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It is commonly realized that since indeperdence the rich

have become richer and the Poor poorer, Leaders of the Congress
and other mlitical parties have been constantly relterating
it, This realization indicates avareness of the danger inhew
rent in acc;lmulation of walth, It is common kmowledge that
TONCY plays lcading role in ecoromics and moral regencration
or degeneration of a ncople, Dsgeneratlon_is the inevitahle
rsult 1f the power of money is cxerciscd by some self-ydlleq
individuals or their corporate bodies, In India, deficit
finzneing has been multiplying the volume of the currency
rotess Bulk of thig additional money is in the hards of some
individuals and thelr corporate todies. Gontractors and other
middlemen have made excessive profits. The Government of India
has several times mede public statements saying that a huge
amount of these profits has not been acoounted for. This
money is ealled the blan: money.

Thus the inflateg money can nc divided into two parts:
(1) that part which has been accounted for, and whose invest-
ment is visibl-: 19) ¥q4 Pars vhose disposal is not know. In
cither case it is rot “he Gove rnment that regulates the utiliza-
tlon cr disposal. Hoy the morey should be spent is; decided
upon by the privilege- individugls. The People or their
ICpresentativer constivuting the Covemment have no say. It
is an extraomdinary situation. The inflatdon was resorted to
for public good; but 't has bzaen misappropriated by tha privie
leged individuals. Tris development in Inal an ecoromy does

ot fit in even with the principles of capitalist e~oromy, Of
course it is fur.icr off from soclalism. It is revengefully

hostitle to &tho Gandhian prineciple of trusteeship.

Since Mahatma Gandhi propounded his trusteeship: theory
the gulf of disparity bstween the rich and the poor has be come
widere At that time three classcs were most prominent on the
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fimement of wealth, end Mahatma Gendhi mage a mention of
them in his artieles bcaring on the subject: (1) tne princes,

(2) Zemindars, and (3) capltalists in industry ang business,

The first two have cinee boen atolished, though thedr power

of monry hag only diminiehed and v-e ot Atrawen sue

e
T A Y ek w Ay —"-f-

last class hes sollen to a slze unheard of in India, This

Lonstitutes gy, Main SUmbling block in the way of the masses

achicving ¢ conomic freedon.

Mahotma Gandhi develoned his own ecoromic philosophy.

K saw nothing but miscry in the we stern variety of indus tri-

c2llization of which modcm caritalism is the Ancvitable product.

When he yas asked whe the p be was against all machinar.v, he

replied: "What I object 15 the craze for machinary, not

Machinery as such. The Crzze 1s for what they call labour-~

N go on 'saving lgbour! 11l thousands
are without wor: anj thowa on 12

saving machine ry. b=

open streets o die of
Starvation. I wont to Save time ard latour not for a fraction
of mankind but for alle T want the ®@neentration of wealth
not in the hasnde oi; g ew Rt in ths hands of all. Today
Dechinery mercly helpe a few b vice on the bacdks of millions,
The impetus behing it 211l 15 not the philanthropy to save
labour, but grecd. It is sgaingt this constitution of things

that I anm Tighting with al) my might. The supreme consideration

is mane" (MX. Gandki: T.:.ua;:g;._l'hz;ﬂiu.lsni_mﬂ.ﬂlhu@.

During Briti ch rule, Tndiz had been erdeavouring tp
ollow the west, partleularly Britain,'in the pursuit of
industrialization, In thke history of ecornomiec degenerati?n
of India undcr the British, facts and figures conclusively
Prove that as the ﬁcstem varicty of industrialization grew in
volume, unemployment WLt on swelling - the machinc s mcdéd
fower men then cottarr iniustrics, The result was that the
fcw machine owne rs grabbed the mor:: which used to go to

hundrcds of thousands of manual wr kers, In the cx-soutioﬁ of
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“hc Flve Ycer Plens, sponsored by the Statc, the smc cocoromic
mlicy wae adoptcd, Ror ¢xamplec, an carth-lifting machinc was
prefcred to hwmen labour. It pPriscnted & sad spcetacle around
1te As 1t wonicd, as if on an cxhibition ground, hundreds of
ViilagCPrs - acn and women - gathcrcd on the spot th see the
mirrclte Ty went bock dc-sponcicntly mumuring, "The machine
ras dtprivud us of work and brcad". The Carch=-1ifting maching
1s a M tty exmuple. “housands of blgger machine projccts have
»Xen put into opcretion as if to ridicule Mahatma Gandhi ard
condemn the willions to uncmployment and destitution.

