THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION
OF
THE RASHTRIYA JAN CONGRESS.

Article 1

e Rashtriya Jan Congress shall work for the
creation of a democratic society based, by and large, on the
teachings of Mshatma Gandhi -- free from economic, political
and social exploitation. Its aims and objects, in particular,
shall be 1

(1) To foster, in the field 6f agriculture, an ecocomy
where 1ndepandant farmers are linked together by the principle
of coeoperation, Ol;r country where land 1s the limiting
factor and, therefore, more valuable than labor and capital,
cannot but have an agrarian orgenisation which is aconomical
in the use of land resources, theugh it may be wasteful of
labour and capital resources, that is, an ecomomy where
we have to apply to land increasing units of labomr or capital
or of both, in order that the fullest use may be made of the
former or which is the same thing, maximum yield per unit
of land realisecd,

Inasmuch therefore,as, given the same resource
facilities, soil confent and climate, a small farm produces
acre for acre, more than a large one, howsoever ofgenised,
thak 1s, whether on a cooperative, collective or capitalistic

basis, the Jan Congress shall encourage and prefer small farms

to large ones,
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In order, further, that the Nation may secure non=

~ egricultural goods and services for enjoyment of a better life
in an ample measure, it is necessary that movo end more men

arc released from agriculture for emplovrent in nanufacturing

industries, thansport and communications, commerce, education,

POwer and other occupationsy, The Jan Congress shall, therefore,

endeavour ¢ g organise and develop agriculture that more and
more food and raw materials are oroduced, that is, production

PeTr acre goes on rising, with fewer and still fewer men on
the soil.

(8) To establish, in the field of manufacturing

Industry, an economy which will take account of the naucity of
the capital in the country as a whole, the need of increasing

Our per capita income which is so low ard the need of eradication

of unemployment and under_employment from which a vast number

of our people suffer to day as als> tie nced of aveiding or

aliminating exploitation of man by man. Ve huve, therefore, to
devise en economy which will require 1littlc cepiisl and produce
more goods and employ more perscns per wiit of carpital that is
invested, These necds can obvioucly be met only by a saall scale

economy which is labour intensive rather than capitsi intensive,
These industriel units will be carried on mostly oy self-cmployed
persons and dispersed mainly in the villages.

Capital- intensive undertakings may, however, be set

up or allowed to be set up for such purposes as could not be

carried out, or for production of things that could not be
manufactured, on a small scale or by hand labour, All these and

such other projects or indutrics alsoc as the dcfenze and
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Tescarch neéds of thc country may rcquirc, will be owncd or
controlled by the State,

So thal agricultural and industrial production will
increasc, uncmploymint and undcr-employment in our villages and
towns will decrcesc, disparitios in distribution of wealth and

property will be reduced, and democmacy will prosper,

(3) To work for a change in thc motivations of our

people so that they may shed f-talism and work hard for their
own batterment as also for cconomic development of the country,

(4) To promote the principle that rights flow only
out of dutics well - performed, so that individual happiness
and social peace arc assured,

{5) To inculc-te a spirit of rcliance on our own
rosources so that, on onc hand, thc nation develops a sens of
solferespoct end, on thc other commands the respect of the world,

{8) To work for removel of all discrimination in mattors

of social, politicel 2nd eccnomic behaviour betwcen one citizen

and anothor, on the gromnd of cne's caste or religion so that

nationalism or the fceoling of o common Indian brotherhood gets
strengthoned day by day.

(7) To forge or developy in tho sphere of extemnal
affaris, a policy which conduces to 2 world order wherein
disputus between onc nation and another are solved by mediation
or artbitration of on international suthority but which policy,
at the same time, subserves our national interest---so that,
if possible, war and consequent human misery are avaoided and,

if necessary, our pcople kecep themselves ready for maintenance

of the country's frontriers and its honour,
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Artdcle 2

The Rashtriya Jan Congress shall consist of :-
(1) T™he Rashtriya Commi tteo,

(2) T™e Rajya Commi tteeos,

(3) Te territorial Committoes (in tho centrally.administered
. territories ) - . '

(4) e 2i1a Gommitteeé,

(8) The Nager Commi ttees, |
(8) The kshetriya commi tteeg,

and their respective executive commi ttees,

Notesj- (1) The executive comm

shall hore

1ttee-of the Rashtriya Committee
Commi ttea!

after be referred to as 'The working

(11)Tho Negar committecs will be constitatod in urban
. areas having a population of one lakh or more,

