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CH\Y/ PRESIDSNTIAL ADDRESS
( Delivered at ths B.K,D's Pradeshik Sammelan
on May 5,1973 Allahabad.)

1

We arc meeting at a time wheu the country
is passinyg through an unprecedented crisis. Inside,
the economic conditions have deteriorated beyond
description, the outlook for democracy is dark,
and corruption has become a way of life for those
in power; outside, we ace regarded as a s:ick 'nation!
witth 1little hope of recovery in the near future.

2

A little more than two years ago, Swt. Indra
Gandki Bwept all Opposition aside and rode to power
on the strength of slogan of Gharibi Hatao. Nobody
reminded her that the policies which she proposed
to follow towards that end, had been pursued by the
Central Government virtually since Sept. 2,1946,
when the 3ritishers endowed Pt. Jawehar Lal Yehru
Witk all the powers of a Prime Minister.

3

In the matter of per ecapita income , today
ou' country stands 102nd out of 122, according to the
statistics prepered by the world 3ank. Wealth does
7ot mean currency but goods whica can sarve to satisfy
the wants of a human bzing. These wants are 1nﬂumeraale
but three of them, viz, for food, clothing and
housing, are most importan: without whizh man cannot
live at all;

(a) FOUD: According to Governmatt's own confession
in August 1972, some 50 per cent of our paople were
going on hungry stomachs and, according to tha WNSS

t-Survey for 1968-1969, 37 million offour paople were

asle to spend only less than 50 psise a day on main-
taining themsalves. Calculations would show thst even
a dog could not be maintained on this amount. Union
Miaister of State, Shri Mohan Dharla steted in the
Lox Sabha that it would take 30 to 50 years hence
before our people could get two squarz meals a day.
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Such 1s the state of affairs deecpite the fact thal

durisg the last 25 years we have imported food worth
Rs.5,000 crores from the USA and othar countrias,
thet 70 per,cent of
that the quality of our soil is superlor to that

of many another country and that our climate is parti-
cularly suitable for agriculture;

CLUPAING: we are not abls even to clothe oursely:g
on the strength of our own cotton production, despite
the fact that the &rea under cotton in our co
largest or any in the world. We have imported
worth Rs. 1700 crores since Indeperdence.
warm clothing, one neeq 0aly draw
that last year Government imported
the name of rags' worth Rs.

said to hzve been sold for Rs.
They were not

the Americans;

cotton
As regards
attention to the fact
used clothes under
26 crores. These rags are

600 crores within India.
rags in fact, but discarded clothes of

EOUSING: Tens of millions of our eeopls are living on

streats or in slums in the blg cities of the country.

FOREIG . DUJT; The dritishers had laft

gold and other
currancy worth some Rs. 3400 crores when they departad

from our soil in 1947, Today, the foreign debt we have
Incurred since, stands at a total of Rs. 80,000 crores

and is. 530 crores have to e paid out yea ly ag debt
servicing charges,

ALL R0UND SHORTAGS: It {g not orly food and clothog
that the country is short of, but there is g lack of
power, petroleum, diesel oil, kerosewe oil, cotton yarn,
sugar and m:ny another article of cons.umption.

L

It 1s the socialistic policies of Bt. Nehru and
her daughter which have been followed since 1946, that
are responsible for this economic ruin. Politically a
convincad demoerat, economically Pt. VYehry belleved in
com auisgic program:s. Thougn Nehru and Indira Gandui
E;;Z never definad socialism, according te its orthodox
def.nition, the te-m means padlic ownersnip of means of
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productlon a1d distribution. It is the privete

oWnersnip of property that, acrording to the soecialist
philosphy, is the root of all evil. S0, land,

factorles and houses shall be owred by the State and
agriculture and industries carried on by or under the
directio) of the State. Also, trade, internal or exter=-
nal, wholesale or retail, shall be the monopoly of

the state. Which means that everybody in the country will
be a servant of the State, and not a free citizen
earni.g his ~read freely or as he may like to. Thus,
economic power will be concentrated in the hands Of/atmq;
those who hold political power. According to all our 4
Congress leaders oOF—yere, Mahatma Gaidii, Sardar Patel,
Rajgopala Chari, Dr. Rajendra Prased and Acharya

Aripalani this combination spelled disaster for dasmoeracy

Further, socialism believes in big economic units,
thet is, big farms and big factorizs,and not in small.
individuzl farms or smell industriel enterprises worked
indepandently by an individual or = family.

