but shown to three
vina.y S/G‘lri

Not imsued,
Congress Miniaters,

Chaturbhuj Sharma, Jagan Pd.Rawat

and Nadain Dutt Tewari,
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Vidhan Bhavan,
LUCENOW o

June fé » 1970.
My doar s

When I saw you at your invitation en Jume 11 in
Delhi, 1t was a tramatic experimmce, Indeed,

You were pleased to mnke onquiries about the pros-
Peats of merger of BKD into Cmgress. Eesides other fnote
I referred to Droceedings of a moeting of the State Exnou-
tive of BED held an April 10, and a resoluticn which was
Paoeed by a joint meeting of Exmoutives of State BRD and
BKD Party in the logislaturs held m Mey 26. T told you
that an overvhelming proportion of leading men nt the State
level were in favour of mrger, not becsuse it wns part of
my agreemont between the two parties, but becnuse the
interest of their own party and the ultimate naticnal
Interest so demanded. Not all our co-workera nt the dils-
trict level, howover, are yat oaavinced. With a viow to
persuade them, prominent oolleagues of mine proposed to
g0 out into the distriote during the coming 4-day interval
from June 13 to June 186.

Tou told me that quite a good number of Congress
membors of the legislature as nleo quite a good few from
tho BKD were so displessed with the State Government that
they preferred Fresidential rule to the present set-up.
Dissolutien of the Assembly could be avoided, you snid,
if BiD werged into Canpress inmedintely, that 1m, bafore
Jue 23 o vhich date the Approprintion BI11 wns scleduled
for coneiderntien. I told you that you had not been rightly
informed 1 Not a elngle member of the Congress or BID, not
oven thoso who vere arrayod in Opposition, would 1like to
throw the State into the throes of m second nid-term electicn
80 goon. Whon I mskod for the name of the lender of thesa
Congross lsgislators, you could not tell me. I also told
You (as I had told the joint meeting of my co-workers of
BED on May 26) that in the oircumstences that obtained,
Chief Ministership was an wrelioved burden and had no
longer any ohnrms for me. The State wea too big 1 The
Problems were po vast 1 Ineffioisncy end ocrruption in the
buresusracy which numbered moro than half a million, were
8o rampant 1 The leglalators ms a whole wore so oblivious
of thoir real duties and their interference in administraticn
wap so great.

Ap regards merger, I replled that I had no right to
tae a deocision single-handed and will have to walt for a
moeting of our co-workers from all over the State, that was
scheduled for June 27 and June 28, me also for n final
mandate from the National Exvoutlve which was going to meet
on July 4 and 5. That, BED was n democrtic party consisting
of workers drrwn from various partien — that had ranchad
Almost every village, at least, in U.P. It is n differcnt
matter, thmugh, that my word carried grest weight with them.
I further told you that in view of the mmnner you had posed
tho problem to me, I will have to think afresh end will lat
you lmow later, but that one thing was clear, viz., my rescticn
was 1ikely to be of a nature that could be expected from BOy
self-reepecting man ploced in my circumstsnces. I now went
to tell you formally through this lstter that merger cnnnot
8imply be ccnaldered under the shadow of a threat. I would
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therefore, of Sprq Tripathi 'a
80 much golng sngd coming mnd po
and lesders of the 'Syndiente’, via,
that be could not Tefuse to meat 1f othors wmted to, came
a0 a great Burprise to ma.

dnto might got through, gave up mo seat for the Rajyn

Sabbn, virtually won aie sent fau ti Lok Sabha from Sultanpur
md presented it to Cangress an the Platter, an 1t were,

ond remained eontent anly with me o0at out of thirteen

vanted them to Join imndlntely,
1t being lrrelevant for my purpose that Shry Tripathi took
full two moatho to Zive the oignal,

Reports had reached o while I was sti1l in Lucknow,
that all sorts of allegations hsd been nade to you againat
me pars I therofore, enquired whethar You had boen
told that I hag collocted some twg Srores of rupees from
industrialists eineg Fobruary 17, Yoy replied in tha affir-
Bative. I told you 1in roply, and reiternte, that although
collecticn of funds from ampitalists for politioal Purpesan
1o made by every political Party and overy politicnl leader,
Yot BiD oocnseiders suoh fudo as tainted money and the seurce
of o many evils in our public 1ife, While BiD W moutely
‘phort of funds during the mid-term election, 1t d1d not seek

Or acoept maney from industrinlists although 1akhs mnd lakha
had been offered.

O my retwrn to Incknow, I found that a sectim of
the press attributed Shri Gendn Yingh's recignation to de
Put

lay
in netionaligntion of sugar milly,

the allogations were Froved, I would retire from public 1life,
If truth ig your aim, as I think it 18, I woulg urge upm
the acceptance of this request of mine immedimtely,

(P.7.0,)
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Indire J1 ! deopite all
that somn

:E ;;::ﬁ:n have boen telling me, I mgrqui::::dl

el Presumpticns in favour of a #incero sng .
OF the State i oebiabmntes L0 0 EYe the Daogla

mo and fri

f.m,h:ln future. It nquw seoms those who noﬁ:yht t:n:n;v:r

» kmew better, nnd that I hag tripped cnoe again. *

With regerds,

I am,
Youra

But, Indira Gendhi
Frime Mini ;
— ng.stor of India,
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