('e.) dny person of 21 years of age or over, who
accopts Articlo 1, shall, on making a written declaration in the
presgribed form 'A', and on payment of ennual subscription of

one rupee, ‘baecome a'-"p.rd.'!:-:rary-memﬁe'r of tho Jan Congress provided

that qrde 3-

(1) he is..n‘o.t- a mémber of any Othe; political party;,

(11)-He does not, dn his own right, own or possess more
than 25 acre

‘ s or 10 hectares of land or pay a tax on an
incone of more than Ry 25,000/~ per annum,

(111)he has not béen convicted for moral turpitude by a
court of law during the period of scven years preceding
. the date of his application, and is not at the time under
police survelllanco,

(1ivdhe n_l;'}rmall}; uses swadesh articles, . i
‘ -'-z";(l:;) Any peré.dn, who has beon a primary membbr for
threo consocutive ydarg, may bocome an activo mombor on ‘payment
% & ; ;o f
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of en annual subseription of an rdditionsl one rupco if ho

fulfils the following conditions and signs a declaration in form
1R '

(1) Ho abstains from aleoholic drinks, end believes in
prchibi tion,

(11) He 1s not p Government benefiniary on ascount of

controls, liccnces and such othor advantages,
(1i1) He has not been ranoved or disqualified by the Stato
Mrinistration from the membership of an clected

bodyduring soven years preccding the date of his
applicetion,

(1v) He undirgoos the minimum training and performs the

minimum task as prescribed by the state executive
commi tteo,

(v) He cnrols 25 primary members cach yeer,

(vi) He weers Khadi oy habit,

Notes : (1) The condition preseribing throo years primary membeore

ship in clausc (b) above shall remain suspended till"
Docember 31, 1969,

{2YThe cxeecutive committee concerned may, be a
unanimous votc, grant excmption from sub-_clause

(b) (11) for roasons to be reccacad on the
application,

(¢c) The annual subscriotion paid by primary members

shall be distributcd in the followlng proportions amongst the

various Jan Congrcss Committces:

(1) Rashtriya Committee ‘ess 10 paise

(2) Rajyn Committee vee 25 paiso

(3) The Nngnr or the Ziln @e

commi ttee, eee 40 pailse

(4) Tho Kshetriye committee .»s 20 paise
Only thc Rajya Bommittce will be ontitled to utilisoc the
amount of active mombership foo,
Notes- Tho yoar of momberkhip, primary and active, shall be

fron Jenuray 1, to Decdmber 31, :
: Continued,,,,8s:
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Article 4

The torm of every Jan Congress Committee and of its
executive committee shall be two years,

Arficle S5

(&) Permanent rogistors of prinary and active members

shall bc kopt by the Rajya Committee and the Zila or Nagar

committecs. Their rogisters shall state full namo, address, age,

occupation, residence and dats of enrolment of every member,

(b) Mcmdership shall cease by death, resignation
removal or non-payment of annual fee,
Article 3

Only an active member, whose name is in the register

of active memebers, shall be eligivle r election as a member
of a Jan Congress Committec,

Article 7

The area of Khshetriya committec shall be conterminus

with the area : 2 Vidhan Sabha constitucncy.

A Khshetriya committece shall consist of

(1) Members elected unanimously each by at least 25

ordinary members of a compact arca of at least
10,000 dssembly vofers.

(11) Members of the Rajya, Zila or Nagar Jan Congress

comnittee residing in thc area,

(111) Membars of the State Legislature and Parliament
clected from the ares,

continued,...7
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(1) Smders of e Majry Salka md Mo Tate Wik
Puridiad tustfing n We ares
() Lasters of We Jn engress parties In Ve
loral mifogeewming wdies residing In e ares,
[ SSESEN. |
A Ble sommd ttae shall conal st ofve
(8 T™he Presidemt and Sedvetary of every Kahelriya
ol {tes.,
(11) Menbers of theState Legialature and Purlimment of
e Bajrs committes of the Jan Congresy elected
fron the d)striot,
{081) Members of the Zajys Sadha or the State Vidhmn
Pariehad resiiing Lo the diatriol,
4v) Leaters of Whe Jen Congress party in the Zila
pari shad,
Povets 4 Feger Comnities shall alee b constitute on lines
W the Rls Conmlttes,

AlIOE 8

€(a) e Salys Jm Congress Committes sh~ll omaiet ofre

() Bambors cleete? by aetive membors of the Kshetriya
epunl ttees at th. rate of onse for svery Kshatriya
commi tlec,

