitlon set~up cannot have g diffevent standard
ot i}- L of damoerabic comventions snd moral behgvionr, A Goalition Gowt.
B Minister, if ba indnlges in corrupt practises, is s condeansble
. ' as his Congress counterpart, Similarly be cannot teke part in
oo | o ¥Salyagrabe izvlving bresch of lew, _ .‘
Rt B | e
" ,".’:‘4._.""‘-' ’ How the ¢oalltions should function is @ nev sulject inm Tndis,
‘_"f S it '.-'._3 It 15 2ot & purely theoreticel questlon; we- ave face to face with
% 1t in practiosl politica, It 1o natural for every party in the
W o coalition to improve its imsge in pallio with ¢ view to get more
. - : votes ad it may be tezpted to meke use of govermental machinery
? .-'." ~ . for this purpose. ?!ha.ezprlenue of the recext pest, perhaps,
; i g indicates that alodfness of partyzbslm from'the day-to-day
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adninistration 1s the test way to avold conflicts erisipg cut of
thic ebition, Ono may deprecato coalition on principle ut evary-

//‘\raa,,bowuqummwmuﬁ.humtuﬁy,.ttdn

‘!

ave to be based on cortaln principles, end it is for the coalition

\.\qp.l@ parties to evolyo them, Thay will be deceivirg w;&l

they promoto tbs talief that they zeed a separsts maq:d-untu
conduot, Coalitfons are part of'demoorstic 1ife of the countzy,.
and they. have to. fit thensslves intd it, How macoihly they.

siould condact tbamsalvon 18 & dLfferent matter exd 1t 45 exaoAly
for this thet thoy will hav to formulste soms prizciplos. 20
the oxtent these prinsiplsy or postulates can take th-p:.hﬁaoz
hyﬂﬁtnmmmmomzmamum
in a conlition, and to the -extent thase principles can Teconaile
o= tors down the conflict between the rival policies and rival
embitions which, wttsmnm,uﬂl!.nhsum;l'néd.iﬂnn-
will a coalition goverment be & guccoss, Much will alsa depend
mmmmwmmtortmmw
mmmmmumz:mmmun.ﬁm«w ;

him, ) \

( CHARAN &NGH ) -

LUGKNOW Prealdant, |
. Enaratiya Krantd T2y &%

17 Febtruary 1900,
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