Communism differs from socialism only in one
réslect: It will seize privatz property at tue point of
sword while socialism would take it away tnrough a
Parliamentary lagislation. In the former case, no
question of compensation arises while in tﬁe latter, some
sort of compensation will 8@ paid. Ths aco?omy envisaged
hboth by socialism ard communism is exactly 'the same.
That there 1s virtually no difference batuégn the two,
will be apparant from the fact that after he Bolshevik
Revolution of 1972, Russia, the furemost communist
country in the world, gave herself the name of the USSR,
thet is, the Union cf Soviet Socislist R .public.

After the Revolution, the Commu .ist Government
of Russta bent all its ewergy towards establishment
of heavy industry at the cost of egriculture. 4s a true
adrirer or imitator, Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru also dec-
lared tuat it was heavy industry and heavy machines
thet were the ' root and base' of cconomic| progress:
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" If you want India to industrialisge
and to go ahead you must go to the root
and the base and build up that root and
base on waich you will build up the
stracturs of industrial growth. There-
fore, it 1is the heavy industries that

] count § nuching x else counts, except as

a balancing facter, which 1s, of course,
important. We want planning for hoavy-
machine-making industries and heavy
industries; we want industries that will
make heavy machines and we should set

about them as rapidly as possible becaus=
it takes time."

He contlnued to preach t'iis sermon till 1963 (Nove-oer)
by waich time our economy had been shattered.

6

It 1s true that in all economically developed
countries, a larger number of people are engaged in
non-agricultural than in agricultureal occupations.
Sut non-agricultural Occupations, viz., industries ,
transport, comzerce, etc., can be developed only when
agricultuse has been previously or is simultaneously
developed. It is agriculture whick will supoly raw
materials for industries and food for those who will
turn the wheels of industries. It is agricultu e alone
whicn will put purchasing power into the hands of tiae
massas with which to buy the goods manufactured by our
industries. These masses, 80 per cent in the country
and 86 per cens in U.P.,1ive in villages and are almost
wholly engaged in agriculture and othe- primery indis-
tries like animal husbandry, forestry, fiskery, etc. So,
if Indla was to be developed, as soon as uefbecame
irdependent, proper attention should have bgan paid to
agriculture. Further, if 29 crores of our people ars
going on empty stomachs to-day, S crores oriso ware -

doing so inm 1947 also. And food is the first nzesssity
of ran.,

jut, as we have already seeu ahova, to the grive
wmisfortune of the country, Pt. Nehru paid no attention
to egriculture. With the result that the per-centage of
irrigated area to net cult'vated area in the country
which stood at 17.5 when the dritishers left our soil
in 19%7, has gone up only by 5 per cent, orh to 22.5
per cent during the 25 years that we have bFen indepan-
dent . Had the percentage of irrigated area Peen riised,
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gEr, arsy ntk affected oot orly b ov

Stau s us to-dev, oul n3l€ Cad coun*ry, th.-e woul

iav  D:en not only no rise in pric:s, bit <7000

cronrs of razass woald nat have o230 d ai-ed

of r conutry a:d m woulu not hov: nhad to lacar
2 2itlnoaliag foredgn dest of Rs. 00,220 = ores

The second 1 portant requirem™ . o ag=leulture

is fertilizer. while !lahatma Gondhi 1z 'd zr:.t e onasis

on adilication of ecow-dung and othae= orzani.

