¢ Procecdings of the meoting of representatives of the Swatantra
E Party, Jon Sangh ang the D.K.D,

on 26th and 27th May 1969
@t 2 Tuglaq Noad, Now Delhi,

S ) ’ Mlent

JEe E, 2l) 1. Prof. N,O. Ranga
- g B 2, ,.Charan Singh
' J 3. Prof. lalraj Madhok
’ - 4. Mr. Takhatmal Jain
6. Mr, M., Magant

. 6. Mr. Enkuh Vir Shastri |
i T. Dr. Hahavir
S B. Mr. Advani
-
‘_.1_‘_" 5 ‘ It wan deoided that various issues on which adjustment
;,,, N :_. of points of view of different parties would be necessary os a
o '. Vol B pre-condition to the Swergence of a new Party should be
’ L considered,
_' - 1, The issue

of States Rights as agalust a strong Centre

Was il [irst Lesue that wus token up for disoussion, After
[ R - !

various points of v{iew hod beon Stated, ii was felt that

o L i agroement could be possible on the basis of the three
s %4 2
4 - groups stressiog the unity of Indim, Tt was also felt that |
. % g the States should by glven greater flnoncial viability by
s G plaoing pertein heads of revenue at thelr dlsposal, i
i - |
- - 1
~ 0N . 3. Tho mensures to denl with tho Communist menace o,
L T
i £ S i . in particular, the banning of the Communi st partics was next
l-;, B LEe agt
R T W considered. While there was complete ngroement on tho naoture
S o of the Communist memce, i1 was felt that there muld he a
. legitimate difference or opinton In i‘e;urr.l to the conorote
Ll
| - measures that waild need to be tuken at any given momant to
2k g coataln the evil. There was agreement arising wt of the
Tl ‘a o
,":‘l‘ Al A ey discussion that only those wha belleve In democrasoy have a
L i - i W :' e
Ma s, o kg v, Aﬂ\ 44'(' right to purtiolpate in the Processos of demooracy. Those
""_ Wy T i ¥ *® groups that bulleve {p subverting tle Constitution Ly violence
' 7, %)
. ' '-.._QH‘\ﬁ’ Obviously place themsolves outside the law. Similarly, those
» L L
.. % " '(t et owe alleglance to forelgn powers are fifth-columns and
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have nothlog in common with genuine political porties within the

oountry. In the 1ight of this, thore was agroement that the

Comnuni st Parties, whetever tholr shadas and labels, should he

banned as und when It becomos Decessary for the manintenance of

dewooracy and the seourity of the country,

H In so for as relations with Pakistan are oconcerned,

thero was an agreoment that normal and friendly relat ions
betweon India end Pakistan are ossontivl in the interest
and soourity of the entire subi=contlnont and that good
neighbourly relutions noed to ba devoloped but suoh an
approsch hoe to bLe recriprocal and on n basis of mutuanl ity.

Appeasement 1g no woy of solving the problem.

4 & 6. After oonslderable dlsousslon, further discussion on

the Kashmir and Nogalund problems wus ai journed.

G. There was discussion uf the language problem with

particular refarence t.o the wuestlor of the medium or media of

lostruction. Nowm that ther reglonal language or the mother

tongue las been oocepted o8 the medlum of fostruotion, it was

felt that (he interest of vatlonal unity and the molntenance

of un adnlnlatrptive appratus for the whole wuntry called for

the study of Lnglish nnd lilnd 1 at higher scoondary and Unlmrﬂlty

lovels. It was felt tlat edch State should huve freodom to

five priority to one or the othar of these two languages,

T. The attitude towards the minorities was discussed.

There was agreement that there should be conplete equality

us between the oltlzens, Irrospectiie of their religion,
ethulo origin or caste and that all forms of disceriminutlon

based on such oconsidirations should be removed. Thla do«s

not exclude specinl moasures for the upllft of the under-

privileged.
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of unity eppeals to
them. Unity is dificult, and
b merger is morg dificult, Al
. though the:Jan Sangh, the
’ Swatantra Party and the Bha-
ratlys Xrant! Dal aave ‘made
little progress towards merger,
i they are eager to pursue tha
i Boal. Taelr talks in Delhl have
? falled, although they have tried
-~ thelr best to glve a different
T piclure. The Jan Sangh lead-
er, Mr, Vajpnyee's absence—ace
e cording Lo one repart, he is in.
b L disposed and according to an-
Y . other, he i3 busy with a by-
eclectlon in Mysore—was no:
the only factor responaible for
the fallure of the talks. Mr,
L Vajpayee agreed ta attend the
L T meeting, but in his absence
- either Mr. Balra] Madhok or
i Dr. Mahavir cou.d have repre-
oty sented him, Botk ‘eaders wers
present during the talks, and
they coald have made reason-
able commitments ¢n behalf of

the party,
The proposed merger has
= been mede difficult not by any
e ! o AR leader's  altitude but by the
- Lo reluctance of each party to
lose its identity, and this fear
is more pronounced in the cass
- : of the Jan Sangh because it
: ) has a larger following than the
other two. At tae same time
&ll the three betray nervous-
ness; they are consclous of
their vreakness, and they know
that their survival depends on
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All

ave no particular

charm of thelr own, and
it ‘is this realisction whloh|‘
has made the ‘Jan Sangh, |
the Swatantra und the B.K.D.|
reflect onitheir own plight.
the three have reac-
tionary traits in common but
50 long as they do not know
what good they can do for the
country and how it can be,
done, even thele unity will have
ne importance to the people,
Anti-Congressism is o negative
concept, and it can give little
inspiration for positive work.
If the right parties want to
unite, they should draw up a
common programms, but what
have the partfes In common?
Even ths reactiorary traits
differ from party tc party. The
Jan Sangh, which frowns upen
secularism, ls us distant from
thy Swatantra Party which
sympathises only with princes
and big industrialists, as it is
remote from the B K.D, which
is_essentiall ty o

1840

The aim of the rightist trio
Is to create a new party of
“national democratic characts
er' to “replace” tha Congress,
The goal is ambitious but cml
they uttain it? Tha BK.D. is
a regional party, the Jan Sangh
is popular only in certain nor-
thern states, and the Swatan-
tra is fast losing its pockets of
induence, Even If all the three
combine, the produst need not
be a political glant,

A stage has now been reach-
ed when individually these

cannot grow, but unit

Is possible, It they are Indivis
dunlly prepared to make cor-
tain sacrifices. Tha Jan Sangh
should sever ita tles with the
R.3.5. und be prepared to adopl
& reasonable attitude towards

% sk unity. This is pot the first
I = o time that an effo-t kas been
‘ T g made to bring about a merger.
L T In 1083 Mr. C. Rajegopalachari®
o CE made an attempt to bring the
< % o Swatantra Party and the Jan
¢ 0 Sangh together, and in 1067,
= . there wns a move o ensure
= co-operation between the two
’ parties in Parllament and the
s ) state legislatures. Ur, Raja-
. gopalatbari gave Lla blessings I
t for the recent mg also. India.
i Accordéing toihim, ! rgency
- . ‘of & scrious atteript'at merger,
? 3 =i r-i.mn‘_ the, ?;x:n-_tdum-_r,fgnﬁ
Pag =", ' . groups opposing tha Congroas| :
L L *1s-greater now than ever be-! de
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P and the minorities in
The Swatankra Party
should be willing | :
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