From this Pheromenon, tw classes of people have geined.
Cre class resides in forcign countries, mainly thc USA and
Sritain, and the other in India, The former are machinc mamifae=
tirers and the lettcr are Ingian importers and contractors.
Dth heve been ¢xploiting thec masses and amassing wcalth.
“ohatma Gandhi said: ‘Real plannirg consists in the best utili-
42¢lon of the whole meon=-ppwer of Indiz and the distribution of
i raw products of India in her mmemwus villegcs,. " (Bardian,
Mereh 23,197). The violetion of the Mahatma's agviec bas
Tesulted in India bceoming inde bted o forcign countries to/ the
e of tlousands of millions of dollers and sterling, and in

the rich industrialists and contractors of India bscomirng richer,

While advocating decentralization of industrics in these
TMmerous villages, Myhatma Candhl also provided for big indtfs-:
trizl Cstablisiments in his scheme of cconomy. Hc sald: "At the
S&m¢ Humc T o licve that som¢ key industrics arc Neccssary, T

@ rot belicve in am=-chair or gmed socigligm, He nee, wl thout

Raving t enumcrate key industncs, I wuld have statc owne:éhip

Ve to wirk together, (Haridmn,
hcr occasion, hc saiq mo re
lueidly 4in tnhc usual wording of Soclalistss "I believe in the

naidonalization of key and principal industrics, (My socielisy,
r
r.10), i
|-

Jherc a large nmXr of people ha
datcd eptmper 1,1946), On anot
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Mahatma Candhi's socialism €o€s further. Unlike socia-;
lists of the western Varicty hc docs mot stop at nationalization
of '"Key and principal industrics", He also concerns himgelf
wlth the wealth in posscssion of individuals, which they use
for themselves, ¥ puts forth his argument thus: Suppose I
1ave comc by a fair amount of wcalth either by way of legacy
or by means of trade and industry, I must krow that all that
wealth docs mot b long to mc: what belongs to me is the right
te an boreurcble ldvelilood, ro better then that enjoyed’ by
millions of others, The rest of my wealth belongs to the commue
2ity's (Harijen, June 3,1939) « He suggests that the posscssors
sould tecome trustecs of the €xtra wealth and use it for the
©02d of' the proples If the scnsc of social justice does mt
apcl the possessors to become *ruc trustecs, Mabatmo Gendhi
©0ald ke them o be dealt vwith differcntly: "I would be
very happy imdced if the pcople concemed behagved as trustees;
out if they fail, T belicve we shall have to deprivc them of
tocir possessions through the State wit!j. the minimum cxereise
of violenccas, (That is why T said at the Round Table Confc rence
That every vested intercst must be subjected to scruttny,r and
confiscation ordered where necessary wvith or wdthout cc::pensation
os the cactdemesnded)What I would pErsonally prefer wauld.- be
70T a centralizetion of power in the hands of the State, but
an cxicrsion of the scnse of trusteeship as in my opinion the
violenee of private ownership is less injurious than the
vizlonee of the Stute, However, if it is unavoidadle, I yould
cupport a minimim of state owne rship", (Mmm
Fe 412 ) Lateron (Faridan, dated May 25,1947), Mahatme Gandhi
wnt to the cxtent of saying that if the posscssors 'do n:‘t
become trustees of their own acco:d force of circmnstanm:s
will compel the refom unless they court utter :ic:itruc‘fion'

They 'ean ld away only sc long as the common reople do ot
realize their own streng th",
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In his definition of-ecamomic~oquality, Mahetma Gangni
dilates on the subjcct morec lucidly:s "Economic equality is
the master key to-non-violcnt irdependence. Working for
¢coromic equality mcons abblishing the conflict between
capital and labour. It mcans levelling down of the few rich
in whose hords iy concentrated the bulk of the nation's wealth
on the ore hand, and a levelling up of the semi.starved nsked
millions on the other. A mon-violent system of goverment is
clcarly as Impossibility so long as thc wide gulf betwcen the
rich and the mmgry millions perists. The contrast tctween the
palaces of New Delhl snd the miscrable hovels of the poor
labouring class nearby canmt last onc day in o fircr India in
which the poor will cnjoy the seme power as the ;-iches”. in
the land. A violcnt revolution is a certalnty onc day unleéss
there is voluntary abdication of riches and the¢ powcr that )
riches givé and sharing them for the common good". (Qnstruct=-
iyve Programme, pp. 21-22 cdn.148). '

Mohatma Gandhi hoped that the 'contrast between the
palaces of New Delhi and the misc—:rable' hovels of the ~or,
labour class ncarby canmt last one day in a frece India'; b.:'l:
1t has already lasted two deccades angd continues with a l'npe
to last perpctually. ‘That is th¢ sham of our independcnoe.
During these decades thc rich have, with the inflated monqy
ard with the opportunitics offcrcd by the rulcrs, grown .
vastly rieher, There is, wvcr, g redecoing feature; tl;e
popular unrest ageinst them has boen inercasing day aftcr
day. The timc has arrived for the rich to gbdicate their
riches wluntarily. Thc altcmative is state intervention ;1r

the 'violent rcwolution' as apprchended by Mahatma Gandhi
is to be awidcd,

§

Mahatma Gandhi tgees edonomic equality to the log:LCal

and. 'Thc golden rule to apply', ho says, 'is rasolutely: t:;g

refusc to have what millions canmot,? W?Jmo- 24,1.926)
- |
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‘I want © allow ro differcntiation betwecn the son of a