% o ire,
relra ridieulad tie idea and r=ezm2rnded ar-ificisal
lert, lizers inste=d. 3ut our coantrys has n Yot 3

agl: to find th2 neco~sary Lovostra L Lo seh an tue

reqiisite numoger of fertilizer factories til. cezte
Jdhaievae littlay fertilizers we ar2 coile Lo wan ifzet
drs sudjected Lo an oxcise tax of 17 pes ceit,

t In ._;
uslirard of iu any other coantry of the worldy bthep 49
ev2) 1- countriss wiose farersg apo 15 to ) times

ricier than our farrers. On the coatrery, there are

ceriula eountries, for exaole, 'wwritair zne faiistan,
Wiulzy great & siosidy to 4heir farsers on &= nest of

sillzers. Nov, tnis is pr2posterous, thcy i3, to

21 nporting food anl cotton while doing practically
not 1. to inecrease ouar o.n Jroduction. lut sich is
L dlenninz tha' ' soclellsm' nas = icteted.

-

7

nheu the demeni for in~reasing our own oroduct lon
Jecame insi-tent, ¢t. Nehru recomrended adootior of
Joiat cooperative formin: in 195%. Like m2Ny otcoers
Livira dn Lig eit o, k3 thouzht thil Dig a 2lsultas

-7
H 4w 4 | ir'a

t
fars partic larl; when they ar: s~red 0y larg: agri-
ciltaral mactiioery, 411) lsau to ircresse in sroducticn
oar acre. This is a fantastic idez hevinz no oasis in
reality. agricaliurs i3 a oiologicel prozess. A# sce
#11 take t:: 3@re spacz to grow ord the sz time to
ratdre ~agthoer It is sown in a plot of o Jbwema or
1o & mecasnised Form of 1000 acrss. furtaer, no nerson
Wwill voluntarlly merge nis farm or hi: own ideotify
into a bilg usit aud if ne is forger int» big farning
azilast s wisues, he will act wors hard. Jo tuct a
le ¢ joinmt farm is advocated onlv oy tnose wi- are
2.t 2 1muract of numen natar: o0 lird2a o

1 false

1c. oleygy, The sesolatic in Fevour o coones
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ferving ramgined a decd letzer cespite hizh pro-
pegenda and heevy axtpcnditure. Ultimately in Nov.,1963,
Pt. Lehru came round to the view that it was agri-
culturc, not mamufacturing industry, heavy or light,
that was the " root and base" of economic Dro;ress.
The Natioial Herald dated liov. 10,1963 carried the
fol’owing report:

" New Delhi, Nov.9% Prime Minister Vehru
Yesterdey called on the Chief Uinisters oF
States to realise the importance of agri-
culture, which is the key and the base of

all progress, and not think vaguely in dreams
of putting a big plant and solviag all the
country's problems.

Pandit Nehru, who was cpening thz: two-day
session of he National Development Couneil,
said it was'! rather distressing' that the o erall
pleture in many fields, more 2specially in
the agriculture domain, wes ' not cne of fast
progress.’

Pandit Yehru said agricilture was more
important than anything else including big
plants because that ' sets the tone to Indian

progress and glves you the wherewithallfor
progress.'

If we fail in agrilculture, then we fail
ivevitably and consequently in industry also’, [
the Prime Minister tolc the Council. | i'

He said it was true that the proolens of
poverty wculd not be solved in India ekcspt thr=
ough industriel progress but at the present
moment ' we dare not be slacx' about aEri-
culture. £ slight increase in agricaltare
production had a direct impact on the ber capita
income. While industrial progress also had
an impact, it had not thst direct impact since
it had a restricted effect. Even in higaly
developed countriss like tha Soviet Unien,
realisaticn was dawning on people that agriculture
Wwas the key zad base of all progress.”