(11) Prestdents of the Zila snd Nagar Committees, JumEt
prvided thet they shall not be eligible for
progidamtship or secretarysnip of the Pradesh

oommd ttee,
continued,,,,8
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(1v) Mcmbers of the Rajya Satha and the State Vidhen
Parishad rcsiding in the area,

(v) Leeders of the Jen Congross partios in the

local self-governing bodics residing in the area,
drticle 8

A Z11n committee shgll consist ofi-

( &) The President and Sedrotary of every Kshebriya
comnittoee,

(41) Members of thcState Legislature and Parliament or
the Rajya committee of the Jen Congzress elected
from the district,

(111) Members of the Rajya Sabha or the State Vidhan

Parishad rosiding in the district,
(iv) Leaders of the Jen Congress party in the Zila
parishad,
Noteste A Nagar Committoc shall also be constitute on lines
to the Zila Committee,
ARTICLE ¢
(a) The Rajya Jan Congress Committec sh-ll consist ofi=-
(1) Members clected by active members of tho Kshetriya
committees at the rate of onc for every Kshetriya
commi ttee,
(11) Presidents of thc Zila and Nagar Committees, pxmock
provided thet they shall not be eligible for
presidentship or secrotaryship of the Pradesh

commi ttoga,

continued....8
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(b) Every momber of “the-Rejya Committee shall pé&
an nmnnual fee of K, 12 to the Rajya Committes, Non-payment of
the feo shall debar the member or members concerncd from
participation inmecotings of tho committee,

(¢) on failure of any Zilae, Nagrr or Kshotriya committoo

to function in terms of the constitution or in accordance with

the dircctions of the Rajya Bxecutive committec, tho latter
may suspend the cxisting committee find from an ad hoc committee
to carry on the work of the Jan Congress. Tho Rashtriya
working committee shall have the seme power in ruspect of Stato
and territorial committeces.
Aetricle 10
The Rashtriya Committee of the Jan Congresc shall ¢
consist of:-
(1) Presilent of the iashtriya Jan Congress
(11) Ex-presidents of the Rashtriya Jan Congress who
have completed one full terms and arc active
membars,
(111) Members of the Statc and torriibrial Jan Congress
Committecs, oqual to their respective strenghh
in the Lok Sabha, oclectod by them from_among;

.'31(‘15.6‘ I';:.;:\'Ff}!-l}-'rﬁa{-’ L}f’-
themselves by the system of preportioial )

1
reprasentation,
(iv)Presidents of ths Stato Jan Congress Tommi ttecs
provided that they shall not be olagible to
Ibecome gl ther President or Secratary of the

Rashtriya Jan Congress Committee,

continuad,....9.
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(1v) Leader of Jen Congress party in Parliamont.
Article 11

The Liashtriya or Rajya committec (as the case may be)
shall mect at luast two days berorc the snnual session, and

prepare a programme nf the work including the draft resolutions
for thc annual scesion,

Article 12

(a) The annual scssion of the Rashtriya or Rajya
Jan Congrcss shall ordin~rily be hcld at the time and place

decided upon by the executive of the Rashtriya or Rajys Committee.

(b) The annual shnli consider, besides the

resolutions recommended by the committee, such motions

dg have been given noticc of in writing by at 1epst Eﬁldclegates

e

before the oommencement of the dey's sitting, gSuch mation 4
e — fn % \

must first bc.descusseu by th commi ttee, and only if one-thiré

of the members have accordcd support to i€, shall it be entitled

to bo discussed at the open session, ==~ 7 R
- {e) Tn_addition to-abowe, A member of the Rashtriya
or RajyaComittce (as the case mey be) may send a mo tion, secondacd

by another member, to 1ts Executive Comnittee lor 00n51d0rat10q4

Shes F before tha annual session. )

Article 13.

The-Rashtriya or Tajya Jan Congross may hold a special
session, besidoes the ennual session, if one fifth of the members
of tho comnittee concerncd requisition it.

T continueod, ... 10
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Acticle 14

The President of the Rashtriys or Rajya Jap-Congress

shall be alectad by the committao concerned by.s simple majority
vota, :

The Prosident shall praside over sassions of tha Jan
Congrass held after hig election and during his term of office
and mretings of its committecs In speclal circumstences, when
a meoting of the Executive cannot be held, he shall exerciso
all powers of tho Exocutive Committeas

Tho Rashtriye or Rajya Executive Committoe shall
consist of tho Prosident, Vice-President, Treesurer and 18
mambers cloctnd by tho Committee concernad. Tha Prasident will

nominsto threoo secrotsrics from smongst the members of the

Executive Committaoo.