weavery of an agriculturist and of a schoolmaster'. (Hariian
Jamiary 15,1938) In the-capitelist or feudal socicty of foday

there arc as many ccomomic classes as therc arc graéc of

inen® - thesc are thousandse 4dvocatns n@ v #n = . ¢ 40 AT
soclalism do mot thirk beyond nationalization of big industriese
Mahatma Gandhl takce his socialism to the cxtremc point of
cqual distribution, 'The rcal implicatdon of cqual ¢isirdbu-
tlon' he seys, 'is that cach man shall have thc whercwithal

to supply his natursl nceds and o more,. (Haridap,fugasc 26,
1940)+ sgain, t quetc him frum o subsequent griicle: 'T CE_mI'Dt
bopc to bring about cocromic cquality of my ccnception ir I

am owncr of fifty motor cars or cven of ten bighas of lande

For that I have to rcducc mysclf to the level of the poorest
of the poor. That is what I have bcen trying to do for the

last fifty ycars or morc, amd so 1 claim to be e forcmost
comnunist although I makc use of cars and othcr facilitics
offercd to mc by the rich.' (Hariian,March 31,1946),

Thus the Mshatma's theory of trustecship applices mot
only to the cascs of krown capitalists, industrialists and
such others, but to cvery indivudual who cams more tiian what
hc necds, and the gmount of nced is detemnnined by the ocommon

standard of thc masscs.

Ecoromic gradcs have been madc by man, and as Mahatma
Gandhl has suggcstcd, thcy should be ummade by man. 'In modemm

language 1t mecans the Statc, i,e¢. the people.' (Hariian. Jamary
2,1937)s Thc State is there, thc people arc therc; they R e

constitutc India. But they have rot been able to unmske the
man-madc inequality, becausc thcy have been choosing wrong

répresentatives, and thelr govermment -has- been maintainine the
wiong ecomnic status quo.,

Mahatma Candhi admits that all men are ot borm equal in

|
A
—
|
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cePaclty and ability, He discusscs this phcmmenon*and'?sugb’c‘sts
8 remedys 'My idca of soclety is that while we arc fom cquals
meaning that we have rght to equal opportunit, all have
ot the same capacity. It is, in the nature of things ‘mpossibles
For instance, all canrot have the seme height, or @1owr oF
degygc of intelligence, cte.; therc, in the nature ©F things,
som¢ will havc ability to cam morc and other lessS. Pcoplc with
talcnts will have more, and they will utiliz® thelr talcnts
for this purposcs If they utilize their talonts kindly, eV
will b perfoming the work of thc Statc. Such pcople cadst
as trusteecs, cn mo othcr tcms. I would allow aman of intellcct
to eam morc. I wuld mt cremp his talente Bat the bulk of s
greater earnings mustbc uscd for the good of the . Statz, Jjust as
thc income of all carning sons of the.father go to the common
family fund.!'Mahatme Sandhi's scnsc of justicc rcvolted against
Gﬁ;ncentration of ccoromic powcr whether in the form ol irdustrics
or any othcr form. It is-a krown fact that as the western variety
of industrialisation grcw in India, the rumber of the uncmployed
rosc by millions year aftcr ycar. Tne spinncrs and wCavers were
the first to be affcctcd because the textile mills wore o€
first manifcstotions of we:sfcrn industrialism. Latcr on zs %the
years rollcd by, onc aftcr amthcr cottage industry was de stroyed
by the intruding machines, and chanccs of further concentration
of wealth thus went on inercasing. In this conspiracy o' British
capitalists and Indian capitglists, the poor millions of Tndis
wore made miserable crecetures. British rulers verc pecriodicclily
rosted with the mounting uncmploym(nt figures, but they siver
produced any solution. fow could thcy? They werc scalar sart.
ncrs in the cmploitation., It was Mahatma Gandhil who zdvo2ntca
deecntralization of industrics gnd asked Indians to retur: W
the ancicnt pattern of cconomy. He would mot allow corzcoti-ticn
even in the hands of Covemnfnt. He wanted rroduction c.d

employnént to bx so arranged that ccormomic cquality shoula ¢

|
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4 living fzet and sho
) h uld m -
ontrol, t deperd on day-to-dsy Covcrment

The re fore

ing charge it;G;Jz:t?:g:;ss Coverment will, broadly spcak-
the mcans of productio re c-prongcd tade: (1) to decentralize
L I — nwith a view to achicving il employmcnt
irdustrics as Cnp‘ r-tion of vealth; (2) to netiomeliz such
take the trustci -:_-Jit or should rot be deccntralized; (3) ©
P cship theory to the practicel field of life end
o L on the spending power of trustecss An-idea of

w 1t should b donc will be given in thc elecction menifesto
of Jan Gongress, -

R LK

( Ram Copal )
wbrking Pre sident,
Jan Congress
Uttar Pradesh.
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