—-
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In tha meanmwhile, that 1s, in 1961, Soviet
Premier rikita Khruschew head €one on racord that there
was no use Producing a 1ot of steel wnile the
people went without bread and butter, and in 1962,
the Chalrmen of the Chinese Hapublic, Hao-tse Tung,
hed revise¢ his Priorities and decided to give first

place to 8criculture, second to light industry and
third to heavy industry,

It is tnis n2glect of agriculture wnich led

opment of non-agricalturgl Occupationg ang

which is the primary caugse of our poverty,

8

As regardg our two other Problems
unemployment and emergence of huge monopolies: They‘are
also the result of wrong Pdlicies ‘of Pt, Nehru and Smt .,

Indira Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi had taugh
calarly in the

y Viz, 1ncraasing

tries should be carrieq on,
whilch could not be carried on, on a small or cottage
scale. For example, he pointed out that manufacture f
aeroplanes, locomot ives, production of stesl and energy,
etc. snould bz carried on,on a large scale, but 90 |
Per cent of the economic activity should ba carried ¢n
in villages and small towns by an individu=l or g f ily.
sehru, however, who was an advocate of the " Charkha!
during the life-time of Mahatma Gandhi, ignor-~d cottgge
industries altogether and, as we have already seen above,
laid all emphasis on the establishment of heavy indug-
try. Recently even construction ofgbuildings, roads |

16 |

on a large or factory seale,




-

-t

-

and oridges 13 being mchanised; a Governmen: pre-
fabricated llousing Factory hes bean set up at Delhi,
earti-ecciviors and earth movers are bein: employed

on road buillding end parts of bridges are being manufact-
darad mectanically- which has rendered, and will render
trousands of artisans and workers Janemployed. Similarly,
“mmert 3akery Factoriss are b2ing set up in all

the big cities of the country. Purther, computers are

¢ 1ing este,lished in order to meke slmple arit -metical

C£ICLlations, while educated young man ars going without
Jjots.

Gova

This approach has 1:d to large- scale unemployment .
dhile the number of unemployed in 1947 was estimated at
a fizure of § lekhs, the numer 6f those registered in
the Employment Zxchange today stands at a figure of moee
than 7 million, of whom 33 lakhs are young men who are
watricalates or have received still higher education.

The numoser of tha unemployed in the villages 1s simgly
noT known. But it is knawn that 35 to 40 per cent o€ the
farmers in Uttar Pradesh, possess
acres eaca and arc under-employed.

holdings loss then 2

The second consequence of lehra's industrial
volicy was that disparitias in incomss have wicened
furtier t1an what they were in the days o! the 3ritish,
and some 75 large Industrial Houses have ererged iwhich
own propérty worth more than 20 crores each to—déy. To
take the douse of 3Birla alone; It possessed propérty
worth Rs. 25 to 30 crores in 19475 the figure went up
to & crores in 1951 and Rs. 400 crores in 16 Jben Pt.
Nehru died. On March 31,1971, the figure roge to;700
crores. Not only that : these Houses are still being
granted licence after licence to expand their 1ndustrial
empire. Despite tall talks ajout sociel justice énd
Gharioi Fatao, the monopolists are being favoured by the
raling party, beceamse it is they who i1l its election
chest. Politics in ia had lately becom an art of
getting votes from poor and money from ths rick by pro-
wising supoort to each against the other. '
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As in tne case of the rolc of agriculture,
Pt. lehru confessed during a debate in the Lok Sabha
on Dec. 11,1963, as follows:

" I begin to thing more and more of
Vahatma Gandhi's approach ..... I am
eitirely an admirer of the modern machine
and I want the best machinery and the
best t3ciinique, but taking things as they
are in India, however‘\rapiﬂly we advance
in the nrodern age, the fact remains that
a larg2 numper of our peoole will not oe
touched by it for a considerable tims.
Some cther method has to be evolved so
that they become partners in preduct ion
even though the production épparatus may
not be efficient as compared to modern

n
technique. il
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