(s) Tho working committea shell ba the highrst
axccutive authority of tho Jan Congress and shall have power
to carry into offect tho policy and programme laid down by
tho Jan Congross. It shall be the final authority in -1l
matters relating to 1ntarpretepion and application of the

provisions of the constitution,.

{b) Tho working committoa or the State Executivo

Committea shall frpme rules for proper working of thn Jan
Congresse Such rules shell be placod for spproval bofore tho
Committee concarned;

Contd, Page 11.
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(a) .
The vorking committee or the State Executive

Commi tt
ee shall superintend, direct and control all

subordina
o te committees; it shall take such diseiplinary
ctlon agalnst a committee as it may deem fit.

(d) The Working Committee or the State

BX .
ecutive Committee shall appoint auditors to check the

-
ccount of the Jan Congress Committee under it annually

or at more frequent intervuls,

Article 16

Elections to all Jun Congress exccutives shall
be held by the system of single transferrable véte and nobody
ghall be elected to the office of president or secratuly

for two consecutive TeTms.

-.Article 17

The executive bodles of the Zila, Nugur and
_Kshatriya commi ttees shall each consl st of the President,
Vice-President, Treasurer and 18 m;nbers clected from amongst
the members by the respective committees. ihe ueneral
gecretary and two Joint Secreturies shall be nominated by
the President.

Lrticle 18

The Rajya Executive Committee shall elect by
single trunsferable vote o sareening committee of three
pembers to scrutinige-enrolment of members. The sub- conmi tt ee
shall hive power- to Teject any application for memb er ship

Contd.p. 12
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ith
wlthout assigning any reason., It will formulate its own

Article 19

The working committee or the Rajya executive

Committee shull frume rules for the conduct of el ections and

dlsposal of election disputes or complaints end disciplinary
proceedings.

Lrticle 20

i

Tha Parliumentary Board of the Rashtriya or

Rujya Jon Congress shall each consl st of seven members. The
President of the Committee shall be Chairman of the Board.
The leader of the Jan Congress party in parliement or State
Legislature will 8lso be u member of the Board. Five other
manbers ghall be ol ected by the committee by the single
transferuble system of voting. The working comml ttee oT
StBte Exewutive Committee shall frame rules defining powers

and functions of the Bourd.
Article 21

(1) The Rashtriya Jan Congress committee oOT the
Rajya Committee shall meet at least twice & yeur, the
Rashtriyu working committee or the Rajya Executive committee
once in two momkbs, and loweT committees at least once in

three months, and thelr executive every month,

(11) On receipt of & requi sition signed by at least

cne-fifth of the members, the Secretusry of the Committee

Contd. p. 13
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on
concerned, in consultation with the President, shall cause
am

eeting to be held after giving due notice to all memnb erSe
T x
he signatories shall state in the requisition the purpose

for which the meeting is required to be summoned.

Lrticle 22

(a) The office of u delegate or & member of any
commi ttee or board constitutad under this constitution

_ghall.be vacated by resignation, removel oF death.

(b) All vucuncies shell, unless otherwise provided

for, be filled in the same munner in which the yacated membeT

was chcgen end manbers sO glected shall hold office foT

the unexpired term of the seat vacated.

o (¢) In the absence of any provision to the

contrary @a committee OT board, once it is properly

con stituted, shall not become invalid by reason of any

vacancy on it.

Article 23
4 Jan Ccngress Commi ttee may delegate &y of

its powers tc 8 analler committee OT a4 membeT.

Article 24
The quorum for & meeting of & Jan Congress
Committee shall De one-half of the total membership of

the committee concern ed,

Contd.p. 14
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Articls 36

The Nig of e Jan Congress shall consist of

e l
€8 colours in Perpadcwlar form with the pleture of &
s kaldrg o rlough on hig right showldar.

The sme ) be the elaction symbal of the

iin Congress - 2 Xiswn with o plough on his right shoulder.
Article €7

Ihls constitution cun be amanded, altered or
23dad to only by 2 sesslon of the Rashtriya Jan Congress.
The werking com=i ttae shall, however, have asuthority, except
in rgsér;l.tn' artice 1, to alter or add to the constituticn
when the Jan Congress is not in sassion, provided that no
sach addltion, adterction or smendment shall be made by
the Bashtriya Cammittee, except by a majority of three—ft:}urths
of the members presant end voting at a meeting held speclally
for this purpose after due notice of the proposed change'i;z has
been glven to each mamber st leest 15 days before the date

of such me2ting.
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